'Oh, Christmas tree

Care and selection
are important for

ByBARBYOS
Special to the Independent/Free Press

If you plan to buy a natural
Christmas tree this year, buy the
freshest one available and keep it
fresh. These are the two most
important things to remember in
selecting and caring for a real
Christmas tree.

To check for freshness, follow a
few tests:

Gently stroke a
branch with nee-
dles. If the tree is
fresh, the needles
should not come
off in your hand.
Look on the ground
around the stand-
ing tree. If there 1s
an excessive num-
ber of green nee-
dles on the ground,
it might be wise to
reject the tree.

Place a needle
between your
thumb and forefin-
ger and bring the
ends together. With
the exception of
balsam f{ir, if the
tree is fresh, the
needle should
bend, not break.

After you have
selected the tree of
your choice, keep
it fresh 1n your
home. Store it in
sheltered unheated
areas, such as a
porch or garage until you are
ready to decorate it. Saw off about
an inch of the butt and put the
base of the trunk in snow or in a
pail of water. |

When you bring the tree
indoors for decorating, make a
fresh cut across the butt of the
tree. The cut removes possible

‘Today a Christmas
tree producer works
hard to get quality
trees to market in the
freshest condition
possible.'

clotted resins that could prevent
the tree from absorbing water.

Once the tree is securely
mounted in the stand, keep the
stand filled with water by adding
to it daily. A tree may absorb from
a pint to a gallon of water daily,
depending upon its size and condi-
tion.

The water will prevent the nee-
dles from drying and the boughs
of the tree from
drooping. The tree
will remain fresh
all through the
season. It will not
be a hazard in the
home. A
Christmas ftree
with moisture in
its branches and
needles 1s no
more flammable
than a damp leaf.

Today'’s
Christmas
producer works
hard to get quality
trees to market in
the freshest condi-
tion possible. A
plantation (com-
mercially) grown
tree is sheared
annually for
greater symmetry
and some vari-
eties are fertilized
to promote green-
er and healthier
foliage.

Natural
Christmas trees
offer so much pleasure to any
Christmas celebration. That is
why so many Canadian families
choose the real tree in their homes
for a truly traditional Christmas.

(Barb Vos represents Northern
Hardwood tree farm, located on
Eramosa/Milton town line be-
tween Hwy. 7 and Guelph Line.
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OCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
SERVIMG ALL OF HALTON HILLS AND SURROUNDING AREAS.
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WE CARRY QUALITY
PRODUCTS FROM

BARRYMORE, PHILADELPHIA,
RICHMOND, VANTAGE,
NATIONAL CARPET MILLS,
ARMSTRONG, CONGOLEUM,
MARCO POLO ORIENTAL RUGS,
OLYMPIA, RAMCA, MIDGLEY &
WEST, HOLTEN IMPEX,
CERAMICA, MIHALIC
HARDWOODS, IMPERIAL
FLOORING AND MORE

FREE
Shop at home

FREE

Estimates

573-1443

BIG ON
QUALITY,
SELECTION,
SERVICE
& VALUE
OPEN
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Opren Bar 6 pm -7 Pm
Steak Dinner & Wine 7 pm

98 MILL ST.
GEORGETOWN
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CHRISTMAS |
SPECIALS!

UNIQUE GIFT IDEA
MARCO POLO ORIENTAL RUGS
CHINESE PEKINGS rrom *89.95 ea.

*J BASEMENT CARPET rrom '8.00 sq. yd.

QUALITY BROADLOOM rrom *19.95 sq. yd.

S «NEW ERA” TEXTURED SAXONY

ONLY *15.95 sq. yd. INSTALLED with c!:aad
10 COLOURS TO CHOOSE FROM (min. 25 sq. yd.)

PREMIUM QUALITY 12 X 12 CERAMIC
FLOOR TILES %2.25 sq'1t.

SHEET VINYL rFrom '9.99 sq. yd.

FOR THE
ENVIRONMENTALLY
CONSCIOUS

"R ROBERTS "EARTHBOND®
Adhesives that are solvent free
containing no alcohol, methanol,
glycol, ammonia, formaldehyde or

carcinogens, therefore no hazardous
vapors and dramatically reduced
potential for poliution of the
environment. We guarantee our
quality products and installations

:COMRETITIVE PRICES!
, VE

DJ Starts 8:30 pm - 1:30 am 3
Late Night Buffet 10:30 pm  “3¥mpag, |

Tickets on Sale Dec. 2nd to Dec. 11
at Georgetown Golf & Country Club 10-5

877-8468
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