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They’re back and they’'re win-
ners.

Georgetown District High
School’s concert band picked up a
silver medal at MusicFest Canada
in Edmonton last week. The presti-
gious event at the city’s Convention
Centre drew 7,500 students and
teachers in 178 groups from across
Canada, all of whom qualified by
earning gold at regional festivals.

“Only 12 schools won gold at
Edmonton,” says Georgetown music
director Eleanor Wallace. “Our sil-
ver was really a silver plus. We
were on an emotional high.
Everyone was so focused, there was
so much energy in the room when
we performed. I'm very proud of
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Georgetown.”
The five-day festival included
clinics, workshops, and perfor-
mances by some of North
America’s top professional players.
Several Georgetown students
enthused over their sessions with
trumpeter Bobby Shew, who has
played with Woody Herman, Dizzy
Gillespie, and Elvis Presley.

Although the daily schedule kept
them busy from early morning until
late at night, students found time
for an afternoon at the West
Edmonton Mall, for strolling in 30
degree weather (that’s Celsius),
and for part of the final Toronto-St.
Louis hockey game, before leaving
their hotel for another evening con-
cert.

Students spent several months

preparing for their trip, not only
with intensive rehearsals three
times a week, but in fundraisers
such as pizza sales and weekend
car washes that drew excellent sup-
port from the community. Some
recovered most of the cost of their
airfare and accommodations.

Accompanying the 50 students
were Eleanor Wallace, music teach-
er Joe Quinlan, former student
Mark Micklethwaite, and parent
Alistair Macewan.

MusicFest concluded with a
giant dance for everyone attending.
All students proclaimed the week’s
events an excellent experience.
“The only negative was our bedtime
was too early,” says William
Harpur. “We had to settle in by
12:30.” :
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Laurie Duncan with bass clarinet, |
Mark Peterson on trumpet and i
Jenna Stuart-Hagge with clarinet |
make music sitting on their suit-
cases as they arrived back at
GDHS with a silver award.
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Shop With Us Saturday Evenings till 9:30 p.m.!

Offering over 140 quality Shops and Services
Including Sears, K-Mart and Cineplex Odeon.

On Stone Road Just off Hwy. #6 in Guelph




