Georgetown police officer

makes a vacatlon

By JANET BAINE _
Staff writer

Two Halton Police officers on
vacation in Algonquin Park res-
cued a man, but were unable to
save the life of a woman after two
canoes capsized while going over
some rapids Friday.

Staff Sgt. Roy Smith, who
works in Georgetown, said that he
and Const. Pat Wood were about
three-quarters of the way along a
mile-long portage at about 3:15
p.m. when Smith heard a scream.

“I didn’t think anything of it, I
thought it was my imagination,”
Smith said. But after seeing a
canoe overturned at the bottom of
a small waterfall, they dropped
their gear and ran to see what had
happened. They saw a man on
shore who didn’t seem too upset,
and they thought he may have
decided to shoot the rapids in a
canoe solo, but didn’t make it.

They began retrieving gear
from the water when they saw a
woman’s body. They got in their
canoe and towed 58-year-old Janet
Johnson who was not wearing a
life jacket, to shore, trying to per-
form CPR and keep her head out
of the water.

Smith said they realized they
had arrived too late and their
efforts were fruitless when the
body was on shore.

Then they saw another woman
was on the opposite shore.

“She said her husband was
trapped on a rock in the middle of
the chute,” Smith said. So the two
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officers went onto the rocks to get
as close as possible to the man
and threw him a throw bag, a
piece of rescue equipment contain-
ing 75 ft. of non-tangling rope.
They tied the rope to a tree, so
that if the man lost his footing, he
wouldn’t go over the falls. This
man was wearing a life jacket and
was rescued by the officers.

But this was only the beginning
of the ordeal for Wood and Smith
who have gone on an extended
canoe trip each year for the past
15 years. They found an empty
ranger cabin, and ferried the sur-
vivors and the body across the
water to it. They left them there
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A four-week series Understanding Self-Esteem begins
Wednesdays, Sept. 7-Sept 28, 1994 from 7:30-9:00 p.m. at
the Halton Hills Library & Cultural Centre, Geortgetown.
Fee $50. Pre-registration required. Call Leanne at (905)
845-5044 or Rhonda at (519) 853-4477 to register, or for

more information.

CANADIAN MENTAL
HEALTH ASSOCIATION

L'ASSOCIATION, CANADIENNE
POUR LA SANTE MENTALE

PICTURE FRAMING é"
SAVE 50%

« ALL CusTom FRAMING

reSCuc

along with enough supplies, like
matches, food and sleeping gear,
for them to survive the night.

Wood and Smith then continued
on the canoe route five kms, where
they met the only other people in
the area, who agreed to go back
and give the survivors some moral
support.

The pair camped out that night,
and got up at dawn the next day to
canoe 30 kms to Sand Lake Gate,
where they told the warden about
the mishap and the OPP were
called in to bring the survivors out
of the park.

The two couples, both from
Spencerville about 75 kms south of
Ottawa, had somehow missed the
three put-in points where they
could begin portaging and avoid
the rapids. They apparently didn’t
realize raplds were 1n the area and
it wasn’t until 4 p.m. the next day
that they were found by OPP.

“I have mixed emotions (about
the experience). I feel sadness for
the Johnson family, and I'm
pleased that we were able to assist
the other three. It also gave me
some more appreciation for white
water,” Smith said.

“If you keep your wits about
you, 1t’s still a good holiday,” he
sald of canoeing. “We’ve been
canoeing over several years. You
watch the bright campers and try

0 pick up their techniques and
adopt them.” Even though they
are experienced canoeists, Smith
and Wood always bring two throw
bags along on a trip and wear life
jackets.
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OPENING SPECIAL

WE PAY THE G.S.T. & P.S.T.

Limited Time Only
18 years experience

MILTON GEORGETOWN
42 BHUC')ql\II_'rI'EQST. S. 71 MOUNTAINVIEW RD. N.

UNIT #5 (beside Terra Cotta Cookies)

HOURS:

Mon. - Thurs. 10-6, Fri. 10-8, Sat 10-5
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Store Made Fresh - 6 Varieties To Choose From
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HALTON H ILLS SUMMER
BREAKFAST SPECIALS

COUPON VALUE 50¢

IGA MEDIUM 9
Doz..l

EGGS

With this coupon. Without coupon pay $1.49. Limit 1 coupon per purchase. Limit 2 coupons per customer.
Coupon valid until closing Saturday, August 13, 1994 at Halton Hills |.GA. only. (Georgetown)
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coupon. Without coupon pay $1.49. Limit 1 coupon
Coupon valid until closing Saturday, August 13, 1994 at Halton Hills |. G.A. only.
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COUPON VALUE . 30¢

per customer.

SMART CHOICE

BACON 1°°

With this coupon. Without coupon pay $1.99. Limit 1 coupon per purchase. Limit 2 coupons per
Coupon valid until closing Saturday, August 13, 199431Hal0n Hills 1.G.A. only.

COUPON VALUE 30¢

SMART CHOICE

BACON

With this coupon. Without coupon pay $1.99. Limit 1 coupon per purchase. Limit 2 coupons per customer.
Coupon valid until closing Saturday, August 13, 1994 at Halton Hills |. G.A. only.
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ONTARIO VINE RIPENED TOMATOES  GQ)¢ ©
DEMPSTER'S MULTHGRAINBREAD Q¢

9

DEMPSTER'S TEXAS TOAST

White or Brown
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ADDED PRODUCE FEATURE

WHOLE WATERMELON

299

GRANNY SMITH APPLES ~ 7Q¢ &

SEEDLESS ORANGES
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299 DOZ

COUPONVALUESO¢ 1

COUPON VALUE 50¢

ONTARIO 09 :
 POTATOES 1
With this coupon. Without coupon pay $2.49. Limit 1 coupon per purchase. Limit 2 coupons per customer.
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COUPON VALUE 50¢

ONTARIO

99

10 LB.
BAG
With this coupon. Without coupon pay $2.49. Limit 1 coupon per purchase. Limit 2 coupons per customer,
Cmpon?aﬁd until closing Saturday, August 13, 1994 at Hator Hills | GA only (Georgetown)

HALTON HILLS IGA STORE HOURS

Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 9 pm Sat. 8 am - 7 pm Sun. 9 am - 6 pm

Thank You For Shopping IGA
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