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Walk on the
right side

Hey kids, sidewalks are for walking on, roads

~are for driving on.

That's pretty obvious, isn't it? But there seems
to be a contingent of youngsters, from six to 18,
who seem to be missing the obvious.

On the way to and from school, students are
walking on the road, even right down the middle,
cutting through traffic, wheeling bikes through
parked cars like their own personal obstacle
course, and walking and biking through intersec-
tions without regard for stop signs or traffic

lights.

With the typical careless attitude of these
youngsters, they expect the drivers to stop for
them. For the most part, many drivers will, but
there will also be that one impatient person who
doesn't, and a tragedy occurs.

It won't happen if youngsters used the side-

‘walks and crossed the streets properly.

During the winter when many sidewalks were
impassable, some of this behavior was tolerated,
but spring 1s here, and the sidewalks are clear.

It's time to use them again.

Walk on the right side — walk on the sidewalks.

We'll trip over that equipmen

My wife tells me she’s seen the
sure-fire sign that spring is here to
stay and summer’s not far off.

And she’s not talking about any
robin.

She says she trips over this sign
every time she leaves the house.

To her, the first sign of warm
weather is the pile of baseball
equipment sprawling in the front
hall of our house.

Ah yes, baseball.

That wonderful sport of summer,
when the sun shines and the birds
chirp as thousands of little leaguers
head out to do battle on the local
diamond.

Let’s face it; there’s nothing
quite like the magical crack of a
bat, or the powerful thud of a ball
slapping into a glove. They are like
music to my ears.

How about that excitement cre-
ated as the dust settles after a slide,
or the yell of an umpire? It all adds
to the atmosphere.

Then there’s the lingo, with play-
ers talking about “ducks on the
pond” or “touching some green,”

with “a little poke” all of which sig-
nal sunny weather and warm sum-
mer nights under the lights.

Or the multitude of hand signals,
telling a batter to bunt, to swing or
just take the pitch.

Ah yes, baseball has once again
returned to the Brown household for
yet another season.

It’s that time of the year when
the camera equipment in the trunk
of my car must compete for space
with baseball gloves, bats, spikes,
stat books and balls.

And the time of year when the
computer at home burns the mid-
night oil as numbers are entered
from yet another game and players’
stats are calculated.

RBI’s, Slugging Percentages,
Onbase Percentages and Batting
Averages will become part of our
:;vltlaryday language from now until
all.

Over the years, the Browns have
become a baseball family, and I
hold my wife fully responsible.

It was about 10 years ago when
she first enrolled our oldest girls,
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No money
for services

The following letter was filed
with this newspaper for publication.
Mr. J. Choi, P.Eng
Manager of Design
Regional Municipality of Halton
Re: alterations of Trafalgar Road
south of Ballinafad
Dear sir:

Rural taxpayers no longer have
garbage disposal facilities that do
not require them literally to throw
money away. Lack of local financial
support for Wastewise, a nationally-
recognized community-based recy-
cling centre that has brought posi-
tive attention to Georgetown,
threatens to eliminate the possibili-
ty of recycling the astonishing
array of material it diverts from
landfill, and will close off another
waste solution for rural residents.

Clearly the Region of Halton is
unable to deal with the garbage
already generated by its residents.

Yet taxpayers are apparently
being asked to approve the cost of
altering a rural road to benefit
those who intend to profit from a
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" By TED BROWN

then five and six-year-olds, in T-
ball, and we’ve been chasing a ball
every summer ever since.

“Why do you want to get the kids
involved in baseball?” I recall ask-
Ing,

“Gawd, all it does is waste our
summer, running to hell and back
for baseball games. We can’t even
go anywhere because we might
miss a stupid game.”

But she persisted and enrolled
the kids.

And I tagged along and pho-
tographed their games.

And our kids loved it.

For several years now, we have
assembled at the ball park with
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rural subdivision which has not
been built yet. How is it that there
are taxpayer dollars for this project
desi

gned to attract new residents to
the region when there is clearly not
enough money for services for
established taxpayers? I am not the
only taxpayer and voting citizen
who does not approve.

Yours truly,
Gloria Hildebrant

Letters
are welcome

It is newspaper policy that all
letters must be signed with a
telephone number and address,
before publication.
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other parents in the same boat, who
have tirelessly hauled their kids to
their games and sat on hard bleach-
ers while swatting black flies to
cheer their kids along.

It’s an atmosphere-all its own.

Fortunately the kids have contin-
ued to grow and improve and, with
that growth, the caliber of baseball
has reached a point where parents
now go to a game, not because they
feel they should for the sake of their
kids, but because they want to
watch it.

And as time passed, I fell victim
to the cause and helped coach. Now
after a year of coaching, I admit it;

I’'m helplessly addicted to the sport,

with all its action, strategy and
glory. _

Of course, my daughters, (in typ-
ical teenage style) tend to regularly
remind me how, at this time of year,
baseball gets me into the “triple B
mode;” that’s baseball, beer and
male bonding.

And seeing how the head coach
of our girls’ team has three daugh-
ters and I have four, we are both the

Support Bill 62

Dear editor:

Noel Duignan’s Bill 62 to stop
dumps on the Escarpment is Halton
Hills’ best chance to stop the RSI
proposal in Acton.

Protecting the escarpment is an
important concept overall but, if we
really want to get selfish about it, it
i1s the answer to our specific prob-
lem. Our town (translation: you
and I) has paid approximately
$800,000 to fight the dump so far.
Wouldn’t we rather have a leisure
centre, a hockey arena, an indoor
pool? (We’ll even settle for a tax
decrease!)

Whether you are tax conscious,
environmentally conscious or recre-
ationally inclined, it all applies to
you. Right now, this bill is being
sent back to committee. Call your
political party at Queen’s Park (1-
800-268-3747) and tell them you want
Bill 62 supported. Tell them you
want it to go to a third reading now.
If enough people take action,
maybe we could all go swimming in
something other than a sea of
garbage!

Sincerely,
Lois Fraser

m now until September

sole male species in our own house-
hold.

So there’s probably an element
of truth in their observations.

And now it’s my wife’s turn to
complain, as I sometimes spend
more time at the ball park for prac-
tices and games, or at my comput-
er, calculating stats, than I spend
with her.

But it’s all for the betterment of
baseball!

When I look at the front hall of
our house, I would venture to say
my wife is right; the reminders of
spring and summer do create some
degree of a mess inside the front
hall.

We will probably trip over a lot
more ball equipment between now
and September.

But I'll be frank; it doesn’t both-
er me a bit.

And if my wife were honest,
she’d admit the same.

Nor can she even complain.

Because, as I remind her, sign-
ing the kids up was all her idea In
the first place.




