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Personal Secretarial

Services
“SAME DAY SERVICE o

CALL FOR ALL YOUR
SECRETARIAL NEEDS

Also Available - Resumés & Essays

(905) 873-8240

STRICTLY
CONFIDENTIAL

* Renovotions

* Home or Office

e Custom Cobinets

* Floor or Wall Coverings

Sl

Interior Design

Consulting
(905) 877-5531
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1992 PROBE

5 speed, air, AM/FM

cassette, low kms. Stk. 9470 S litre, 5 speed, very low

ms.

1990 TEMPO L

4 dr., air, automatic, AM/FM
Stk. 94106

AEROSTAR

7 pass., auto,air

°15,995
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Operation Bus Watch

Y Police join forces for safety program

By HOWARDMOZEL

Special to The Independent/Free Press

Few traffic violations are as
frowned upon as passing a stopped
school bus with its lights flashing.
Operation Bus Watch, a joint safety
program between the Milton OPP
and Halton Regional Police, hopes
to make it a thing of the past.

After all, with children’s lives at
stake, such carelessness can exact a
terrible toll. Despite the limits
imposed by fiscal restraint and
manpower shortages, says, Halton
Regional Police Sgt. Joe Martin,
Operation Bus Watch is simply too
important to pass over.

“We have zero tolerance when it
comes to school bus infractions,”
said Sgt. Martin, who says it’s phys-
ically impossible for officers to deal
with every offence. “We will contin-
ue to protect our children any way
we can.”

The program, which was first
implemented last year, works this
way. When an infraction occurs,
drivers — trained by police and
armed with violation forms — jot
down as much information as they
can, such as licence number, driver
description, circumstances etc:.
(Things happen so fast, one driver
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1991 E-
CARGO VAN

€ cgl, auto, am/fm, very clean

10,995
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ESCORT WAGON

Air, auto, AM/FM cassette.

*10,495

7y 1992
T

Auto, am/fm, very clean

14,295

JI1CES PlUsiaxes adicence

1990 COROLLA lll THUNDERBIRD

Loaded including moon roof

1992 F150 XL

6 cyl., 5 speed, long box,
Stk. 9498
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" Hwy. 7 at Delrex Blvd. GEORGETOWN 873-162

with a chronic problem was finally
charged after information was gath-
ered from four incidents.)

The form is then submitted to
the bus company’s safety officer
who passes it on to the program’s
liaison officer from the relevant
police force. After obtaining the
vehicle registration and completing
an investigation, the officer has two
options: send a letter of reprimand
and an educational brochure to the
registered owner of the offending
vehicle or charge the driver.

According to Halton Regional
Police Constable Carla Draper, the
penalties are stiff: a $265 fine, six
demerit points and guaranteed
increases in car insurance.

Last year 277 complaints were
received.

“That’s a tremendous amount of
people who are not paying atten-
tion,” Sgt. Martin continued.
“That’s ridiculous. There’s no
excuse. We have to use extra care
around children.”

According to Constable Draper,
excuses do come easily. Drivers say
they simply didn’t see the large,
yellow vehicle with all the flashing
lights or make accusations of equip-
ment misuse or mechanical failure.

Glen Attridy, owner of Attridge
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‘DARE. is the in the whole
world! It teaches us not to take drugs."

Grade Six Students, Oakville
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OARE

to be different

Project D.A.R.E. is committed to ensuring that ALL Grade
Six Students are given the opportunity to participate in the
D.A.R.E. programme.
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' HALTON REGIONAL POLICE
SERVICES BOARD

TAKE NOTICE:

Effective Friday, September 30, 1994
we will adjust the hours
of public access to our
No. 1 District Headquarters,
11 Division, |
217 Guelph Street, Georgetown:

Transport and an instrumental part
of the program’s creation, said
provincial regulations dictate that
equipment be checked every morn-
ing. Operation Bus Watch, he said,
was born out of frustration by
drivers who were filing 10 com-
plaints a week.

“The biggest problem we had
was the number of complaints and
the almost helpless feeling when
the Stop arm is engaged,” said
Attridge, explaining that there are
over 300 school buses on the streets
of Halton during peak traffic hours.
“The main focus of this is public
awareness.”

Another key figure in the pro-
gram, Constable Dave Thomas of
the OPP’s Milton detachment, said

- most complaints have been leveled

against drivers under 25 years of
age and over 50.

With stringent safety standards
that apply to both the bus and its
driver, statistics indicate passen-
gers are 16 times safer traveling by
that mode of transportation. The
danger exists outside the bus: in the
period between 1982 and 1992, 134
children were injured by buses in
Ontario and 86 by other vehicles.
There were 16 fatalities. Locally,
there have been no fatalities.

The D.A.R.E. programme is taught by Halton
Regional Police officers and is designed to provide

children with the self esteem and the will
power to refuse drugs and alcohol when
offered in school and other social
settings. It gives them options on how
to deal with the stress of peer pressure.

DARE

TO KEEP KIDS
OFF DRUGS

905-876-D.A.R.E.

Sunday, Monday and Tuesday
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight

Wednesday
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m.

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.

The new hours will not affect our police offi-
cers on patrol or our response to 9-1-1.
Emergencies and other calls for service.

- Progress.through Participation « « « - « = .




