As of March 1994, over 130-140
million pop can tabs were collect-
ed and resulted in the purchase of
42 wheelchairs, while many sec-
ond-hand wheelchairs and some
electric wheelchairs were being
reconditioned, and one electric
hospital bed purchased.

Quite an achievement for a pro-
gram originally starting as a
hoax.

But initially it was a hoax that
began four or five years ago. No
one knows how or where it started
but thousands of people

were taken in. When the [Sa "

time came to turn tabs
in and make things hap-
pen, no one knew where
to send them or who to

call.
That’s when Jack
Baumber and Ray

Pearse, employees of the |
Elora Royal Canadian |
| Legion got into the act |
and decided to somehow
make the hoax a reality.

“Everyone was talk-
ing about 1it; it waseven | !
in the papers at the |. '
time,” said Baumber /===
about the original hoax.
“We thought it was real.
We thought we’d be sup-
plying wheelchairs.”

Needless to say, there was no
place for the tabs to go. “They
were all in my barn,” said
Baumber. “Rather than dump
them we decided to see if a metal
scrap yard in Guelph would take
them.”

The rest is history.

The first real-life wheelchair
was provided in 1989, thanks to
Baumber, Pearse and people who
collected pop can tabs.

Shortly after this a local orga-
nization, the Korean War Veterans
of Canada, decided to lend a hand
and they’ve been doing it ever
since. At first there was just a
trickle of tabs coming in but as

Running up the 'tab'
Collectors making a difference

word spread, more and more tabs
became a stream:; the Korea Vets
now want it to be a literal river of
tabs and are calling on all people
in the area to get on the bandwag-
on. They are the official represen-
tative of Baumber and Pearse in
the area and are anxious to be the
strongest supporter.

Their aim 1is to set up collection
centers where pop can tabs can be
droplped off for pick up by their

ple. |

“We’d like to see major stores,

Collecting pop tabs ha
in need. So far, 42 wheelchairs have been purchased.

such as supermarkets, become
involved; schools would make
ideal collection centres and the
cafeterias of major manufacturers
and industries would also be an
asset,” says the Public Relations
officer of Korea Vets Unit 13 local-
ly. “We’re not excluding individu-
als. Everyone can help. Churches,
hospitals, convenience stores and
myriad other stores could get into
the act. There’s no end to the pos-
sibilities. The main thing to
remember is the fact no matter
how few tabs are collected, or how
many, they all add up to
wheelchairs - conveyances that
make life for the disabled much
more comfortable and provide
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them with a means to leave a
prison-home to venture into the
outside world and become a part
of society once more. It gives
some of them a sense of that elu-
sive, though partial, independence
which they’ve never known.”

The money obtained from the
sale of pop can tabs goes directly
towards the purchase of
wheelchairs. There is no middle-
man. Every cent collected goes to
the project, no one gets a cent out
of this - it’s a labor of love.

The Korea

S 2 | Veterans got involved
g . | when Bruce, the hand-

#* | icapped son of one of
f | its member, Alan
®% | Alexander of Erin,
¢, | began collecting tabs

K | for a deaf girl who

S” | was collecting them in
g% | her church. One day
f | Bruce went to a Korea

¥ | Veterans meeting with
‘% | his father, Alan, and
.| that was the begin-
ning of a joyful associ-
. | ation of the Korea
.. | Veterans and the
=1 Elora Legion. They

staunchest supporters
of this pop can tab
campaign and they’re making
every effort to make it snowball.

“We’d like to see every busi-
ness, institution, industry, school
and individual take part. It’s ter-
rific when you realize you’re doing
something so valuable for some-
one who is so in need, and it hard-
ly takes an effort on your part. I
don’t know what to say...I guess
it’s the excitement of being part of
something worthwhile.”

Locally, until they can establish
central pick up points - you can
call on Alan Alexander at 833-2836
in the Brampton and Erin area or
Doug Bryan at 278-0792 in the
Mississauga area. They’ll be more
happy to do it.

are now one of the

J.JII‘-.I.I.J‘I‘IFI.I..I-rl...ll-...l1lJI.LJ-.-.LIJJ--J.--J--L|lrﬁ---ll.r-rrl1rl.l-r'|Ilf'r.llllll.“..ll-‘llf'-fﬂ.---.qII'{'.I'r-'rd.{lq{..d'l"...+.*.l*{i.-|@‘..|..."’.."*w ------

1

-------------------------------------------------------

BONELESS OLDE FASHION

RUMP ROAST

Product of U.S.A.

SOUR CREA

All

29

Ib. 7°° kg

---------------------------
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GREAT FUN
GREAT SAVINGS
CLIP and SAVE 10%

(not to be combined with any other offer)

Varieties

lllll

Take 9th Line to Steeles to James Snow
Parkway to Main St. Turn right on Main to
Court St. Rear parking and entrance.

--------
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355 MAIN ST.
MILTON

878-2339

to Knechtel”

_ SAVE $$$555%
D,

STORE MADE

SAUSAGES

49

b. 5% kg

PRODUCE

SUNKIST

NAVEL ORANGES

99

8 |Ib. bag

GROCERY

TASTY BAGELS

Assorted Varieties - Package of 6's

19°

GROCERY
KNECHTEL TOMATOES

19°..

SEALTEST

99°..

WATCH FOR OUR INTERAC
“DeBIT CARD TERMINAL”

COMING SOON!!!!

GREAT QUALITY - ALWAYS FRESH
CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY & EASTER SUNDAY

Bob’s prices are
real "“"MAGIC” |

M or COTTAGE CHEESE
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ 873-3963

Values effective Monday, April 4 through Saturday, Apnil 9, 1994




