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Mother favors full day kindergarten classes

By DIANE YANCHUS
Special to The Independent/Free Press

Diane Salter may be a lone voice
in the barrage of parental voices
against full day alternate day
kindergarten - she is in favor of it.

Salter studies children, how they
think, how they learn, their develop-
ment. She has earned her Masters
in Educational Psychology and is
currently working towards her PhD
in Cognitive Psychology at the
Ontario Institute for Studies in
Education as well as teaching psy-
chology at Sheridan College. On top
of those academic qualifications,
Salter is a concerned mother.

“My slant is...these kids are
quite capable of handling a full day
at school,” said Slater, whose oldest

Ballinafad General Store.

daughter was involved in such a
program. “A lot of these kids have
the benefit of a day care setting and
that’s a much longer day.”

Salter said if a coalition of edu-
cators and parents feel that five-
year-olds can’t cope with a full day,
perhaps they should not be part of
the system at all and the whole con-
cept of kindergarten should be
wiped out.

“I know it’s an outrageous thing
to say, but if we’re looking at cost
cuttings...” she said.

Even 1f pre-schoolers aren’t in
day care, most mothers have estab-
lished some kind of a socialization
program for their kids by the age of
three and four, said Salter.

A full-day program gives the
children consistency, and as for

till in limbo

The Ballinafad post office is still in limbo said Nancy Berg, owner of the

Berg sent a petition to Minister of Government Services, David
Dingwell, asking that their post office remain just as it always has been,
operated by Canada Post. Berg said she received a reply from Dingwell

saying thank you, but nothing else.

“Really a decision should have been made in August, but it wasn’t,”
Berg said. The Liberals are reviewing the Tory policy of closing rural post
offices, but there’s no time limit on the review, so no indication of when a

decision will be made, she said.
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GIVE YOUR L

A LITTLE SWEET TALK

Say “I love you” with a freshly baked Valentine’s cake
from your neighbourhood Tim Hortons.
We'll even personalize your cake with your own special message.

DONT FORGET 10 ORDER)

OUR VALENTINE CAKE FORFEB,

[

Please present this coupon before ordering.
I Coupon good at Georgetown location only February 4 to February 28, 1994 I
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- SAVE *2%

(Whole cake only)
One coupon per customer.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

326 GUELPH STREET

- 873-6373

5 MOUNTAINVIEW ROAD N.
877-6493 ‘

being tired or unable to concentrate
for a full day, she believes very few
four and five-year-olds still have
afternoon naps.

“And the school day is much
shorter,” she said. “As any teacher
or educator will tell you, kinder-
garten is for socialization, to get the
kids_ used to the whole school rou-
tine...kids have the energy to cope
with a full day.”

Salter feels it’s only a matter of
altering our parental mindset that
kindergarten must be a half-day
everyday program.

“I’'m not advocating that schools
take the place of day care or be a
babysitting service,” emphasized
Salter.
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As for concerns about the lack of
assistants to deal with all the con-
cerns the children might have dur-
ing the course of a full day, Salter
believes there are enough, along
with the parent volunteers.

In Salter’s case, the program
change would be beneficial because
her youpgest daughter could ride
home on the bus with her sister.
Otherwise she will have to place her
daughter in day care for the other
half a day but be charged for a full
day program.

“So, it’s a really big plus for
me,” said Salter, who believes other
parents might be in the same posi-
tion.

“My costs would be half.”
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“Make The Change To Knechtel”

MOORE PARK PLAZA

“BONELESS”
Olde Fashion

Rump Roast
gi 1

725 Kg

BAKERY

“FRESH STORE MADE”
Honey Garlic

Sausage
49
LB.

549 Kg

“FRESH BAKED DAILY”

BUTTER CROISSANTS

3/89¢

SCHNEIDERS
JUMBO SUMMER SAUSAGE

99

1% 100 grams

GROCERY

SUPER SPECIAL

PINE RIVER CHEESE

Old, Medium, Mild, Mozzarella

99

750 gram bar

GREAT QUALITY - ALWAYS FRESH
TD CASH MACHINE AVAILABLE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ 873-3963

Values effective Sunday, Feb. 13 through Saturaay, Feb. 19, 1994
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