NEWS

ABC helps AHS students get business ideas oftf the ground

By Kathryn Bayle
kbayle@theifp.ca

Four groups of students from Acton
High School have become young en-
treprenewrs thanks to the assistance
from Acton Business Company.

On Feb. 16, Virginia Houstons
Grade 10 Acton Business Company
[ABRC) students presented their busi-
ness plans to a packed house at the
Acton Town Hall Centre. Each group,
ranging from delicious desserts to fit-
ness classes, received help from a pan-
el of mentors to get their business off
the ground by this summer,

First to present was Dhara Patel,
whose company dips into the mouth-
watering industry of cupcakes. Us-
ing fresh and local ingredients, Patel
plans to bake in a commercial kitchen
the night before the weekly Farmers
Market, where she will sell her goods
at their best.

Aside from chocolate, vanilla and

red velvet flavours, Patel will also be
dishing out peaches and cream and
apple pie, all with gluten-free and veg-
etarian options.

Next to present were Ethan Kalra
and Carson van Tol of OVT Custom
Guitars, whose third member, Jon
() Neill, was unable to attend. Their
company focuses on building custom-
made guitars out of wood and the nec-
ERSAY WITING.

ylan McNair came forward to pres-
ent Hydra: a comicbook store that would
sell products along a gaming thread, in-
chuding Drirgeons and Diagons.

McNair enjoys meeting up with his
friends to talk about comics and play
the card game at the Georgetown hob-
by store, The Hooded Goblin. But liv-
ingin Acton, and not being of legal age
vet to drive a car, McNair saw a need
to bring a similar atmosphere to town.

Brian Secord was last to present his
business plan of BFit: fitness classes
for kids in an area where the age group

is currently left out.

[ really wanted to make a track
club that was for younger kids and was
a lot closer to them to get fit and have
alotof fun at the same time, he said.

His classes, that will run three
times a week, will cost $15 per session
with a discounted rate if signing up for
the whole summer. The first class each
kid tries is free,

On the panel of mentors was Beth
Paisley, manager at the Downtown
Acton BIA, Corey Wilson, a sales pro-
fessional, serial entrepreneur, and
landlord, Kathleen Dills, general man-
ager of the Halton Hills Chamber of
Commerce, Fred Dawkins, an entre-
preneur with major achieverments in
Acton-based manufacturing,  Jamie
Draves, President & CEO at Junto Busi-
ness Solutions Inc, and a Dagons Den
success story for his Quinta quinoa,
and Sean Aherne, President at H.A.
Sheldon Canada Lid,

At the end of the presentations,
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Brian Secord accepls $2,000 for his business, BFit. From left, Sean Ahemne,
Corey Smith, Brian Secord, Kathleen Dills, Virginia Houston and Beth Paisley.

the awards were distributed: Secord
received 2,000, and Patel received
$1,000 for her cupcake business. The
other two groups, OVT and Hydra, re-
ceived a surprise 5300 to get their ef-
forts off the ground.

In attendance was Halton Hills
Mayor Rick Bonnette, who was im-
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pressed to see the dedication these
Grade 10 students had o start their
oW business,

It shows there s a lot of entrepre-
neurial kids out there, he said, The
kids did a marvellous job presenting.
And those ideas were amazing. | m
very impressed.

nursing services.

dementia.
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Care Floor and Alzheimer s Floor

* an intimate care facility for persons who can no
longer live independently and require 24-hour

* supportive dementia care program for persons
who have Alzheimer's disease or other forms of
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Assisted Independent Living Suites

* accommodate persons that have physical
impairments and are in wheelchairs.

. sper_ial diets accommicdated and supervised

* arrangements for physican if requested as well as
co-ordination of doctors and specialists.

*» complete housekeaping

* voice communication system with nurse / call

» quiet room with light and music theragy on
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Alzheimer's floor with 5 activity stations -

* therapeutic bath / spa an esch floar

* daily interaction with residents

* lovely wooded estate grounds with walking
paths, outdoor patio, garden and gazebo

* anhanced services are available and can be
discussed with the administratar and health

222 Mountainview Rd N, Georgetown | 905.877.1800
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* daiy light & weoekiy

* around the clock professional staff
* niarsing care and med, adrinistaatian
full housekeeping
* parsanal & reom laundry
* homestyle meals & snacks
* optional services available st the Terrace
* full time activities coordinator
* in-house cable; internet & telephone
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* fireplace lounge

* games & crafts room
* planned outings with
transportation

www.mountainviewterrace.ca

* 5.6 acres of beautiful grounds
* Franch provircial cafe

* theatre & chapal lounge
* zun room lounges & tuck shop

+ racf-top patic
* gxercise room & exercise
poal
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