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GREEN THUMB
G

By CHRISTINE COLE

FRAGRANT

LANDSCAPES

Landscape plants are most
often chosen for their physical
appearance only. They have
plants that have attractive foliage
and/or flowers. This involves
only one of our senses: sight, if
plants with a nice fragrance, in
addition to their appearance, were
used in your landscape you
would add a whole new dimen-
sion to your enjoyment of the
yard. The greatest challenge but
the most enjoyment would be
attained by planting a variety of
plants that would provide the
longest season of a pleasant
aroma.

Lilacs and roses are probably
the two best known plants for
their fragrance and beautiful
flowers. All lilacs, even the dwarf
ones, are sweet smelling. Singu-
larly, all roses have some fra-
grance but some are stronger than
others. The species type roses
(shrub) are incredibly fragrant
compared to the hybrid roses.
Among the hybrid roses; Fragrant
Cloud, Alec’s Red, Chrysler Impe-
rial, Duffstar, Electron, Maria
Stern, Tropicana, and Angel Face
are noted for their fragrant flow-
ers. The mock-orange and fra-
grant vibarmam shrubs both
flower during the late spring and
produce a sweet aroma.

Annuals such as Petunias,
Marigolds and Geraniums bloom
from late spring until the fall and
add a sweet smell to the garden
all season. Perennials will only
bloom for a short period during
the growing season, but their
presence in the garden is really
worth it. Sweet woodruff planted
in a partially shaded area will
bloom in late spring and emits a
delicate “woodsy” aroma. Hybrid
lilies are tall perennials that
bloom in mid-summer and pro-
duce a heavy, sweet smell.

Flowers are usually associated
with fragrance, but don’t forget or
overlook those with aromatic
foliage. However,t he foliage usu-
ally has to be touched or crushed
or brushed against to emit their
smell. Some people do not always
find these pleasant, so it’s a per-
sonal aspect that you should
access before purchasing. A few
worth considering include:

Lemon Thyme (Lemon scent with
variegated foliage), Lemon Verbe-

na (Lemon), scented Geranium
(rose, apple, lemon), citronella
artemesia (citrus), Houtaynia (cit-
rus with brightly coloured
foliage), Peppermint.

Each week Christine Cole of
Tuitman's Garden Centre and
Landscaping, Highway 25, 1
mile south of Acton, 853-2480,
will be presenting helpful tips
and information to assist you
in creating your garden show-
place!
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