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GARDENING

By CHRISTINE COLE
GROUND COVERS

Our lawns can be considered

a large area planted as a ground
cover. However, steep slopes,
rocky terrain, and deep shade
under trees can all be trouble
some areas to éstablish a lawn.
Other ground covers can be a
practical solution. Ground cov-
ers (other than turf grass) do not
have to be regu]arlkl maintained
and their dense foliage sup-
Eresses weeds. In addition many
ave evergreen foliage and

: consistent with Halton’s general it can spend,” Coupland wrote.
attractive flowers. Therefore, | o\ iq01ne of trimming an average By way of illustrating the efforts

they provide colorful, low main-
tenance solutions for areas that
are not suitable for grass.

The following is a sample of
the many plants suitable to use
as ground covers.

Ajuga or Bugleweed have
shiny bronze/green or variegat-
ed foliage that forms a dense
mat in a sunny or shady loca-
tion. In early spring Ajuga ﬂpr-::u—
duces small spikes of blue flow-
ers.

Crown vetch is excellent on
steep, sunny slopes because its
deep root system spreads quick-
ly to retain a bank of soil. Once

GreeN THUMB| Children's Aid Socie

Two Halton regional councillors
who are also board directors for
Halton Children’s Aid Society (CAS)
urged the agency be spared pro-
?osed across-the-board cutbacks in

unding.

Speaking at a Halton regional
council meeting, Burlington coun-
cillor Don Carter said “I suggest we
should probably have a very grave
concern with the (proposed) fund-
ing withdrawal from CAS. The soci-
ety could well be faced with the clo-
sure of centres. We would be threat-
ening care and the provision of ser-
vices.”

Under recently unveiled budget
cutting strategies to cope with
provincial belt tightening, Halton
Region has detailed plans to slash
almost $2 million from expenditures
this year. Halton proposes to pare
approximately $1million from the

and agencies it funds, such
as CAS, and the rest from its own
operations.

In the Halton plan, the CAS

would lose $41,000 in regional fund-
ing, to drop from $1,864,600 in
regional dollars to $1,823,600. That’s

2.2 per cent from agencies it
finances, as well as its own depart-
ments.
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Ron Coupland, the executive
director of Halton CAS, warned in
an early June letter to regional
treasurer Joe Rinaldo that the total
impact on his organization of the
cuts would be $205,105, when one
factors in provincial clawbacks as
well.

Halton’s chief administrative
officer, John Burke, said he believed
the province “is going to be reduc-
ing funding for all agencies,”
including the CAS.

Ontario pays roughly 80 per cent
of CAS costs, and regional
government underwrites the

remainder. If Ontario shrinks its 80

per cent, Halton’s matching 20 per
cent, for example, would automati-
cally be less.

In his letter, Coupland said the

Halton CAS had seen a 69 per cent

increase in costs since 1988, due to
demand for its services. That trans-
lates into $3.7 million, yet in each of
those years CAS has slashed its
operating budget, he stressed.

“The society has no service left
that it can cut, no property it can
sell and no amount of private funds

that go into aspects of Halton CAS
work, Coupland pointed out that his
organization i1nvestigated the
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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QuOTE
ON HAVING NEW WINDOWS AND

deaths of “three infants and tod-
dlers” in Halton this year. “These
particular situations reflect the
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ty pleads for funding

growing demand upon the society to
deal with family environments of
immense complexity and danger.”

established it can withstand heat S W A s plus appllcable taxes

DOORS INSTALLED IN YOUR HOME. L

and drought and its pink flow- T v FREE C f t l
ers will continue to bloom for . RN | ontinernia
months. Crown vetch reaches a EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE PRICES N B kf f h

T el rarthpnind UNSURPASSED QUALITY BACKED BY Family whe_n you
white and green foliage that A WARRANTY SECOND TO NONE. R : present this ad!
contrasts with other plants. In 20 YEARS ON AIR SEALS . §

partial shade it'll grow rapidly '

to a height of one foot. | 5 YEARS ON HARDWARE THE ROYAL CONNAUGH T H OTEL

Periwinkle or Myrtle is a

common ground cover. It has 1 YEAR CRACKED GLASS 112 K.ing Street EfaSt
small, ovai evergreen leaves on Hamilton, Ontario
long creeping stems. Periwinkle 1-800-263-8558

thrives in sun or shade and pro- SHOWROOM

duces purple/blue flowers dur-
ing midspring,

Pachysandra or Japanese
Spurge also has evergreen
foliage with a creamy white
flower in late spring. It is espe-
‘cially useful in the ﬁeavy shade
of Maple trees where little else
will grow. Pachysandra grows
to a height of 8-10 inches.

Cotoneaster is a low growing,
broadleaf, evergreen shrub. %t
produces an abundance of dain-
ty white flowers in the sprin
and vivid red berries in the fall.
IT is best planted in*a’ sunny*o
partially shaded area.
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Take a Breather in

Pest Diagnostic At Foodland, what we value most is

]u(l:;l?';fls YOU, our customer.
Visit the Garden Centre over Thatls Why we 'Oﬂer Sensational weekly

the weekend to discover com-
mon garden pests and their

specials, consistent savings in our

o Everyday Price Buster Program, and most
wekoontl . of all, the FRIENDLEST personal service
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"ITELL ALL LAWYERS THE SAME THING,
[F IT'S TOO HOT, SUE ME."

FOR TRAVEL INFORMATION - GIVE US A CALL

§737/ ROOS 2%

in town.

We like to think of ourselves as your
neighbourhood store, and we like to think
of our customers as our friends. We value
our friends, and we treat them with respect
and kindness, the way a friend expects to

be treated...because We Value YOU.

140 Mill St. E., ACTON 853-0400

Sunday 10-5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. 9-9 p.m.
Saturday 8-6 p.

Each week Christine Cole of
Tuitman's Garden Centre and
Landscaping, Highway 25, 1
mile south of Acton, 853-2480,

will be presenting helpful tips
and information to assist you

in creating your garden show-
place!

TUITMAN'S

GARDEN CENTRE

GEORGETOWN
375 Guelph St.

(Beside Georgetown
Motor Inn)

AGENCY
232 GUELPH ST., UNIT 10, GEORGETOWN

873-2000

ACTON

853-2480
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