Farmers market in jeopardy

By WENDY LONG

Special to the Independent/Free Press

A proposed Halton Hills farmers
market is on the line after the
Ministry of Transportation (MTO)
balked on issuing the necessary
entrance permits and continue to
stall.

The market, to be located just
west of Georgetown on Hwy 7, south
of the Silvercreek cutoff, is the
dream of farmer Philip Bender and
Marion Rusk.

Last November the two
entrepreneurs, known as Barnside
Marketeers Ltd., began creation of
the proposed farmers market on the
former Timberland Lumber proper-
ty.

Originally scheduled to open to
the public in December, the market
was stalled days before its opening

by the MTO requesting a traffic -

impact study and expressing con-
cern a left turn lane was needed for
the high-volume road.

For the last three months
Bender and Rusk have been chasing
provincial politicians for their help
In obtaining the MTO’s needed cer-
tification without the costly expense
of the left turn lane.

At a meeting Tuesday evening at
the Georgetown Optimist Centre,
Bender and Rusk faced 25 would-be
vendors to explain the situation and
ask for their continued support on a

- Stores may
open Monday

Police have been mstructed
f 'jtu charge stores which open o
- Good Friday, April 9 and
- Easter Sunday, April 11 unless
- they qualify for an exemption
under the Retaﬂ Hollday
_ Business Act.
.~ Stores may remain open on
Easter Monday, contrary to a
story Wednesday's paper stat-
-ing that stores open Monday
~would also be charged

A SPECIAL THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED MAKE

RED'S VAGATION POSSIBLE

strained financial time line. -

The pair object to the MTO’s
concerns in several aspects.
Primarily, Bender and Rusk
explained that the MTO’s figures
are based on guidebook numbers
that fail to look at the individual sit-
uation. The proposed market would
operate on weekends only, eliminat-
Ing the threat of rush hour traffic
and prime periods, explained Rusk.

As well, they said they are
opposed to paying $180,000 (a figure
taken from a nearby left turn lane
recently added on Hwy 7 to enter a
housing development) for the turn
lane when Hwy 7 is scheduled to be
widened within two years, destroy-
ing the turn lane anyway, Rusk
said.

Bender and Rusk said they tried
to suggest alternatives to the turn
lane to the MTO, which all but fell
on deaf ears.

Bender and Rusk pointed out
that a farmers market is zoned
commercial and that the property
under discussion has been a com-
mercial property since 1957. Three
properties on the strip were given
permits last year without a turning
lane required, said Rusk.

“We're paying $7,000 taxes a year

on this property and we can’t use
it,” Rusk said emphatically. “How
can they legally and moral]y do
this?”

Barnside Marketeers Ltd. have
forked out cash for engineers, archi-
tects, lawyers, planners, a traffic
impact study and other expenses.
But the well is running dry, and
Rusk said that they can’t hold out
any longer than May 1.

In light of frustrated attempts to
establish the market on the initial
property, Bender and Rusk are
considering alternative locations.

“I think our one last hope is to
raise a little hell,” Rusk told the
vendors in attendance at the meet-

ing. She asked vendors and mem- -

bers of the public to get mad and
write, phone and fax their MPPs
(some vendors are from neighbor-
ing communities outside of Halton)
and the Ministry of Transportation.

In an initial marketing survey
conducted by Barnside Marketeers,
Rusk said 98 out of 100 called
approved the creation of a farmers
market. She added that there is a
vendor waiting list, and citizens
continue to ask when the market
will finally open.

The major stumbling block
remains the MTO’s cooperation and
approval. Rusk said that a meeting
with Transportation Minister Gilles
Pouliot is the only solution left to
tackle the left turn lane dilemma.

This meeting has to be request-
ed by a political representative, in
the case of Halton Hills, MPP Noel
Duignan. Rusk and Bender have
felt thwarted in this avenue as a
meeting has not been forthcoming. .

“We’ve been waiting from the
first of January for our MPP to
make a phone call to the Minister of
Transportation,” Rusk said in dis-
gust.

At this point in time, support for
a farmers market has been
expressed by hundreds of citizens,
Mayor Russ Miller on behalf of the
town, the Ministry of Agriculture
and Food, the Milton Chamber of
Commerce (Milton operates a suc-
cessful farmers market in their
downtown core), the Halton Hills
Chamber and the Niagara
Escarpment Commission, which
iIssued Rusk and Bender a permit
based on 24 conditions being met.

“The mayor has been 110 per
cent behind us,” Rusk said. “He
even wrote a letter to the Ministry
saying he wants this in the commu-
nity. The town has already said
they’d move mountains for us.”

Many expressed feelings that the
market selling produce and arti-
sans’ handlcrafts will benefit the
community of Halton Hills and
maintain a quality, rustic air of
rural Ontario.

“I can’t understand why they’re
going to allow a left turn lane which
has never been there to get in the
way,”
he believes the market will create
at least 100 jobs and stimulate the
local economy.

Larry Loucks would like to thank the following companies,
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UAP - First Aid Kit
Bill Smith Auto
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- Gift Certificate

Terry Simmons - Battery

Coleen Cadger
- Gift Certificate

Tammy Calver - Masks

Georgetown Rentall

Cars Inc. - Parts Box
Pronto Rad & Muffler

McEachern Steering Specialties
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Varian

- Sport Bags

Curwood Packaging
- Screw Drivers, Wrenches
Wayne Buttery - DJ Booth

Mike Coté

Al Loucks

Dave Calver and Sherry Welburn

Bill Laundrie
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IGA ENGLISH MUFFINS

Package of 6
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Specia

COUPON VALUE 60¢ ¢ |
doz.

|IGA LARGE EGGS

With this coupon.

| Without coupon pay $1.59.
Limit 1 coupon per dozen. Limit 2 coupons per customer.
i Coupon valid until closing Saturday, April 10, 1993
I— at Georgetown |.G.A. only.
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COUPON VALUE 60¢ ¢ |
|IGA LARGE EGGS doz.|
With this coupon. !
Without coupon pay $1.59. I

I Limit 1 coupon per dozen. Limit 2 coupons per customer.
! Coupon valid until closing Saturday, April 10, 1993
I— at Georgetown |.G.A. only.

COUPON VALUE 50¢

i |GA POTA'!;M pg 9¢1o b bagl

OES

I Without coupon pay $1.49. I
Limit 1 coupon per 10 Ib. bag. Limit 2 coupons per customer.
I Coupon valid until closing Saturday, April 10, 1993 I

at Georgetown |.G.A. only.

COUPON VALUE 50¢

IGA POTA'!;OES 9 9¢1o b. bag |

Without coupon pay $1.49. l
Limit 1.coupon per 10 Ib. bag. Limit 2 coupons per customer.
Coupon valid until closing Saturday, April 10, 1993 ]
at Georgetown [.G.A. only.

COUPON VALUE 50¢

SAVE 50° ON MILK

ANY 4L BAG OF HOMO, 2%, 1%, SKIM

With this coupon. Without coupon pay regular price.
Limit 1 coupon per 4L bag. Limit 2 coupons per customer.
Coupon valid until closing Saturday, April 10, 1993
L at Georgetown |.G.A. only.
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COUPON VALUE 50¢

,  SAVE 50° ON MILK |

ANY 4L BAG OF HOMO, 2%, 1%, SKIM

With this coupon. Without coupon pay regular price.
Limit 1 coupon per 4L bag. Limit 2 coupons per customer.
Coupon valid until closing Saturday, April 10, 1993
at Georgetown |.G.A. only.

SPECIAL SPECIAL CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON
o ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT WITH $50.00
AND OVER TOTAL GROCERY ORDER
o (excluding tobacco)
Our way of saying
"Thanks to our valued customers".
Limit one coupon per total $50.00 and over grocery purchase.

Limit one coupon per customer. I
Coupon valid until closing Saturday, April 10, 1993 at Georgetown IGA only. —I

HALTON HILLS IGA STORE HOURS
Sat. Bhggwn; ‘SFDrLﬁBSi? égafnm- 6 pm

Thank You For Shopping IGA
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