Harness racing returns to Mohawk for fall season

Mohawk Raceway, the 0.J.C.'s
picturesque country track will kick
off the fall harness racing meet in
“grand” style on Sunday, September
6 with Grand Circuit stakes and
great offers for racing fans.

Grand Circuit’s $300,000
Champlain stakes and $220,000
Simcoe stakes, boasting North
America’s finest rookie and sopho-
more pacers will headline the
action on track while fans will be
welcomed back with $1 Grandstand
admission, free general parking,
and free programs.

Grand Circuit continues opening
week with over $1.7 million in
stakes events headlining the racing
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from September 6 through to
September 12.
Post time on Sundays, Mondays,

Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays is .- .
7:30 p.m. Gates open at 6 p.m. each

night and there is no racing on
Wednesdays or Thursdays.

The 1992 fall meet is packed full
of world class harness racing.

The $700,000 (est.) Metro Pacing
Stakes, which annually attracts the
sport’s finest freshmen will go post-
ward with eliminations on
September 19 and the lucrative final
on September 26.

On Sunday, September 20 the
aged distaffers will move into the
limelight for the $100,000 (est.)

Milton Pacing Stakes for three year
olds and up, fillies and mares.

The highlight of the fall meet is
The Breeders Crown, the champi-
onship forum in harness racing. On
Friday, October 9 Mohawk will host
the four finals with a total of over
$1.3 million in purse money for the
aged pacing horses, aged pacing
mares, aged trotting horses, and
aged trotting mares. These events

will showcase many of harness rac-
ing’s superstars - both horses and
drivers.

Racing fans can expect to see
harness racing’s one-hundred-mil-
lion-dollar man, John Campbell, in
fine form behind the amazing
Artsplace; Hall of Famers Bill
O’Donnell and Ron Waples, the
incomparable pacing mare Shady
Daisy, millionaire No Sex Please,
along with returning Breeders
Crown champions Billyjojimbob,
Delinquent Account, Camluck, and
Me Maggie.

Back by popular demand for the
fall is The People’s Horse promotion
where racing fans have an opportu-

; = ; ; ¥ '-_-Ir-i : : 3 ' .. ! .. : -.- K o :"-'. '.-" -.. .-:...- u I'F". v i'.l . - W
] A N W A, Y e A e E L, U F R e e e L T e R B AR s T R e g
s T ":..5}"{’*" u—:—*ﬁuﬁ. N e P ﬂﬁ"' oy o R e :
L (o e e T e o LR s e R e o R e e - ;
T

games begin

Hockey season is almost upon us
and 130 younsters were tuning up
their game at the Halton Hills
Hockey School at Gordon Alcott
last week. Top, Davin Ciglen puts
the youngsters through the paces.
At right, a group work on their
stopping and starting techniques
while seven year-old Alex
Barkhouse heads for the dressing
room.
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nity to share in the ownership of a
harness horse. .

In 1990 over 5,000 racing fans
participated as owners of The
People’s Horse - Magna Graphic
who earned over $34,000 for his hon-
orary owners.

Of course the autumn meet
wouldn’t be complete without the
annual Mohawk Fall Fair, which is
earlier than usual tis year, sched-
uled for Friday, September 25 and
Saturday, September 26. The fair
features handicraft booths and
demonstrations, agricultural dis-
plays, homebaked goods, an auc-
tion, and nightly entertainment -
something for the whole family!

Spear helps
Dorchester
to 5th place

Special to the Independent/Free Press

Limehouse native Judy Spear
and the Dorchester Jesters Ladies
Senior A softball squad came up
short in their bid to capture the
gold at the National Ladies Softball
Championships in Winnipeg,
Manitoba August 24 to 30. The
Ontario team took a fifth place fin-
ish in the week long competition.

Judy has been the star center
fielder for the Chinguacousy
Rockets Ladies Senior A squad for
seven years. She was selected to
join the Jesters and represent
Ontario at the nationals after her
team was defeated in the provincial
finals by Dorchester.

A total of 14 team from across
the country competed at the nation-
als this year. The British Columbia
Renegades took the gold, a squad
from Alberta took the silver and
capturing the bronze was the West
Vancouver team. Ontario was rep-
resented by three softball teams at
the nationals: Dorchester, London
and Pickering.

The Jesters qualified for the
play-offs after posting a four wins,
two losses record in round robin
competition. They went on to beat
Saskatchewan in the first play-off
round but were defeated 9-5 by the
West Vancouver team and were
eliminated from competition.

“Unfortunately, we didn’t play as
well as we would have hoped,” said
Spear, “Our top pitcher had hand
problems and we made a lot of
errors in the final game, mainly
lé:cause of the incredible wind that

y.”

The teams were divided into two
pools of seven teams. In round
robin competition, the Jesters lost
to West Vancouver and Quebec. The
team scored wins against Alberta,
Manitoba 1, Manitoba 2 and New
Brunswick.

Spear was the team’s back up
center fielder during the nationals.
She played in four games of the
tournament including the final
game against West Vancouver.

She explains that she had only
one at bat in the final game and
didn’t really play enough to com-
ment on her performance.

“I’'m a little disappointed with
the performance of the Ontario
squads this year, it seems as though
we could have done better.”

This was Spear’s third trip to the
nationals. She and the
Chinguacousy Rockets won the
championship as the host team in
1989 and represented Ontario well
as defending champions the follow-
ing year in British Columbia.

Along with Spear, the Jesters
picked up Rocket first-baseman
Julie Boudreau and shortstop Kim
Downard as well as a player from
the Kitchener team.

The Jesters didn’t have a coach
with national coaching status so
Rocket assistant coach Robin Sluce
made the trip.
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