No Iet-up In welfare caseload “THIS WINDOW
GIVES YOU

ALL THIS FOR

By ROB KELLY

It's been an eye-opener for
Councillor Jim Grieve to walk
through the newly expanded Hal-
ton regional centre, and the rea-
son has nothing to do with the
ongoing renovations.

On his trek to various meetings
Grieve, like everyone else, must
pass the rooms where people sit
waiting anxiously to have their
welfare claims processed.

Monday at the regional health
and social services committee
meeting the Burlington councillor
acknowledged that the short walk
has affected him. His comments
came on the heels of a report from
social services commissioner Bon-
nie Ewart which painted a bleak
picture of the current economic
situation.

"We now (temporarily) enter
the building where these people
are coming in,” Grieve noted.
While "it used to be that there was
a particular profile of the people
on welfare," that has changed.
"The people are well dressed, in

Foodbank sale

Love in Christ Food Bank is

holding a bake sale on October
10 and 11, 6- 9 p.m. at Zellers on

Guelph St. in Georgetown as

well as at Home Hardware and
Canada Trust. The proceeds will
be used to buy baby food, cereal,
formula, meat, bread and other
goods.
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suits. There's a whole different
segment of the community being
injured and it really drives home
the seriousness of what we're
dealing with. It's a sad situation.”

Fellow Burlington councillor
Walter Mulkewich used the word
'depression’ rather than 'recession’
in reference to the current eco-
nomic downturn. "The depression
is affecting Ontarlo in relative
terms far more" than other
provinces, he said.

As far as the welfare caseload
goes, "we're still on an upward
trend,” Ewart said. "It's not really
lerelling off or slowing down at
all.”

Ewart's department prepares
monthly updates regarding the
swollen welfare rolls. There have
been few bright spots in any of
them over the past year. The wel-
fare caseload Eas shot up by 79
per cent so far in 1991 when com-
pared to the first eight months of

1990.

There were 2,498 welfare cases
in Halton in August (each case
may represent a whole family). In
July of 1990 there were 1381.

Ewart also noted that 64 per
cent of the welfare applicants are
considered employable, com-
pared to only 51 per cent 12

months ago. And people are stay-
ing on welfare longer. In August
of 1990 the turnover rate was 70
per cent. A year later it was down
to 42 per cent.
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While Quantities Last

NOW AVAILABLE AT:

McDonald's Restaurant
Mllton & Georgetown
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inside the system, Ewart noted in
her. report that a "quick tally” of
phone inquiries to the welfare
department during two days in
September showed an average
605 calls per day.

The Region has already bud-
geted for a substantial over-
expenditure in anticipated wel-
fare payments, as much as
$650,000 above what were
thought to be the original grim
estimates.

All told, welfare will eat up
about $19 million in Halton dur-
ing 1991. For the most part, the
Province pays 80 per cent and the
Region the remainder.

Ewart expects the welfare
caseload mﬁ ‘settle at a new
base" eventually, one higher than
the previously accepted norm.
(Prior to the recession biting, in
early 1989 for example, the aver-

age ran about 1,000 cases per
month).

Although welfare eligibility
criteria have been eased in
Ontario, much of that higher base
will be due to the "loss of jobs that
will never return unless new
industry comes in, which takes a
long time," Ewart said.
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NYLON GLIDES
IN BOTTOM OF SASHES

SEE THIS AND ALL OTHER TYPES

ON SALE - UP TO 40% OFF.

WE CARRY LOCK-WOOD (COATED), ALL-VINYL,
ALL-ALUMINUM, ALL-WOOD, VINYL/WOOD WINDOWS

BELL
GLASS

LIMITED

ding

877-6310

single
roll

ORDERS

Up to 30% off

348 GUELPH ST.
GEORGETOWN, ONT.

Next to Art Effects Gallery

SPEGTACULAR Z
WALLPAPER

BLOW-OUT .

Our Entire Instore Wallpaper goes
on for one low price at

*6.99

Reg. prices as high as $24.95

Hurry!! 1 Day Only
Ends Sat. Oct. 5
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BERGSMA'S PAINT & WALLPAPER

DIVISION OF GEORGETOWN DECORATING CENTRE

GEORGETOWN MARKETPLACE, 877-4193

Serving the decorating needs of

Halton Hills Biggest Independent
Paint & Wallpaper Outlet
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Halton Hills for over 20 years
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