When it comes to revamping
bathrooms, today’s consumers
have more choices than ever
before. Modern sinks and tubs
come in a wide array of colors,
shapes and price ranges - with
something to suit virtually every
taste and budget.

However, if you have a small
bathroom and a limited budget,
you don’t have a lot of options
when it comes to remodelling.
Short of knocking down walls, there
isn’t much you can do to increase
the physical size of a small room.

If you fit into this category, but
want to give your bathroom a new,
roomier look, don’t despair. By
using just a few simple and fairly
inexpensive tricks, you can make
your bathroom appear much more
spacious.

As you begin to plan that new
look, keep in mind the old adage
‘simpler is better’. This certainly
holds true for small rooms.
Excessive decoration and bold,
overpowering patterns can dwarf a
room, making it appear much
smaller than it really is.

Try to avoid choosing loud wall-
paper or too many ornate acces-
sories. Remember, you want a
clean, uncluttered look.

Color is another factor to con-
sider. Dark colors may make a
room seem more cosy and inviting,
but they make it appear smaller as
well. Bulky, dark medicine cabi-
nets and vanities can also empha-
size the smallness of a room -
appearing to gobble up more space
than they actually take.

You should also keep in mind
that dark-colored flooring or floor
tiles with large, busy patterns can
make the floor space of a small
bathroom appear to shrink.

Try using lighter colors on the
walls and ceiling. A monochromat-
ic scheme can open up a room.
Basic colors like cream or white
look attractive and allow you

Plenty of choices when
renovating bathrooms

greater versatility when it comes
to choosing accessories.

If you have dark, decorative
wall tiles with large patterns, you
might want to consider replacing
them with something simpler - per-
haps plain tiles with an attractive-
ly-patterned border.

Clear or pastel shower curtains
with a light, airy pattern can help
open up the room. Use of area rugs
as opposed to wall-to-wall carpet-
ing also helps create space
because the smaller rugs visually
break up the floor space.

Installation of a sleek and
stylish pedestal sink can create
more room, both visually and phys-
ically. However, the drawback is
the loss of storage space which a
standard vanity unit provides.

Many older, er bathrooms
have wall-hung sinks. Though often
small in size, these sinks can be
given a new look when fitted with
attractive skirting - this covers the
exposed pipes and provides extra,
out-of-sight storage space.

Corner sink units are another
space-saving option for a small
bathroom or powderoom. These
units can fit easily into a corner,
taking up much less room than a
conventional, full-size vanity.

If your bathtub has seen better
days, there are several materials
available; from ant but expen-
sive marble to plastic laminate and
fibreglass. You could even have it
reglazed.

Mirrors are one of the easiest
and least expensive ways to visual-
ly increase space in a small bath-
room. A large, wall-hung mirror or
over-the-sink cabinet with mir-
rored panels works well.

Bright lighting also helps open
up a room. A skylight or luminous
ceiling are two lighting options, but
can be expensive.

This column is provided by
courtesy of the Ontario Real
Estate Association.
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ENVIROBUILD INC. presents a distinctive Victorian design custom built home
on a large 60' x 162" lot located in mature area of Georgetown. In town
location provides town water and sewer, along with gas and cable T.V.
convienences. Large lot complete with side yard hedges and mature
trees including two fruit bearing trees provides "Country” like privacy
without expensive future landscaping. A home custom built by
ENVIROBUILD INC. assures the homeowner quality materials and
craftsmanship ( references available upon request). If you have been
thinking new home and the idea of a custom built home rather than a
production line house pleases you, Call 873-4966 for details. Model to
be built not exactly as shown, experience has taught us how to make

this design even more aesthetically pleasing!

"ENVIROBUILD INC. Building Quality Home and Business Environments’
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A Metroland Publication Serving 35,000 in our community.
Georgetown Independent, 211 Armstrong Ave.

and the response was

"Overwhelming”

says
Brenda Broughton, President

KENNEDY'S FLAGS

14 Thompson Crescent, Erin, Ontario NOB 1T0
- Tel (519) 833-9306 Fax: (519) 833-2357

Although we have been in business for a number of years we did not have
occasion to be involved with newspaper advertising. However, we recently
relocated and wanted to make the public aware of our move. In addition we
decided to advertise a "Canada Day" special sale. I had no idea the resopmse
that could result from such an ad.. Kennedy Flags was hard pressed to keep up
with the demand. I am convinced that it pays to advertise in the HALTON

HILLS WEEKEND.
- Brenda Broughton

{ FREE PRESS O\ IWEEKEND

Call 416-873-0301 for all your advertising needs
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GEORGETOWN

ACTON

One of a kind property on unbelievably
scenic lot. 3.07 acres with fantastic
views over Credit River Valley and
Niagara Escarpment. 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2
baths, huge family room, 2 fireplaces,
heat pump, large wrap-around balcony
and many other features.

W.F. HUNTER REAL ESTATE LTD.
(416) 877-0503 or 877-1931
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