Just as shoplifting is an unseen
cost in the price of merchandise,
car theft contributes to the rising
cost of owning an automobile. More
than $2 billion a year are added to
the costs of owning a car through
higher insurance premiums.

The following information pro-
vides helpful hints on how to protect
yourself and your car from thieves.

If you are shopping for a used
car, do not buy one “off the street”
or from a “new” used car lot. Go to
a reputable dealer. If you innocently
purchase a stolen vehicle and it is
identified and traced to you, you are
lawfully bound to return it to the
rightful owner. You will most likely
lose your purchase dollars and your
transportation.

Next, let’s discuss keys. Some
owners are very careless with their
car keys. Do not hide extra keys
under the hood, front seat, floor
mat, fender, etc. If you fear locking
yourself out and your keys in, carry
an extra set of keys with you.

Another bad habit is that of leav-
ing the keys in the ignition and/or
letting the engine run while you
complete a quick errand. Always

thing about it isn’t quite appealing.
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There’s a lot to do to get your car and home ready
for winter. To make the process as smooth as ice, con-

* Before you find yourself skidding and stalling, get
your car tuned up for the season. Give your engine,
brakes and fluids the once over, and mount proper
tires. Keep your windshield washer fluid topped up, and
carry a spare container, as battling slush can drain

* The trunk is also the place for your winter “sur-
equipment and supplies that are essen-
tial for day-to-day weather, or if you’re stuck or strand-
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How to protect your car from theft

remove your keys to protect your-
self from loss and liability should
your stolen vehicle be involved in
an accident. If your car breaks
down, remove your keys while going
for help. A thief may be able to
start our car even if you cannot.

You have probably seen adver-
tisements about the gadgets avail-
able to deter car thieves. That is
exactly what they do — deter. A
determined car thief will not be
stopped. If he wants your car, he’ll
find a way to get in. However, any-
thing that discourages a thief may
cause him to reconsider. Perhaps if
it takes so much time and trouble,
you’ll convince him it’s not worth
the effort. The longer it takes to
steal your car, the less likely a thief
is to steal it.

Another action you can take to
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Plan for winter — prepare a survival kit

You know it’s going to make its grand entrance soon
enough, blowing onto the local stage and playing
past the official end of its run in March. In Canada,
there’s no business like snow business — though every-

until

protect your car is to have a secret
means of identification should your
car be stolen. One of the easiest is
to-drop your business card in the
slot between the door and the win-
dow. Another is to mark your ini-
tials in hidden places on the motor,
accessories, transmission, interior
etc.

Everything you do to reduce car
theft will help you control the cost
of owning an automobile. More than
a million cars a year are stripped
and/or stolen. You’re paying for the
loss and damage to those car
through your insurance premiums.

Should you become the victim of
a car thief, here is a list of informa-
tion you will be asked to provide
about your vehicle:

Make, year, model, and colour;
vehicle identification number, pecu-
liarities or secret markings, license
number and state, insurance com-
pany, name of finance company
holding title, place of purchase,
year of purchase. '

It would be wise for every car
owner to have these answers
recorded and kept in a safe place in
case of auto thefts.

ed. The basics include an ice scraper and brush, a
shovel, booster cables, and items for traction (sand,
salt, kitty litter, or traction pads).

* A flashlight and flares are invaluable if you're in

trouble at night or need to alert help. Depending on

where you drive and how far you might be from a ser-
vice station or other help, you might want to carry

extra fuses, radiator hoses and fan belts; a towline or

SNow

weather.

chain; and an axe or hatchet.

* Blankets, sleeping bags, extra clothing and non-
perishable food don’t take up a lot of room, and can be
lifesavers if you're stranded for any length of time.
Keeping a first aid kit in the car is a must in any

If you're a fan of winter, you’re probably excited
about its arrival. Others can only hope that for once the
snow starts late and closes early.
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