Regional concep

B B

Staff writer

Surprise and disappointment
were written all over the faces of
the 75 to 100 Halton Hills residents
who made the long trek down to
Oakville Wednesday night to attend
a Halton District Health Council
(HDHC) meeting.

They were there to support a
proposal put forward by the Halton
Hills Multi Service Agency (MSA)
committee, which would have put
this new organization completely in
the hands of local residents.

But the HDHC rejected the idea,
and instead threw their support
behind the Long Term Care
Committee’s recommendation of
one MSA for the entire region with
four area offices. The biggest sur-
prise of the evening was that the
two Halton Hills representatives on
the council, Kate Murray and Ruth
Taylor, voted against the proposal.

“It’s just appalling. A whole
community is behind this. It just
amazes me that the DHC has
ignored that,” said Eunice
McGowan, a committee member
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of the intent, the perception in the
north is yet again, we’ve been
ignored. It feels punitive. We have
felt enormous pressure to defend
our position, rather than being sup-
ported for the tremendous initiative
taken by a grassroots community
group,” she said.

Dowell asked for approval so
that Halton Hills can apply for a
$25,000 grant and become one of the
first in the province to have an
MSA. She believes the funding
would allow Halton Hills to have an
interim MSA set up in four months.

Kate Murray said she was torn
and had given the issue a great deal
of thought, but voted against an
independent MSA for Halton Hills.

“Governance in the north is the
1ssue, and it’s not related to health
or social services. It’s also roads,
sewers and so on. The north feels
that sometimes their voices are not
heard,” Murray said. “I’'m torn
because I understand where the
north is coming from, I understand
the process the Long Term Care
committee has gone through. But
given the responsibility to look at
the entire community, I support
what the Halton Long Term Care
committee has said.”

The next day, when interviewed,
she said that she felt sure she had
done the right thing.

Taylor spoke about the need to
share resources in hard economic
times.

Bob Wood, a HDHC member and
chair of the Long Term Care com-
mittee, noted that the committee
aimed at reaching a consensus, but
the final vote was the 17 members
from Burlington, Oakville and
Milton against the three represent-
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retary Rosslyn Dowell said in her
presentation that if the proposal
were accepted, it would be a win-
win situation, with everybody in the
region coming out on top.

“The situation currently identi-
fies winners and losers. Regardless

“There’s lots of history of the min-

1stry not accepting recommenda-

tions by the Halton DHC. I was on it

for five years (from 1984 to 1989),
and there were lots of recommenda-

tions that the Ministry didn't
accept.”
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A conference offering a “Christian Perspective” of recovery for victims of sexual abuse;
an insight for those wishing to help and encourage the abuse victim.
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PEPSI $4%

I Also Mountain Dew, Dr. Pepper and Assorted Crush Varieties

i DIET OR REGULAR - Case of 24 x 355 mL tins I

With this coupon. Without coupon pay $5.99 + taxes. Limit 1 coupon per purchase. Limit 1 coupon per customer.
Coupon valid until closing Saturday, November 19, 1994 at Halton Hills IGA only.
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PRICES EFFECTIVE FROM SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 UNTIL

CLOSING SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1994.
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. ADVERTISED PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE G.S.T.

HALTON HILLS IGA STORE HOURS
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AND COMPLETE CAR CLEANING

DRIPLESS OIL UNDERCOATING

CARS ’69.95
MINIVANS  $74.95
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