NEWS

Petition circulates to stop proposed redevelopment of the McGibbon Hotel
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By Kathryn Boyle
kboyle@theifp.ca

SilverCreek Commercial Builders Inc. has been
asking for community feedback regarding its
proposed 11-storey condominium o take place
above the McGibbon Hotel. And one group is giv-
ing it to them.

On Facebook, they are

gestions, such as constructing the building in brick
o blend with the downtown theme, Unsatisfied,
she started the petition, Save the MeGibbon Hotel,
and as of Feb, 24, has over 250 signatures.

Syl Carle, who owns property along the main
strip, signed the petition with concerns regarding
the future of the downtown should the condomin-
im be huilt.
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People like us are just sitting at home going, oh, |
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We re hoping the petition will give these peo-
ple that voice and will allow us to show town coun-
cil how many people really, truly are against this.

When SilverCreek came forward with its first
sketches of the condominium, Downes consid-
ered it a monstrosity. When the construction
company hosted an information session on Feh, 4,
Dowmnes took her opinions and offered some sug-
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want to go, Downes added.

The two discussed multiple worries about the
twao-year construction period, including the vis-
ibility of the building from different areas in town,
the traffic that will occur, what effect the vibrations
from construction could have on neighbour build-
ings, and how the project could affect downtown
businesses.

Its just going to become easier to go to the
mall and the ootlet mall or Georgetown South
than downtown to do their shopping, she said.

On Feb. 16, the Architectural Conservancy of
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Downlown Georgelown businessman Syl Carle
and native Georgelown resident Katie Downes
have a sel up a petition opposing the Silver-
Creek Commercial Builders proposal for the
McGibbon Hotel site.
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Ontario Halton Hills branch, which initially sup-
ported the project, withdrew its support after
learning the hotel would be removed due to struc-
tural concerns.

One thing Honour The MeGibbon s Heritage
group wants to make clear is they are not against
development on the MeGibbon Hotel, but they
are against the construction of something that
doesn tlook like it belongs.

We re not opposing development, and thats
been & common misconception, Downes said,
adding some people in favour of the project think
the group wants to keep the pub open. Theres
nothing wrong with growth, but | think we have
to honour our heritage and honour the historical
buildings in that growth,

On March 1, the Town of Halton Hills will be
hosting the statutory public meeting where the
developers will present more details on the proj-
ect, Downes and Care plan to be there with a five-
minute presentation of their cwn, and encourage
everyone sharing their concerns to attend.

We re not opposed to change, its not that,
Carle said. The scope of the project is now sach
that it is opposable. [t s offensive.

The Town s public meeting will take place at
the Civic Centre, in council chambers, at 5:30 p.m.

Unfortunately, not a lot of peaple will stand
up and say anything. They Il just go along with it,
Downes said.  If they re not informed, they cant
make an informed decision and they will support
whatever council supports because we trust our
council.

The project should be pant of downtown,
Carle said. MNotan island.

To sign the groups petition, or to state your
opinion, visit www.ipetitions.com,/petition/Sa-
veTheGib,
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Upper Credit Humane Society
Thrift Shop - February auction

Featured items include a Coach purse, KISS action figures
and a Coalport figurine
Auction ends with live bidding on Saturday, February 27, 4:30 p.m.
Book bidding is now underway at the store at Moore Park Plaza
(68 Main St. North, Georgetown])
Store hours: Tuesday - Saturday from 10 am. - 5 p.m.
Telephone bids are not accepted

Call the Thrift Shop for details 905-702-8661

All money raised helps the animals in the UCHS shelter
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