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Traln deraﬂment exermse Was a Success

PLANNED CRISIS: This leaking tanker was part of a planned exercise
implemented by Halton Hills Fire department on Monday afternoon in
which consisted of a derailed train car leaking sulphuric acid and an impact
with a car containing a family of four. — 7raci Gardner photo
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SUITING UP: Members of the Halton Hills Fire Department donned their
‘Haz Mat’ suits as part of Monday’s planned crisis exercise of a train/car

By: Dawn Brown

The Town of Halton
Hills’ emergency planning
exercise was a “resound-
ing success,” said Harry
Olivieri, Deputy Chief
Prevention and Public
Education. The simula-
tion, which took place
Monday, had in excess of
30 people actively partici-
pating at the live site on
Halton Hills Drive, and
another 30 at the tabletop
portion at the Emergency
Operation Centre locat-
ed at the fire department
headquarters.

“It was an event that all
participants felt went well
from beginning to end,”
Olivieri said.

The live simulation con-
sisted of a derailed rail car
leaking sulphuric acid and
an impact collision with
a family of four trapped
in the vehicle. Crews had
to contain the leak, pro-
tect ground water and the
public as well as mitigate

the number of issues that
would affect the commun-
ity in such an event.

The incident con-
sidered the necessity of
evacuating and sheltering
residents and businesses
within 800m of the event.
In such a case, police
would go door to door to
inform residents, informa-
tion would be available
on the Town’s website
and Twitter feed and the
Communication Notifica-
tion System—an internet
based product which auto
calls residents within a
specific location—would
have been put to use.

This scenario was
chosen as Halton Hills
has significant rail trans-
port through town, and
this product is transport-
ed through the community
regularly.

Olivieri stated that the
team’s mitigation of the
leaking product, and pro-
tecting the groundwater
and public were among
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MAUNDY THURSDAY - APRIL 2:
« Pot Luck Seder Supper @ 6 p.m.
» Followed by Holy Euchrist @ 7:30 p.m.,
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some of the most success-
ful aspects of the exercise,
as well as aspects covered
by the emergency control
group at the tabletop ex-
ercise, who navigated the
event with the available
planning guides.

The exercise, which
was a part of the town’s
annual compliance re-
quirements to the Ontario
Emergency Management
and Civil Protections
act, took six month of
planning with Canadian
National Railway. Oliveri
stated the town would
definitely do another
large scale exercise next
year and possibly smaller
ones before then.
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impact and a hazardous spill of sulphuric acrid. — Traci Gardner photos

Acton High's Gay Straight Alliance
¥ Parent Information Evening! *
. * Where: Acton ngh L1brary -]
When Tuesday, Apnl Tth @ 7pm p:

~ 7 Our student GSA will givea

_ presentation about: Y
. -The work we are doing to help youth. «
'-What you can do to support
* LGBT+ youth in the community.
This is an Acton High School Council
meeting but those interested in our
GSA and/or supporting LGBT+ youth
(especially parents with LGBT+ kids)
are invited and encouraged to attend!

If Ybu have any quesﬁons, pleasé
contact Ms Pattison at pattisonmej@hdsb.ca



