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Two police officers from Clinton, lowa visited Georgetown constable Bill Riddle, Lt. Mike Gertson from Clinton,
recently to get a first-hand look at Halton Hills successful
village constable programs. From left are Acton’s village
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Georgetown village constable Nick Leoni and Lt. Chuck
Witt from Clinton.

Study village constable program

U.S. offic
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Police officers from Clinton,
Iowa have been in Halton over the
past couple of weeks shadowing vil-
lage constables and talking to
Halton Police Service administra-
tors about their successful commu-
nity policing program.

On Tuesday, Lt. Chuck Witt and
Lt. Mike Gertsen of Clinton’s police
department were in Georgetown
getting some pointers on communi-
ty policing from Acton’s village con-
stable Bill Riddle and Georgetown’s
village constable Nick Leoni.

“We are experiencing some prob-
lems that have cropped up over a
period of time,” said Witt of Clinton.
“The problems include gangs, van-
dalism and drugs.”

The Clinton force is planning to
launch a community policing pro-
gram there to attempt to deal more
effectively with those problems.
Clinton has a population of 30,000
and is about a two-and-a half hour
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ers visit Halton Hills

drive from Chicago, Illinois.

The constable-centred general-
1st, or village constable is the main-
stay of Halton’s community policing
program. It is a relatively new con-
cept for Clinton, but has been in
place 1n Halton for about seven
years.

“We have a lot of visitors here to
take a look at community policing,”
said Sgt. Dan  Okoluski, coordinator
of the program in Halton. “We are
considered leaders in community
policing right across North
America.”

The first village constable pro-
grams were started in Halton in
Burlington and Nassagewaya in
1985. In 1988, a village constable
began working in Acton and in 1991,
Georgetown saw its first village
constable.

“We have been showing the offi-
cers from Clinton what we do here,”
sald Leoni. “They are learning the
whole concept of community polic-
ing.”

Leoni and Riddle explained to
the two Clinton officers how they
have become part of the communi-
ties they work in. They attend com-
munity events and serve on commu-
nity groups and boards.

“The role of the police officer is
changing. Twenty years ago it was
our role to keep the peace, but now
we do more than that. Now we have
to act as social workers too,” said
Witt.

“In the past police have dealt
with 5 per cent of the population 95
per cent of the time. Now we plan to
become involved with the other 95
per cent,” said Witt.

Witt says the process has been
started in Clinton to put community
policing into operation. A 12-block
square has been identified as a tar-
get area and four officers have been
assigned to work it.

Witt says the program will be
similar to the Halton programs and
a storefront office will be set up in
the community.
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SOLID COLOR
100% COTTON

SWEATERS

CHIP & PEPPER

T-SHIRTS

100% COTTON
SALE PRICE

», BOXING DAY PRICES NOW!

OPEN BOXING DAY DEC. 27
BouriQue QUALITY AT DISCOUNT PRICES

VELVET

SWEDISH

COMFORT DRESSES

100% COTTON

e 29.39
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SALE PRICE

SWEDISH

COMFORT LEGGINGS

BLACK & RED
SALE PRICE
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CHRILDREN"S CLOTRHING
873-9566 DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN 52 MAIN ST.
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Join With Us On
Christmas Eve
For A

Community Carol Sing and
Candlelight Service
Thurs., Dec. 24th - 7 p.m.

Refreshments to Follow

Georgetown Community
Church

318 Guelph St., Unit 13
Georgetown, Ontario L7G 4B5
877-1374

ﬂf David & Donna Kennedy

GREAT GIFT

FLETCHER'S<
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' MEN'S & LADIES'
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WINTER GLOVES

| Warm thinsulate lining.
Wool or leather.
Taupe, red, black or grey.

QUALITY FROM ISOTONER

] MEN'S & LADIES'
SLIPPERS

Super assortment
of colors and sizes.
Styles to suit everyone on your

1 Christmas list.

QUALITY FROM KAUFMAN

MEN'S & LADIES'
WINTER BOOTS

From practical work wear for

for ladies.
QUALITY NAME BRANDS

PE

Fletchers

DORTHIC SERVICE

Certified Pedorthist on Staff - Orthopedic Prescriptions Filled

"THE FOOT PROFESSIONALS™

GREAT DRESS
' AND CASUAL
PURSES

in an assortment of colors
to match our shoes.
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Family
Shoe Store

r - o
e

Mon.-Wed. 9:30-6 Thurs.-Fri. 9:30-9 Sat. 9-5:30
41 MAIN ST. S., DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN

877-1664

men to elegant evening designs
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