Regional officials

scoff at RSI claims

By STUART NST

Staff writer

The current divisional court
review of an Ontario tribunal’s dis-
missal of Reclamation Systems
Inc.’s plans to landfill the Acton
Quarry could jeopardize Halton
Region’s own landfill, RSI’'s presi-
dent charges.

However, regional officials scoff
at the claim, arguing the company
1s only clutching at straws.

RSI president Walter Graziani
said in a recent interview that if an
Ontario court upholds the tribunal
ruling in September against his
company, Halton’s prior approvals
given by the same board for its
landfill could be revoked.

“From a layman’s point of view,
I believe projects that have been
approved in the past, such as what
Halton received for its landfill,
could become void,” Graziani said.
“We've said all along that the way
we did it, was the way it was sup-
posed to be done, and past boards
supported that. But, from our point
of view, if the court says the board
had no jurisdiction, then I think it
will have to go back to all the other
projects that went through a consol-
idated hearing. That’s the kind of
implication there is, and is certain-
ly what a lot of people are saying.”

Almost two months ago, a con-
solidated hearing board comprised
of Ontario Municipal Board and
ministry of environment officials,
ruled that it does not have the
jurisdiction to conduct a full-blown
hearing into RSI’s proposal. It rea-
soned that there were gross inade-
quacies in the company’s procedure
of complying with the various legis-
lation, so much so that not enough
information existed to properly
review and evaluate its plans.

During the preliminary hearing
in June, RSI lawyers argued in vain
that the process they followed was
similar to what Halton Region went
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through to get approvals for its
landfill, which finally opened last
month.

RSI solicitors Richard Hassard
and Michael Jeffrey argued at the
time that Halton had also skipped a
few stages during the process, such
as not filing a leachate collection
plan under the Ontario water
resources act.

But, Halton solicitor Mark
Meneray said in an interview last
week that RSI's arguments deal
with “insignificant points,” and
have no bearing at all on Halton’s
landfill.

“In our own landfill, we were
meticulous in getting our I's dotted
and our T’s crossed,” he stressed.
“RSI’s applications were fundamen-
tally deficient, and the cumulative
effects of them not following the
process only made it worse....The
courts won’t look at insignificant
things. If we had a minor departure
from the process, it wasn’t to such a
degree to impede the board’s ability
to deal with the issue. And that’s
the difference...(RSI) thinks the
rules were changed for them during
the process, but our view is they
didn’t follow the process properly to
begin with.”

Ontario Hydro recently asked
the divisional court to review the
tribunal’s decision against RSI. The
utility company is planning a trans-
mission corridor west of London,
and is going through the same
extensive environmental hearing
process that RSI was required to
follow.

Fearing the hearing board may
rule that it also has no jurisdiction
in their case, Ontario Hydro has
asked the court to determine if they
are in the same boat as RSI, and, if
so, what needs to be done to get
back on track.

Halton Hills, local environment
groups, Halton Region and RSI offi-
cials are keeping a close eye on the
outcome of the court review.
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The United Way of Halton Hills received a cheque for
$2,378 from Neilson Dairy employees last week. That
money was raised through bake sales, raffles and payroll
deductions. On hand for the cheque presentation were
from left; Neilson employees vice-president of administra-

& LEVOLOR

WINDOW MAGIC PREMIERE
CUSTOM 1’ ALUMINUM

VENETIAN BLINDS

Over 100 colours to choose from.

v Compared to St Clair's After Sale Price on these selected items.
Offer expires Saturday December 12, 1992.

NT
s

ng

ON PAI

T cdSy 10 apply
Unbeatable value (#8110)

;&h; ;\ |
K1 VINYL
VENETIAN BLINDS

In white. almond and grey Everyday low prices
Install in minutes

tOUR PRICE GUARANTEE! |If you find a comparable quality paint or
wallcovering elsewhere within 30 days. bring in proof of purchase of
our product and we will happily refund the difference. Guaranteed’

GEORGETOWN

stClai
th® paint and paper people Mon. - Wed. 9 am. - 7 p.m.
Thurs. - Fri. 9a.m. -9 p.m.

Sat. 9a.m. - 6 p.m.

GUARANTEED' LOWEST PRICES
AND WALLPAPER

J2PRKCE | fo PRICE

Ideal for living. dining and
bedrooms. Washable
himsh. Latex for easy water
clean-up. 100 s of pastel
decorator colours. (#8127)

e M"lln‘ Sale " After Sale
Price 27.99 _ Price 3399

OUR QUALITY GUARANTEED! If you are not completely satishied with
your St Clair purchase we will gladly replace the product or refund
your money Guaranteed' (Labour not included)

* Compared to St Clair's After Sale Price on Paint. After Sale Price in Effect Sun., Nov. 22/92.

Northview Centre
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tion Carl Taylor, Barb Cocks, Nancy Frazer, Deborah
VanDoorn and Wendy Farrugia. Representing the United

Way were second from right David McNally and Connell
Smith, far right.
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