Technigue is caz‘chm on again

Show your creativity in sponge painting

Many of the people I've met lately
have been doing a lot of sponging.
Times are tough with the recession
and all, but no this isn’t about
freeloading off your relatives. This
article is about getting away from
your troubles for a few hours and
being a bit wild and crazy. Sponge.
Sponge painting actually. What a
greatwaytoescapethedallygrmd
and get involved in something cre-
ative.

Wild and crazy is overstating this
a touch. It would be
more appmpnate to |
say innovative and
interesting when |
talking about sponge
painters.

This new again

painting technique is
definitely catching on
though, based on the |
number of peaple éi:::' -
who want to talk | g
about it. Sponge
painting, however,
has been around for
a while; it just hasn’t
been popular lately.

A senior citlzen said that during
the Depression of the thirties, they
used to sponge paint floors to simu-
late linoleum. That would make
sponge painting at least 60 years old.

Another women explained her
mother sponge painting walls when
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she was a young girl. That would
date it back to the fifties. So while
sponge painting does have a history,
it is now back in style.

All the people that have talked
about sponge painting are sponge
painting over painted walls. Over a
base coat of latex paint, one to three
accent coats of thinned paint (called
paint glaze) are selectively sponged
on using a natural sea sponge as a
paint applicator. It’s artistic and fun.
~ You don’t have to restrict sponge
painting to
painted walls.
Sponge paint
over wallpaper.
Perfect candi-
dates are papers
that have a plain
textured look.

For glaze, use a

paint

tion of two parts
paint to one part
water. One
accent color, In
just the right
color to go with the room, would sure
add an exciting dimension to wallpa-
pered walls.

There is great untapped potential
here for the imaginative home deco-
rator. Don’t just consider the walls.
Furniture such as table legs or tops,
chairs, drawer fronts or knobs and
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headboardsﬁ-ombeds, tonameafew
pieces, can be sponge painted.

The basic technique involves scuff
sanding the surface to be painted,
and then prime with the proper
under coat, and you’re ready for
sponge pamtmg

If the surface durability of the
painted piece is an important factor,
apply three coats of Ultra Clear
water born polyurethane. Allow the

sponge painted surface to dry for 24
hours first.

Venetian blinds are perfectly suit-
ed for sponge painting. They look
absolutely stunning when sponge
painted. One color sponged on the
basic blind color is a creative addi-
tion to any room.

Remove the slats from the cord
ladders by prying off the buttons on
the bottom of the bottom rail and
untying the knots on the lift cords.
You can now pull the lift cords up and
511];‘111?1 the slats out sideways from the
blind.
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Put down two parallel strips of
two sided carpet tape on to a piece of
cardboard, and lay the slats across
the tape. This will stop them from
sliding around. For glaze, use oil base
paint thinned one part mineral spirits
to two parts paint. Soak your sponge
and then ring out thoroughly before
loading it with glaze. Always gently
blot the sponge on newspaper after
loading to avoid runs.

Article courtesy of St. Clair Paint

and Wallpaper.
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BACKYARD WITH A VIEW! © emaGic™ | TMAKE MY DAY
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, family room, spacious foyer, huge It's magic how good you'll feel in this custom | sa11 now to see the last new home in this
kitchen, large closets. Quiet location close to Conservation. built home on 22 rolling Erin acres with fabu- build | Al t 3000 f h
$229,900. 92-2-294 lous views. Over 4000 sq. ft. of luxury living k‘Lt"herS cea_ra?lce. f mFI’S St(; - IUge
USAN ELLIOTT Sales Reb. space including a walkout lower level. Excel- | Ki'h€h = main Hoor iamily room with fireplace.
SUS ’ S lent value at $415,000. CALL RENEE | 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths etc. etc. Only
. $249,900. CALL RENEE GOOD*. 9705
Your Weelk Ahead roroscops
ARIES Advice from others should be disregarded. You know what
Mar. 21-Apr. 19  You want, now go for 1t.
TAURUS Be tactful when discussing personalities. Take care not to
Apr. 20-May 20 step on anyone's toes. Remember, no one is perfect.
GEMINI Exciting possibilities may open up for you financially but
CANCER You deserve a night away from responsibilities. Kick up PONDS TREES & PHIVACY IF YOU LOVE LOG
June 21-July 22 your heels and let your hair down. Live it up. A fabulous renovated bungalow on 4 beautiful You'll love this charming home with great
' ' acres. Everything is done — and it's all to o .
LEO Tempers are kel to lyat unexpeeted imes. Contrl your | [l quality from the marble bath to the custom | /O™ cathedral ceilings, 2 fireplaces and
July 2h-Aiag, 23 . PR apdinn mgrnn. Vo son-me washed, pine kitchen. You'll love it! $319,900. | More- CALL RENEE GOOD". 9863
VIRGO Preparation is the key. Nothing will slip by you if you stay CALL HENEE GOOD*.
Aug. 23-Sept. 79  ©On your tocs. Waltch for hidden dilemmas.
LIBRA Romance is possible. You are on the right track. Continue
Sept_ 23-Oct. 22 tobe as honest and forthright as in the past.
SCORPIO One who was once a nemesis is now an ally. Don't be
Oct. 23-Nov. 21 afraid to accept their help. Old injuries are best forgotten.
SAGITTARIUS " Don't get bogged down in the past. Times have changed aioiinsi } g, = o~ A g -
b and so has everyone clse. Go forward. IR
. S " A SUMMER PARADISE "DO IT NOW!
CAPRICORN  Career opportunitics open up. Promotion or raise is - Swimming pool, air conditioning and mature | Call to see this almost new home. You'll love
Dec. 22-Jan. 19 inevitable. You may have to carry more responsibrlities. fShaF:e trees mzkg thISh4 bert}lroom home with the fam“y room with firep|ace and walkout, 3
AQUARIUS Be impulsive. Don't think too hard on any decision; use f:m:lz rEg:nr:: ShOe\: ;oeu F:teS :;teglg?tf;g;uxggr big bedrooms and 2-1/2 baths. $214,900.
Jan, 20-Feb, 1§  yourintultions and you'll come ot on top $224 900. CALL RENEE GOOD". oa7s | CALL RENEE GOOD". 9933
PISCES Creative abilitics can bring in that needed extras income.

$200,000.

Country bungalow just outside George-
o Yl town on a private lot with views. What a
8 great price for this immaculate 3 bedroom
home with 2 car garage! You really should
see this one. CALL RENEE GOOD*.

What is now a hobby could become big business.
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