Environmentalist says:
Women will

make the

difference
By JANET DUVAL _

Special to the mdependent/IFFree Press

Joan Cornfield came home from
the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro
last June frustrated. Frustrated at
the complexity of the problems fac-
ing our planet, frustrated at the
mindset of people back home, and
frustrated to see governments dom_g
“such dumb things.”

So the former head of English at
Erin District High School, with a
doctorate from OISE (Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education)
sat down and wrote 47 letters to
President George Bush.

“I call them the White House let-
ters. My house 1s white too,” she
says. “They’re very personal, com-
ing out of my life, and addressing
the environment.” She’s added a
forward to Bill Clinton, and hopes
the letters might be published as a
small book.

Cornfield, formerly known as
Joan Davison, spoke to the
Canadian Federation of University
Women, Georgetown, recently, one
of many local groups which funded
her trip to Rio as the delegate of
the group POWER (Protect Our
Water and Environmental
Resources).

The Earth Summit was the
greatest gathering of economic and
political leaders in earth’s history,
she says. “I feel one of the blessed
of the earth to have been thgre.”

But there was little opportunity
to see heads of state. Their confer-
ence was a one hour bus ride away
from the Global Forum, which Joan
and thousands of non-government
delegates attended. At the Global
Forum, delegates from around the
world negotiated “alternative
treaties” on desertification,
women’s issues, pollution of the
oceans, and much more, inside 33
airy tents in Flamingo Park.

Our planet is in grave danger,
she says. “If we don’t change our
ways, our perceptions, our habits,
our children will inherit a dying
planet.”

But when you get into the envi-
ronmental movement, “it’s a jungle
out there.” The British Columbia
forest industry, for example, had a
booth at Rio defending clear-cutting
of old growth forests. “Sure they're
reforesting, but we’re talking
biomass here. A little seedling
doesn’t replace a giant tree.”

“We have to disrupt people’s
lives to save the planet. What'’s
more important, jobs or the envi-
ronment? Jobs, or life itself?”

The question hit home just as
forcibly at an open pit gold mine
she visited, where mercury used to
treat the gold 1S poisoning workers’
children through the water supply.
“How do you change social struc-
tures to give those poor people a
healthy life?”

Brazil gets criticized for clear-
cutting its rainforests, visible from
the airplane as “little bandaids” in
the jungle. “But environmentalists
call Canada the Brazil of the North.
We're a lot richer, so we don’t have
as much of an excuse.”

“The pack of cards we’ve put our
faith in will crumble,” she says. “No
one has the answer to all our envi-
ronmental problems, but pretending
they’re not there is walking around
in denial.”

It’s women, she believes, who
are going to make a difference, to
move in “with our different con-
sciousness and perceptions, and
bring the changes we need in the
world.” Never under-estimate your
own power to make change, she
urged, mentioning the achieve-
ments of “mothers with a passion”
who have forced changes on the
world.

For the inevitable “What can we
do?” question, she offered a list of
actions she’s drawn up. It’s alright
to start as a NIMBY (“not in my
back yard”). Find one thing you
can change at home or on the job,
do it well, act collectively, and keep
sane.

“I sense women stirring, ques-
tioning the whole fabric of our
notions of how the world is run,
looking at the hierarchy there. It’s
exciting to be part of that.”
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receive complimentary use of our
Rolls Royce or Stretch Limos.

Valentine's Day on the Town compliments of
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and these fine sponsors
* Brunch for two at Belamy's
* Limo Service from Carl's Catering
* Portraits from Fishback Photography
* 21 day membership at Work That Body
* Heart Pendant from Kerns'
* Cake from Baskin Robbins
* Dinner for two at Someplace Else

Your special day will be recorded by our photographer and featured in an
upcoming issue of this paper.

The contest is open to any couples over the age of 18 who are not
employees or family members of the sponsors or the Independent/Free
Press. Entry forms are also available at sponsors located in Georgetown.
No purchase is necessary but you and your valentine must be available on
Valentine's Sunday, Feb. 14 to accept prizes.
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Diamond Pendant

Special Valentine

$69.95 - $109.95

' A Diamond Pendant is waiting for the lucky
winners of our Valentine Dream Date Contest.

THE DIAMOND PEOPLE SINCE 1939
DISCOUNT APPLIES TO REGULARLY PRICED MERCHANDISE ONLY

Book one of our Wedding Packages and (Carl's

Catering Company

Catering to Halton Hills and surrounding area since 1959
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Valentine's Day Limousine Service for the winning couple. CONSULTATION

A qift from Carl's Catering.

2 for 1 SPECIAL

for you & your Valentine
Sign up for a Work That Body Fitness
Programme before Feb. 15 with a friend
and initial membership service fee will be

at our two for one price.
Valentine Winners to receive

Free Membership of
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21 days for hrm
21 days for hcr
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Work That Body
232 GUELPH STREET
GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO

(416) 877-0771

Special orders

873-4873
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FILET MIGNON & SHRIMP ALFREDO
A 7 oz. bacon wrapped filet combined with our $17.99
shrimp alfredo.

PRIME RIB (Friday & Saturday only) $14.99
Our famous slow roasted prime rib with Yorkshire
Pudding, veggie of the day. and choice of rice

pilaf, french fries or baked potatoes.

ROAST BEEF BUFFET (Sunday only)
Our very popular Sunday Roast Beef Buffet,
including our Soup 'n Salad Bar and Dessert

Table.
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CQMPLIMENTARY BRUNCH
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Special Menus all weekend
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Winning couple to receive
$50.00 gift certificate
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Please mail or drop off entries to:
| VALENTINE DREAM DATE
The Georgetown Independent/Acton Free Press
211 Armstrong Ave., Georgetown, Ont. L7G 4X5
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: The draw will be made at noon Feb. [1/93. Please
rindicate a second telephone number where we may
Icontact you
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