By LISA TALLYN -
Staff writer

Acton regional councillor Rick
Bonnette plans to get Halton Peel
MP Garth Turner to put some pres-
sure on the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans to get moving
and work with Halton Region on for-
mulating a fair compensation
agreement so more water can be
taken from Fairy Lake for develop-
ment.

Bonnette said he and councillors
Marilyn Serjeantson and Norm
Elliott plan to meet with Turner
early next week.

“We have to emphasize the need
to get this resolved before the OMB
hearing (to begin June 28),” said
Bonnette. “If this isn’t resolved
there is a chance everyone (the
developers) is going to walk away
from the hearing.”

The hearing will look at the
issue of Acton boundaries, the direc-
tion and amount of growth in the
town, and which developers will get
servicing allocations and when.

Bonnette said without the com-
mittment for water, there will be no
development in Acton.

“In light of recent events that
would be like a death knell for the
town of Acton,” said Bonnette. |

The agreement is required
because the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans and the
Ministry of the Environment
(MOE) are concerned about the
effects on marine life, particularly
brook trout, and water quality in
Black Creek and Fairy Lake if more
water is taken from Prospect Park
well.

Benson Leung, manager of spe-
cial studies with Halton Region,
says Region staff plan to meet with

| Local councillors want
heat put on Fisheries

representatives from the
Department of Fisheries and
Oceans and Ministry of Natural
Resources Monday to work out the
details of the agreement.

Leung , who added region staff
haven’t even received formal word
yet from the federal government
that such an agreement is an
option, is hopeful the Department of
Fisheries doesn’t rely on just the
Fisheries Act for the agreement.

“That is a very strong document.
It has a lot of teeth to it. In certain
parts of the country where it is nec-
essary, but I believe there are ways
to formulate a fair agreement,”
said Leung.

He added under the act any per-
son who takes part in destroying
fish habitat, could face a $300,000
fine for the first offense and anoth-
er fine and up to six months in jail
for subsequent offenses.

“I don’t know all the details but
that could mean the officers and
director of an organization, such as
the CAO of the region, or members
of council.”

Bonnette said if that’s the case,
the agreement won’t likely receive
regional council approval.

Another agreement has to be
struck with the MOE, which will lay
out the parameters for monitoring
groundwater levels, quantity and
quality and the performance of the
sewage treatment plant.

A meeting has been set for June
24 to work out the details of that
agreement.

Leung said if all goes smoothly,
both agreements, would not likely
be signed until at least the end of
August. But, Leung said the OMB
hearing should proceed because
he’s optimistic an agreement will
be reached.
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