Mayor Russ Miller chops the hose to officially open the new Acton fire station.
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Local fire fighters look on as a new Mazda MPV van is driven in during the
official opening of the new fire hall in Acton on Saturday. The van, donated
by Achilles Motors and Mazda Canada Inc., will be used by the depart-

ment’s fire prevention officers for inspections. In the past the department’s

three fire prevention officers were a vehicle short, they had to share two
vehicles. The van donation is a welcome addition.
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. 4 bedrooms
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t's official

More than 300 people were at
the new Acton Area One fire sta-
tion on Saturday for the official
opening ceremonies and a tour of
the facility.

On hand for the ribbon cutting,
make that fire hose chopping,
were Mayor Russ Miller, Fire
Chief Wm. E. Cunningham,
Captain Bert Venema, manager
of the central region office of the
Ontario Fire Marshal Joop
Taylor, architect Tom Brown and
Captain Herb Dodds.

Mayor Miller took care of the
hose chopping with a fire axe.

Also at the ceremony, Captain
Dodds was recognized for 35
years of service with the depart-
ment.

In a surprise presentation, Les
Pelitis, president of Achilles
Motors Ltd., and Tony Harold of
Mazda Canada Inc., donated a
Mazda MPV van to be used by the
department for a period of a min-
imum of six months.
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OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4 P.M.

2 SARGENT ST., BELWOOD
Asking Price 289,000

Gorgeous Custom-Built Home On Half Acre Lot

Ceramic floors in entrances,
. kitchen, family room & bathrooms

. Whirlpool tub & bidet in main bath.
. Professionally landscaped yard

. Fireplace in basement

rooiIn

Airtight woodstove in family

Plus lots and lots of goodies.

Come by Sunday ... IT'S TRULY ONE-OF-A-KIND HOME.
For more information or private viewing call:
MONA LEVESQUE LONG.

333-3500

GREEN THUMB

GARDENING

By CHRISTINE COLE

SALT SPRAY
DAMAGE

Huge quantities of salt are used
each winter to keep roads and side-
walks clear of snow and ice. Unfor-
tunately, most of it ends up in the
soil or on plants. And salt is a real
enemy of shrubs, trees and ever-
greens. Usually it isn't the salt con-
tent in the soil from runoff, but the
salt spray and drift that is whipped
up by traffic that does the damage to
plants.

The amount of damage to plants
from salt can vary due to a number
of factors. The primary considera-
tion is the distance from the road-
way. Salt injury to plants decreases
the further they are away from the
road. In addition, slower prevailing
winds, traffic speed and volume will
reduce the amount of salt drifting to
plants in the yard.

Also the amount of damage can
vary from one species to another.
Beech, dogwood, scotch pine, white
pine, white cedar and hemlock are
all extremely susceptible to salt
damage. Other species, however, are
quite tolerant to salt and show little
injury. Norway maple, horse chest-
nut, honey locust, Russian olive,
staghorn sumac, burning bush, blue
spruce, mugo pine and Austrian
pine can all withstand some salt
spray and therefore should be con-
sidered for planting close to the road
to block the salt spray from more
sensitive species. Salt damage to sen-
sitive species is characteristic and
specific. Plants are damaged most
severely on the side facing the road
giving the plant a one-sided appear-
ance, but the branches near the base
that have been covered are not dam-
aged. Evergreens do not show signs
of damage until early spring, and get
worse as summer approaches. At
this time the needle tips turn brown.
This burnt appearance may extend
along the branches to the trunk.
Deciduous trees and shrubs do not
exhibit their damage until they
begin to leaf out in the spring. How-
ever, the buds on the exposed side
are usually late in opening or they
may not develop at all. If the leaves
do develop, it is usually at the base
of a branch, resulting in a "tufting'
appearance.

The most effective solution to pre-

venting salt damage to plants is to

select species that are resistant to salt
spray. Planted close to the road, they
will protect the more sensitive
species in your yard. Otherwise, a
physical barrier made from burlap
or wood should be erected to pro-
vide same protection. Salt is only
one of many environmental factors
which cause injury, and death to
plants, but with a little thought and
planning, the effect can be greatly
reduced.

For more information on our gar-

| dening classes, please contact the

Garden Centre at 853-2480.

Each week Christine Cole of
Tuitman's Garden Centre and
Landscaping, Highway 25, 1
mile south of Acton, 853-2480,

will be presenting helpful tips
and information to assist you
in creating your garden show-
place!

TUITMAN'S

GARDEN CENTRE
ACTON

853-2480
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