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GREEN THUMB
GARDENING
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By CHRISTINE COLE

CONTAINER
GARDENING

Annuals are an excellent
choice for containers since
they provide instant color
and bloom all summer long.
They also have a shallow
root system so they will grow
and flourish in a container as
shallow as four inches. If the
container has drainage holes
elevate the planter slightly
off of the ground (with small
blocks) so that air can easily
enter from the bottom. If
your container has no
drainage holes, put a layer of
coarse gravel in the base of
container (1-3 inches deep)
and water very carefully.
Also, beware that a heavy
rain can result in a saturated
ever floating mess. If water is
"standing” on top of soil sim-
ply tip it slightly to allow
excess moisture to run off.
However, container garden-
ing generally makes water-
ing simpler, since plants are
not scattered all over the
yard, but in a few strategic
areas where an accent is
needed. Front entrance ways,
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BRAND NEW '92 AEROSTAR XL WAGON |

WITH ALL THIS EQUIPMENT

V6 EFI Engine

Auto. Overdrive Trans.
Air Conditioning

5 Passenger Seating
Captains Chairs
Power Steering

Power Brakes

Rear Anti-Lock Brakes
Light Group

Vanity Mirrors

Tinted Glass

AM/FM Stereo

Rear Defroster
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Rear Wiper/Washer
Styled Wheel Covers
Rear Radio Controls
Clearcoat Paint
Driver Air Bag

Full Instrument Guages
Interval Wipers
Tripmeter

Digital Clock

Folding Rear Seat
Map Lights

3 Year Bumper to
Bumper Warranty

decks and patios are impor-

| tant places for containers

because they create a warm
welcome and splash of color
where permanent flower
beds don't exist. Like statues
container gardens can be
important garden ornaments.

Combining various plants
for a container, pot, balcony
planter etc. requires careful
thought. It is necessary to
select plants with similar
requirements of sunlight and
water. If your container will
receive five or more hours of
sunlight choose plants that
enjoy a sunny location. Also,
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consider the total effect you
want when choosing your
plants; an upright, vertical
form or a cascading, flowing

effect requires different
plants. However, there is no
FOI‘ Ol'lly 24 months rules when it comes to color
combinations, sometimes the
AND THEN GET ANOTHER most unexpected combina-
/ mo = BR AND N Ew ONE tions work to perfection.

Each week Christine Cole of
. Tuitman's Garden Centre and
Landscaping, Highway 25, 1
mile south of Acton, 853-2480,
will be presenting helpful tips
and information to assist you
in creating your garden show-
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Convenience Group

QUALITY 1S JOB ONE! 853-2480



