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Breastfeeding Connection seeks volunteers

The Breastfeeding Connection 1is
looking for volunteers to provide
breastfeeding information to new
mothers.

Volunteers must have breastfed
at least one baby and have a posi-
tive feeling toward breastfeeding.

They will support one woman
during her nursing experience,
which would involve at least one
contact before the baby is born and
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daily calls the first week the new
mother is home, then perhaps week-
ly contact for the first three months
of the baby’s life.

Before beginning their duties
volunteers will be expected to
attend a half-day training session
consisting of education in breast-
feeding and counselling.

Anyone interested should call
Molly Monahan at 873-9200.
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Special to The Independent/Free Press

Burlington regional council
Ralph Scholtens used a presenta-
tion on area birth statistics as a
platform to further his pro-life posi-
tion on abortion, at a Halton Region
health and social services commit-
tee meeting.

The councillor said a study by
epidemiologist Terry Delmore was
“excellent” and “a real eye opener.”

“It’s good news that therapeutic
abortions have gone down,” said
Scholtens, who acknowledged that
the figures were for hospital-based
abortions only, and did not include
those performed at clinics.

“I am dismayed that a province
which has done so much to cut ser-
vices to people feels the need for
more free-standing abortion clinics,
when there 1s an apparent
decreased need.”

Scholtens acknowledged it was
possible the number of abortions at
clinics may have risen, compensat-
inlg for the reduced figure at hospi-
tals.

“When I see the figure of 612
abortions in Halton (last year) I
can only think two things,”
Scholtens said. “Lord save the souls
of those kids and, forgive them, for
they don’t know what the are
doing.”

Scholtens asked regional com-
missioner of health, Dr. Robert
Nosal, if education could “stop this
taking of the unborn.” He also sug-
gested that although AIDS kills, it
claims nowhere near the 612 abor-
tions performed at Halton hospitals
last year, and that education efforts
should be redirected at abortion.

Dr. Nosal told the committee
that sexual health and choices were
all part of a greater whole, that
education needed to be focussed on
the whole issue rather than on indi-
vidual segments of it.

“We could do more with more
money by having longer clinic
hours, better availability of contra-
ceptives and more education but
medicine can only do so much, we
have to empower people to make
their own decisions,” Dr. Nosal said.
“Everything fits together, they’re
all linked. If you prevent AIDS,
you’ll prevent abortions, it all goes
together.”

Scholtens comments’ served to
overshadow the report on birth out-
comes-in Halton over the last
decade.

The report clearly showed the
effects of Halton’s high standard of
living compared with the rest of the
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province. Dr. Delmore highlighted
several sections of the report deal-
ing with abortion, birthweight and
age of mother.

For women under 30 years of
age, the birth rate in Halton is sig-
nificantly lower than the provincial
average, while for the 30-34 age
group the rate was much higher
than the average.

Teenage birth rates were lower
in Halton than the province as a
whole but there was a major differ-
ence between north Halton which
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| Councillor uses birth report to
| promote anti-abortion views

was just under the provincial aver-
age, and south Halton, which was
far under the provincial average.

Abortion rates in Halton were
lower than the Ontario average.

Halton also has a lesser inci-
dence of low birthweight babies
defined as those weighing under 2.0
kilograms. Halton maintained
favorable comparison with the
province in every year of the study
and had a significantly better
record than the provincial average
in seven of the 10 years.
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