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GREEN THUMB
GARDENING

By CHRISTINE COLE

IN PRAISE OF
GROUNDCOVERS

Groundcovers are low-growing plants
used to cover the soil. Generally, the plants
grow quickly to cover and protect (from ero-
sion) the soil, and also form an attractive,
dense mat. But, just as important, they are
the solution to many difficult landscape
problems.

Certain groundcovers will thrive in areas
where other plants can't grow due to lack of
light or moisture and poor soil. There is an
appropriate groundcover for every situation:
low growing evergreens, perennials, and
herbs.

Some desirable plants, such as a lawn
do not grow well in heavy shade. However,
periwinkle (blue flower) Japanese Spurge,
English ivy, cotoneaster (white flowers, red
berries) and maple vines grow well in the
shade. Like a lawn, they provide a green
backdrop for other plants, but they also
need lower maintenance. They don't require
regular cutting, raking (most debris is hid-
den in leaves) or weeding (most weeds
can't compete with their dense growth) and,
other areas that are hard-to-maintain
slopes, (rough terrain) can be eliminated
with groundcovers. Crown vetch Is excellent
In this situation since it roots and grows
quickly to protect the soil and its pink flow-
ers are attractive. Other perennial ground-
covers with attractive flowers include: Ajuga
(blue), candytuft (white), creeping phlox
(red, pink, blue or white), Lily of the Valley
(white), periwinkle (purple), Snow-in-Sum-
mer (white), creeping baby's breath
(pink/white). While others have attractive
follage: Hosta (striped green/yellow,
green/white), Goutweed (variegated), silver
Mound (silver), Snow-in-Summer (silver),
Ajuga (bronze or variegated).

Don't overlook the landscape value of
groundcovers. They're practical, functional
and at the same time attractive,

The following Is a short list of perennial
plants appropriate for use as groundcovers

IN A SHADY LOCATION
JAPANESE SPURGE: Shiny, evergreen
foliage (8" tall) with cream colored spike
flowers during late spring. Grows well in
deep shade where little else will grow.
Spreads by underground runners.

IN A SUNNY OR SHADY LOCATION

AJUGA: Shont, green, bronze or variegated
follage makes excellent contrast to other
plants. Brilliant blue spikes develop in early
summer.

PERIWINKLE: Popular, rapid spreader with
long, thin stems covered in glossy green
leaves. Blue/purple flowers appear in
spring.

ENGLISH IVY: Forms dense mat, and run-
ners will grow up structures (tree trunk, wall)
a short distance. The stems form roots
where they touch the soil to produce a 6-8
inch cover.

IN A PARTIALLY SHADED

LOCATION

GROUTWEED: A green and white variegat-
ed foliage plant that reaches 9 inches in
height. Adapts to poor soil and dry condi-
tions.
COTONEASTER: A short broad-leaved
evergreen shrub that blooms (white) in early
summer and produces attractive red berries
in the fall. Stems mesh together to form a
dense mat.

IN A SUNNY LOCATION
CROWN VETCH: Extremely fast spreading
with a pink flower. Excellent for holding
slopes.

POTENTILLA: A new plant widely available
with yellow flowers similar to the Potentilla
(Cinquefoil) shrub. Vigorous grower.
CREEPING PHLOX: Very fine foliage with
attractive flowers of pink, red, white or blue.
Many other perennials also make appropri-
ate groundcovers.

Sunflower Showdown
Aug. 28/93 12-4 p.m.

Kach week Christine Cole of
Tuitman's Garden Centre and
Landscaping, Highway 25, 1
mile south of Acton, 853-2480,
will be presenting helpful tips
and information to assist you

in creating your garden show-
place!

TUITMAN'S

GARDEN CENTRE
ACTON

853-2480
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Local residents lead rally for

Prevention of

_Pat and Marg Palmer are long time res-
idents of Georgetown. They will lead the
rally riders from Toronto to Kingston on
their Harley-Davidson. As parents and
grandparents they believe strongly in the
work of the Institute for the Prevention of
Child Abuse and the need to decrease the
risks for children in our society.

~ The target is 3,000 sponsored riders rais-
ing in excess of $100,000.

Thousands of motorcycles will thunder
down Highway 401 as the first ever Ontario
Chamber of Commerce Motorcycle Ride
for the Prevention of Child Abuse takes
g‘laace on Saturday, September 25, 1993

tween Toronto and Kingston.

Motorcyclists and passengers are invit-
ed to participate in the Ride, which will
leave SkyDome in Toronto at 8:45 a.m. and
arrive at Fort Henry in Kingston at 3:30
p.m.

The event is being organized by The
Ontario Chamber of Commerce, Rotary
Clubs of Ontario and The Ontario
Association of Chiefs of Police.

Registration is $25 per rider and $10 for
each passenger. All proceeds will benefit
The Institute for the Prevention of Child
Abuse, a non-profit, charitable organization
committed to the elimination of all forms
of child abuse in Canada.

In addition to the motorcycles, marked
police cruisers from various jurisdictions
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SHOWROOM: 354 Guelph St.
Unit 26
(Georgetown

PHONE & FAX: 873_463

"August in the Park"
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August 1st
Pastor Dave Woodcock I

August 8th
Christian Bikers

Energy £
Wall" %

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE qQuoTE

EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE PRICES g S
UNSURPASSED QUALITY BACKED BY

1 YEAR CRACKED GLASS
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Pastor Bob Barwick

Child Abuse

in Canada and the United States will par-
ticipate in the Ride, providing a colourful
“escort” for the riders. et

“Numerous motorcycle organizations | - 4p 10T Lne ieaeral .
have already been contacted, and the | © 1 and. tam=- ¢
response has been very positive,” said Pat
Palmer, President of the Ontario Chamber
and a motorcycle enthusiast himself.
“Hopefully, this annual event will help
false awareness of the child abuse prob-
em.”

Recent research indicates that more | HWy. ¢
than 225,000 children are abused in Canada § #AVe. it
every year. The Ontario Chamber of
Commerce Motorcycle Ride for the
Prevention of Child Abuse aims to draw
attention to this issue, while at the same
time providing a fundraising opportunity
for The Institute for the Prevention of Child
Abuse.

Firing uyp their engines on behalf of The
Institue will be Campaign Chairman
George Irwin, President of Irwin Toy Ltd.,
and Honourary Chairmen, Toronto Police
Chief Bill McCormack and the Honourable
Lincoln Alexander, former Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario. Several sports and
entertainment celebrities have also been
invited to participate.

Registration forms for the Ride are
available by contacting The Institute for
31th§1 Prevention of Child Abuse at (416) 921-

.

1

B E OB e
& s oW
NN
LI
=
LR
W

™ BREATHER!
# $59.00 per room,
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ON HAVING NEW WINDOWS AND By . 0 f BUE s applicable taxes
o amm T FREE Continental

Breaktast for the
Family when you

A WARRANTY SECOND TO NONE. present this ad!
20 YEARS ON AIR SEALS
5 YEARS ON HARDWARE THE ROYAL CONNAUGHT HOTEL

112 King Street East
Hamilton, Ontario
1-800-263-8558

Take a Breather in

TOOGOOD

BUILDING
PRODUCTS
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setting located in
the city of Guelph

August 15th
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August 22nd
Pastor Paul Little
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An hour of traditional and contemporary Christian music
and the spoken word.

PLEASE BRING A LAWN CHAIR

Hosted by:
For more information
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Special Music at every service |

HALTON GOSPEL TEMPLE
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