By BRAD REAUME
Special to The Independent/Free Press

In the end, Halton Region will
have to capitulate, but at least the
province will know firsthand what
funding cuts are doing to the munic-
1pal level of government, regional
councillors decided.

Members of the region’s admin-
istration and finance committee
decided recently refused to honor
the Halton Region Conservation
Authority (HRCA) levy request for
1994 hoping to force provincial
authorities to listen to their pleas
for an end to funding cuts.

The HRCA operates much like a
school board, In that it sets its own
tax levy to pay for programs, but
the money is incorporated into the
regional levy on local tax bills.

The HRCA — facing a $71,000
budget shortfall — due primarily to
a withdrawal of provincial funding
through the conservation land tax
rebate program, has suggested in
its $7.1 million budget that this
amount be covered by a levy
Increase.

' ‘92 AEHOSTAR XL XT
; ‘91 AE ROSTAR

',‘91 TAUHUS
| ‘92 CRN VICTOBIA

. _'_‘90F150

Funding dispute leaves
HRCA in financial quandry

The provincial rebate system
covered conservation authorities by
paying 100 per cent of property
taxes for non-revenue producing
lands owned by the authorities. The
program was withdrawn last year.

“Imagine Halton Region without
Hilton Falls, Kelso, Mountsberg, or

. Crawford Lake,” sald HRCA chair-

man Brian Penman to the commit-
tee. “Until recently, all of these
properties were in private owner-
ship. I'd hate to think we would
have to sell such tourist jewels. The
HRCA has one of the largest hold-
ings of provincially significant
lands.”

Penman told the committee that
acceptance of the budget as pre-
sented would give the HRCA the
whole of 1994 to solve the funding
problem.

If the Authority had a $71,000
shortfall, Murray Stephen, HRCA
general manager, said, “Some pro-
grams would be targeted (for cut)

and it could affect employment.”

However he could not be specific.
Penman said there would be pos-
sible cuts to children’s education

programs.

Several solutions were offered to
the dilemma. Burlington mayor,
Walter Mulkewich, suggested the
HRCA and the region split the dif-
ference.

Milton mayor, Gord Krantz, sug-
gested the possibility that the
HRCA not pay their property taxes.
After three years, municipal gov-
ernment would assume default own-
ership.

. Both suggestions were discard-
ed.

“The HRCA was the meat in the
sandwich. They got a double hit
from the region and the province,”
said regional CAO John Burke.

Regional finance commissioner,
Joe Rinaldo, said including the
$71,000 shortfall on the regional tax
levy would increase taxes to the
extent that taxpayers would still get
a small tax break from last year,
but not the anticipated 0.4 per cent.

“We have no issue with the
HRCA,” said Rinaldo.

“It’s off loading by the province
as they ask us to pick up a bigger
piece of the pie.”
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GEORGETOWN

873-1626

| tnternal medicine, dentistry and other care services already in place at the

TERRA GLEN ANIMAL HOSPITAL
of R.R. #4 Georgetown, 873-1354

is pleased to announce the addition of

Dr. Bill Janitsch

to its medical staff.

| Dr. Janitsch
| Dr. Janitsch has 14 years of experience in small animal medicine and surgery,
| most recently practicing in a large central small animal hospital in Toronto.

| His special interests and experience in surgery will complement the quality of

TERRA GLEN ANIMAL HOSPITAL.
Dr. Janitsch is married, and with his wife Nancy and 1 year old son William,

hope to make Georgetown their new permanent residence. He looks forward to
meeting both established and new clients.
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" MOORE PARK PLAZA

CHICKEN LEGS | BONELESS SIRLOIN TIP

Part Back Attached
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PRODUCE

Fresh

RED STRAWBERRIES

89-.

GROCERY
KIDS CHOICE TETRA PACK DRINKS

Assorted Flavours

69°...

COOKED CHICKEN BREAST ROAST

Deli Sliced or Shaved

49

Ib. 99° 100 grams

FROZEN
MEADOWGOLD ICE CREAM

Assorted Varieties

99

4 litre tub

Product of U.S.A.
Number 1 Grade

IT’S HERE!

“DeBIT CARD TERMINAL”
Is Now AVAILABLE

GREAT QUALITY - ALWAYS FRESH
CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY & EASTER SUNDAY

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ 873-3963

Values effective Monday, April 17 through Saturday, April 23, 1994




