GREEN THUMB
GARDENING

By CHRISTINE COLE

POINSETTIAS
THE KING OF
'.,'..'*;":1'[.'\': CHRISTMAS PLANTS

\IFIH'I' I{\' Since 1830 the Poinsettia
G plant has developed from a

wild plant of Mexico to the
best known Christmas plant.
. i Their bright red and green
v m ]FH STEREO CASSETTE = = R TS color has made them favorites
- ——~—{ ) e = ;-4' —_—— for Christmas. However, the

.y S'I'EEHING/ SPEED CONTROL == ——— ey c red color is not the flower.
| ' _ ' i The poinsettia flowers are
actually the small, insignifi-
cant yellow pod structures.

BU Y R LEASE FOR 24 MONTHS B | [ The ed color are modified

S S | leaves called bracts. Pink and
1 | w white varieties are now avail-
' ’ lO . able as well.

If you receive or purchase a
poinsettia plant that gets
chilled (such as when taking
to and from your car), it will
suddenly will when brought
into a warm house. However,
it can usually be revived by .
watering it with hot water. A
The most effective way to
prolong the color in the bracts
i$ to set the plant in a location
where it receives plenty of __
light and a constant room il
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POWER MIRRORS ;' E | — temperature. Once the color

:' F'LUS ALL STANDARD . has faded move the plant tc a
== FACTORY EQUIP”ENT cool, dark area.

.:..:-::'-:; S O S 3 i In May cut the stems back
and place the plant in a flow-
er bed to grow for the sum-
mer.

To have the plant in full
color for Christmas again, the
amount of light it receives
must be regulated. Early in
s N October the plant must hgve
?':fi?.:HUSTANG $T~V3 5$pdf1.lﬂy Eqm . o 12 to 14 hours of complete
 Incl performance ﬂm & 35“”" Whe&’sf.j WO, DI iII% darkness each day. Placing a
‘ _ Air &IﬁO captams box over it or putting it in a
stereo arssnsssesnesesieensare A | A closet are easy ways to

- ' accomplish this. Unfortunate-
ly, if you fail to do this daily
the bracts may not change
color properly.

Poinsettias are a colorful
and challenging Christmas
plant, but with minimum of
care they can become a year
round plant to grow and
enjoy.
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Each week Christine Cole of
Tuitman's Garden Centre and
Landscaping, Highway 25, 1
mile south of Acton, 853-2480,
will be presenting helpful tips ;|
and information to assist you |,
in creating your garden show- ‘
place!

TUITMAN'S

GARDEN CENTRE
ACTON

853-2480

Hwy. 7 at Delrex Blvd. GEORG“ETOWN 873 1 626

*Prices are plus freight, (Escort 660, Taurus 785, Enforcer, 895) taxes, & licence. Lease payments based on 24 month lease O.A.C. with down ment
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