Samaritans rescue and nurse pups

Abandoned pu

Special to the Independent/Free Press

A Ballinafad couple could be
considered a dog’s best friend after
rescuing two puppies found on a
dirt road.

Jane McKay and her husband,
Bruce were driving home from
Bayfield, near Peterborough two
weeks ago when they came upon
the puppies. Together, the McKay'’s
coaxed the mud caked, burr and
flea infested pair out of a cornfield.

“My husband Bruce spotted the
dogs as we drove past and asked if I
had seen two dogs, and I said no.
We turned around and saw them
move into a cornfield. We coaxed
them out after a while.”

McKay said they went around to
several farms in the area, and after
having no luck in finding the own-
ers, they brought them home.

“They were in bad shape,” said
McKay. “It is obvious they were
dumped.”

After several days feeding the
two, McKay said she noticed a prob-
lem with the blonde one, a Shepherd
cross, they nicknamed Taffy.

“The littlest one would regurgi-
tate his food after eating,” McKay
said.

After taking the puppy to Acton
Veterinary Clinic, McKay said Taffy
was diagnosed with a condition
called megaesophagus by Dr.
Stephen Hess.
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JANE McKAY with puppies

“The big problem with these
dogs is they get to regurgitating the
food if they are fed standing up,”
Hess said. The regurgitation is due
to a “stricture which causes a delay
in the emptying of food from the
esophagus into the stomach.”

To combat the problem, McKay
said she has to, “mix the food into a
mush or gruel type mixture.”

Since the esophagus has been
over stretched, McKay said, “the
dog has to be fed standing up so the

s need caring homes

food doesn’t sit in the pipe. Then he
has to be held with his head up for

10 minutes. He will have to be fed
like this for the rest of his life.”

With so many orphan animals to
look after herself, including a crow
and two raccoons, McKay said she
can’t continue to look after the pup-
pies, and watch over Taffy.

“Because of his problem, it has
stunted his growth. Most people
would put him to sleep. Maybe,
maybe it is the best thing.”

- McKay said medically there is
nothing a vet can do to correct the
problem. Taffy’s only chance is to
be fed standing up, and watched to
ensure he doesn’t eat anything
which could become stuck in his
throat.

“This is his only chance. You
have to be really controlled, you
have be really strict. There has to
be that special someone out there
willing to look after him.”

McKay is giving the two male
puppies aged between 12 and 14
weeks away free to good homes.
The black puppy with the white
legs, nicknamed Roady is a Border
collie and Taffy is a German shep-
herd mix. McKay said both have
been examined,waccinated, de-
wormed and generally are in good
health. For more information, con-
tact Jane McKay at 877-1580 or at
her business, Best Clips at 853-0704

anytime.

Thinking about Natural Gus Fireplaces?
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Then think about ading the Union Gas

ONE DAY SALE

Saturday, September 24th = 9 am - 4 pm
56 Main Street S., Georgetown

Special Savings Available Including

NO PAYMENTS
'TIL FEB. '95!

Make the EnerSmart Choice!
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in Georgetown, or wherever

you happen to be.

\

“It’s a great way to play an old favourite”
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Saves Up o 7500
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Protects Your Family On Heating Costs

This easy to use CO Detector can alert you to
the presence of carbon monoxide gas (CO),
it it’s in your home.

Only $79.95

Use 50% Less Hot Waler

This Ondine® energy-saving
shower head is designed to reduce
the amount of hot water you use
for showers by up to 50%,
and save money!

Only $8.95

and use energy more wisely.

Only $79.95

Special Offer Ends Nov. 12th!
Union Gas Retail Price - $89.95

Don’t Delay - Order Today!

Call 1-800-EnerSmart
(1-800-363-7762)

nion Ga

Energy For You

An Enerplus® energy-saving thermostat can save up
to 15% on your annual heating and cooling costs. . -
You'll sleep in comfort, wake up in comfort - A" e

Saves Energy An oney

This Wise Energy Use Kit contains a variety
of energy-saving products, including, an
Ondine® Low Flow Shower Head, Mono

caulking, pipe/window/wall-outlet insulation
kits, replacement faucet washers, our Home
Energy Management video/booklet - plus
other products to help you reduce energy
and save money.

Only $33.95
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