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Don't be a victim
while on vacation

The next couple of weeks are prime vacation time for area
- residents. Unfortunately, it is also a prime time for burglar-
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We ask that those who are planning to spend time away

from their home during this holiday season take extra care in

preparing.

There are a few ways to help ensure that your home is not
broken in to while you are enjoy your well deserved time off.

First off, let your neighbors know when you are going to be
away. Advise them of any visitors that you might be expect-
ing and ask them to contact the authorities if they notice any-
thing out of the ordinary. Also ask them to bring in your mail
and newspapers; a full mailbox is a sure sign to burglars

that no one is home.

Don't give burglars an easy access, either. Make sure that
all doors and windows are locked securely before heading
away. While it might be nice to leave a window or two open to
keep your home well aired, it is also an easy way in for

thieves.

And don't leave any valuable belongings in plain view.
Make sure things like barbecues, lawn mowers, bicycles and
lawn furniture are not left outside.

And never leave a key hidden under the welcome mat or
on the door frame. It is just inviting the thieves to rob your

house.

Take these common sense measures while you are away
and there is less of a chance that burglars will know when

you are away.

It's your vacation — you earned it. It should be a time that

you and your family remember for the enjoyment they had,

not because you were victimized while you were away.

Drag racing? On the Seventh Line? Isn't that illegal?

As I drove home from vacation
last week, down the Seventh Line,
just south of Hillsburgh, my daugh-
ters asked me a question.

“What stretch of road along here
did they drag race on, Dad?”

I always hate it when my past

catches ug with me. But I was quick
to res&on .
- girls, I wouldn’t really
know,” I calmly replied, “Street rac-
ing is illegal. Always has been. If
you want to find out more about
that, you'll just have to ask Mr.
Dixon.”

All my girls know Mr. Dixon; Mr.
Walt Dixon.

You see, Walt is the boss at Park
Lincoln Mercury, and has been a
friend of mine for years.Years ago,
Walt used to drag-race those fast
Fords, rather than sell them. (It’s
just too bad he strayed from that
327 GM he had in the first
place, but everyone’s allowed a mis-
take.)

Teaming up with Frank van de
Valk, the two of them owned and
professionally raced the 1969
Valk/Dixon Cougar Eliminator, with

a mean 428 Cobra under the hood,
meticulously tuned by Dave
Armstrong, of Armstrong Garage in
Georgetown. The car ran at drag
strips all over the province and the
northern states, and claimed lots of
wins.

At the same time, Walt sold cars
for Dodge Brothers Ford Sales,
located in the old garage on Guelph
St. where the “Suny’s” gas bar and
the Target milk store now stand.

You see, Walt would sell cars by
day and race‘em by night. Even
today, he still gets a gleam in his
eye when he reminisces about those
“glory days” some 20 odd years ago.

I was a car fanatic at that time
as well, and cruised the streets of
Acton, Georgetown, and Erin/Hills-
burgh with my own Mustang.

And, vyes, I occasionally
‘watched’ the show on the Seventh
Line, south of Hillsburgh, in the wee
hours of the morning.

Back in the late ‘60s, the area
around Halton Hills was rich in
muscle cars, especially when the
Golden Horseshoe Drag strip, (later
called Toronto International

Tree policy
ensures more
jobs, ha-ha

Dear editor:

The NDP, in conjunction with
our local councils are now intend-
ing to protect trees on your proper-
ty, by making it illegal to cut down
a {ree.

Certainly I personally do not
like trees to be cut down. Having
said that, when do these planners
intend to get off our backs? Looks
like we will need permission to do
anything, the one exception - pay
taxes.

On the other hand, perhaps our
masters have found a way for us
all to earn more money, and of
course, pay more tax. Let me
explain.

The law says you will not be
able to cut down a tree on your
property. Of course, to enforce this
certain things will have to happen.

1. Employ aircraft to plot and
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to the Editor

log all trees.

2. Have hundreds, maybe thou-
sands of tree experts to confirm
the air tree catalogue.

3. Have applications made (five
copies) six months in advance, for
a licence ($25) plus Garth’s Special
Tax, of course, to cut a tree.

4. Create a tree department in
our local government. This will
probably need at least 20 people
(50 per cent women, 5 per cent
minority groups etc.). .

5. The NDP will need a new law
enforcing agency, to prosecute ille-
gal tree cutters. Good for at least
100 jobs.

7. After an application is made
to cut a tree, have an expert deter-
mine if this is OK.

8. Issue licence (good for 10

jobs).

9. Issue instructions to all trees
that they may not a) get struck by
lightning, b) may not get old and
die, ¢) may not get any disease.
Should any of these things happen,
the owner of the land will be prose-
cuted for failure to obey the law,
he/she must have applied for a
licence at least six months ahead
of time.

10. Appoint lawyers for ensuing
court cases.

11. Enlarge the court system to
handle prosecutions.

12. Form a ministry of trees to
oversee new regulations.

13. Set up a transportation sys-
tem for above. _

If my calculations are correct,
we may solve ALL the unemploy-
ment in Ontario. Perhaps this
could be expanded all over
Canada. We could cure ALL our
unemployment. Full employment
created by trees. Nothing to bark
at. If Canadians had property
rights, this nonsense would, could
not happen.

John Shadbolt, Acton
Ontario Libertarian Party
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By TED BROW

Dragway) was 1n its heyday:.

Cars like “Tiny” Miller’s brown
colored 1969 428 Cobrajet Fairlaine
howled out of Acton on Saturday
nights, while Jake Laird of
Georgetown drove a similar car fin-
ished in a rich ivy green. That car
of Jake’s was immaculate, with a
balanced and blueprinted Cobra
under the hood. Even the Hurst
shifter in it was fully equipped with
“line lock” and “reverse lock” con-
trols poking through the boot.

And I never ever saw that car
even remotely dusty.

In those same days, John
Cambouris of Georgetown, other-
wise known as “The Greek,” drove a
mean looking black 396 SS Camaro,

which would get up and go as good
as it looked.

Erin and Hillsburgh had their
share of muscle cars as well, with
Al Swindlehurst making the rounds
in his super fast 396 SS Nova and
John Cook in his 1968 Chevelle,
which boasted 427 markers on the
side of it.

And Morley Shorthill put
Ballinafad on the map with one of
the first Z28 Camaros in the area.
When Morley got his two tone blue
'Z’, he went the full nine yards and
built the engine with a cam, and all
the goodies.

Stewarttown’s Al Walker had a
lot of “firsts” for this area, owning
the first 1969 Pontiac GTO “Judge”
in Georgetown, and later, a rare
1970 SS 454 Chevelle, kicking out 450
horsepower.

Then there were the “twins,”
Tom Martin, with his orange Mach
1 Mustang and Rawlins Kent, who
drove a similar Mustang, but with-
out the Mach 1 package. Both ran
351 cubes, but Kent’s was equipped
with a shaker hood scoop as well.
And they were both quick.

There were countless others in
those days, and I’'m sure I've over-
looked some other beauties.

But I found it interesting how
many of those car fanatics of the
60s and 70s still remain in the auto-
motive industry.

As I said, today Walt Dixon owns
his own dealership, while Jake
Laird applies a liberal dose of elbow
grease to customers’ cars at Jake's
Auto Clean. Frank van de Valk
remains in the automotive parts
business as he works as a manager
for Acklands Automotive. And Dave
Armstrong still tunes racing win-
ners at his Guelph St. garage.

Yep, it’s been some time since
those impressive muscle cars lined
up on the local quarter mile strip,
and revved their engines before
exploding off the line at the green
light.

And (of course) I only know a lit-
tle of what went on after the guys
dropped their girlfriends off on a
Saturday night.

But if you want to know more,
there’s one sure way to find out.

Just ask Mr. Dixon.




