By ANGELA BLACKBURN

Special to the Independent/Free Press

After getting $1 million more in
grants than expected from the
Ministry of Education, Halton
Board of Education trustees voted
unanimously to use the cash to
cushion the tax blow for taxpayers.

At the March 22 finance commit-
tee meeting, trustees approved a 2
per cent expenditure budget
increase for a $291.3 million 1993
budget. Trustees formally approved
this budget at Thursday's board
meeting.

[t translates to a 3.4 per cent
increase or $43 more on the average
tax bill when the budget is factored
together with provincial grant rev-
enues.

The grants came in $3.7 million
short over 1992 instead of the $4.7

million shortfall expected under

provisional grant formulas
announced earlier this year. It
means 21.5 per cent of the board’s
budget comes from the province
while 78.5 per cent is raised through
local property taxes.

The $1 million, applied directly
to the mill rate increase, brings the
mill rate increase to 3.4 per cent or
$43 on the average tax bill instead
of the 4.01 per cent increase or $50
on the tax bill that’s actually reflec-
tive of the 2 per cent expenditure
budget increase.

In what’s been billed the tough-
est budget year ever, it all left edu-
cation director Bob Williams still
struggling to find another $500,000.

When trustees demanded admin-
istration come up with a 2 per cent
expenditure budget increase, cuts
were made across the board and
still there was a shortfall of $1.2
million.

So Williams went out to board
employees and asked them to
donate the equivalent of a day’s pay
each to the board, to raise the
money.

After much controversy among
employees about the request,
Williams announced March 22 that
approximately half of the board’s
4,000 full-time equivalent staff had
responded and approximately half,
$500,000, of the money has been
raised.

The deadline for contributions
from staff has been extended to
March 31 and Williams said he
remains hopeful staff will cooper-
ate.

The director has said the $1.2
million could be raised through the
contribution scheme or approxi-
mately 75 layoffs. Layoffs to pick up

the remaining $500,000 could still be
in order.

“We’re looking for another
$500,000 and potentially there could
be some layoffs or severance agree-
ments,” said Williams, although the
director said it could be an “ethical
1ssue” for him to have to lay off
staff in light of receiving the unex-
pected $1 million in provincial grant
revenues.

On the number of staff contribu-
tions made thus far, Williams said,
“I guess I've got to say I'm pleased
with the result. It shows a clear
understanding of a significant num-
ber of staff of our financial situa-
tion,” said Williams, noting no infor-
mation 1s being collected about who
1s contributing and who isn’t.

The Halton Chapter of the
Ontario Secondary School Teachers
Federation (OSSTF') put up some
stiff opposition to the scheme.

“We’re sending a letter out to
staff, thanking them and reiterating
the need. We’ve been asked by a
number of staff to give them more
time,” said Williams.

The board also got news March
22 that it will receive a $1.4 million
one-time grant for the purpose of
restructuring.

For their part, trustees looked at
10 trustee-proposed amendments to
cut the budget. All but one were
rejected by trustees.

The elected officials did agree to
cut the publication of the board’s
Our Schools magazine to save

chool board cushions tax blow

approximately $20,000. That adjust-
ment however affected the mill rate
only a small fraction of a percent-
age point

Among items not cut from the
budget:

 On saving $185,000 by cutting a
temporary assistance account for
clerical workers by 50 per cent,
Halton Hills trustee Dave Whiting
said it showed misunderstanding to
think clerical work doesn’t affect
students directly.

e A suggestion to have only
trustees who live north of Britannia
Road claim mileage was called dis-
criminatory by some trustees while
another noted that while trustee
honorariums haven’t increased in
two years, one-third of it is tax free.
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EVERY BUNNY LOVES OUR

Easter Brunch

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 1993

Easter Brunch in the country by a crackling fireplace at the

Georgetown Golf and Country Club

‘Menu

10:30-2 p.m.

- | Honey glazed ham, roasted turkey, roast beef a jus,

shrimp, salads, lasagna, bacon & eggs, crepes, French

toast, fruit salad, fresh baked goods, tempting cakes and

pastries, coffee, tea, juice and more.

H\‘\

|. ‘-‘l a
- 1-._%1

per person
plus taxes

$

Children five & under eat Free when accompanied by an adult

\% And a visit from the Easter

Bunny for all ages.

EXPIRES APR. 8th '

WHOPPER

|

|

|

|

|
*Buy a Whopper® :
af the regulor price |
and get asecond |
Whopper” FREE! :
|

|

|

Please present this coupon
before ordening. Not valid
with any other offer

No cosh volue. Applicoble
toxes payable by bearer
Volid only ot porticipoting
Burger King "~ restauronts

R e
BURGER

KING

174

RIGHT |
AWAY |

tXPIRES
APRILE 1993

APR. 5th to APR. T |

IREE FREE

BACON DOUBLE
CHEESEBURGER

No cosh volue. Applicable
taxes poyable by bearer
Valid only ot porticipoting
nger King " restourants

YALID FROM
APRIL 5-11 1993

*Buy a Bacon Double

ouR
Ry

VALID FROM
APRIL 12-18 1993

APR. 121h to APR. 18th

CHICKEN
SANDWICH

*Buy a Chicken Sandwich

No cosh value. Applicoble
taxes payable by bearer
Valid only ot participating

Burger King " restouronts. WAY

-

No cosh value. Applicoble
toxes poyable by beorer
Valid only ot participating

YALID FROM
APRIL 19-30, 1993

APR. 19t to APR. 30th

FREE

WHOPPER

*Buy a Whopper”

Burger King” restaurants WAY

.

EXPIRES APR 30#7

1ooaam
OFF

POUTINE

. at the reqular price | .
Cheeseburger at the regular at the regular price ] guiarp ! Crispy, golden fries
price and get a second Bacon and get a second and get a secon smothered with delicious
L] L] *

Double Cheeseburger FREE! Chicken Sandwich FREE! Whopper” FREE! melted cheese and gravy!
Please present this coupon AT Please present this coupon -, Plese present this coupon - < Please present this coupon IR T
before ordering. Not valid BURGER before ordering. Not valid BURGER before ordering. Not valid BURGER I before ordering. Not valid BURGER
with any other offer with any other offer. K'NG with any other offer. KlNG with any other offer. K'NG

No cosh volue. Applicable -

toxes payoble by beorer
Valid only of participating

 Yrpr g e WAY

EXPIRES
| apwit 30, 1993

1988 AEROSTAH XL

{ V6, air, power locks & win-
dows autornanc STK#92124

1933 THUNDERBIRDS..\ .
I l locks & wi
i ;TI(:#BSOOJO 495,

1991 F150 SUPER CAB XLT
{ V8, automatic, AM/FM

{ cassette.

11989 MUSTANG LX COUPE

{ Auto. air, power windows & locks.
{ Tift and cruise.

| 1991 ESCORTLX
Air, auto, AM/FM,

11988 COUNTRY SQUIRE WAGON

{Loaded with options.

1 much. much more.

11989 CROWN VICTORIA
{ Loaded. Loaded. Loaded. Only
466.000 kms. Very desiraole.

11989 FI50 PICK UP

1 Two tone, 5 speed, S
LAMFM. sTk#82163A 9995

| 1569 JEEP CHEROKEE LITED

locks. A.B.S.

s 895

*15,795.

STK#82184A

e
.............

8, 693,

_STK#92154 °

power Iocks

STK#A3340A87 ,495.

T R S S

1990 TAURUS LX

V6, auto, air, power seats and 510 695

STK#S 32

B e T I A ——

4 x4, air, power windows &
STK#932B

S16 695.

GEOHG ETOWN
873-1626

-
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Acton/Georgetown - Sunday, M




