A little late? Remember to adjust the clock
A

Remember when you used to
come home late?

As a teen, | was notorious for
burning the midnight oil into the
wee hours of the morning. Now it
seems, I need my sleep more than I
did back then.

Years ago, my arrival time at
home was always a source of argu-
ment and discussion. My parents
gavemea curfew of 1 a.m.and I was
expected to adhere to it.

Of course, as teens are always
wont to do, I continually tried to
stretch that curfew to the limit.

My parents were concerned
about my spending the late hours
out and about around town. They
used to get really steamed when I
came home late. And they always
knew what time I got in. It was
uncanny.

I could come in, sockfooted,
shoes in hand, and sneak past their
bedroom door. They always
sounded like they were asleep, but
next morning, sure ‘nuff, they
would know exactly what time I
had come home.

It was starting to wear on me.

One of my sisters clued me in to
their secret.

“It's simple,” she said, “They
just look to see what time the clock

stopped at.”
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Maybe I should explain.

In our kitchen hung this large
wall clock. It always hung there,
right beside the door.

Apparently, when I came home
late at night, and closed the door,
the clock would stop, telling my
parents what time I came in.

It was as good as punching a
time clock for them to keep tabs on
my schedule.

| figured I had better check this
one out.

The next weekend, I wandered
in, not too late, and closed the
kitchen door, as usual. I checked the
time.

Next morning, regular as clock-
work, my mother questioned me

about the time I came home. I told
her, right to the minute, and she

agreed.

Knox Presbyterian Church,
Acton. All canvassers, drivers,
activity group workers, daffodil
sellers, volunteers and inter-
ested persons are invited for
dessert and coffee. Guest
speaker is Barbara Rieger.
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"Residential customers only with approved credit. Offer valid between September 9 - November 16, 1991

Shower head offer electric to gas water heater customers only

Union Gas deferred rental payment program is also available from Members of the Union Gas

Heating Dealer Organization.
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Ah ha! I had her. She wouldn’t
have a clue what time I was coming
in now. I only had to adjust the
clock.

A couple of weekends passed,
and I was late. I mean really late. In
fact I was so late, the sun was just
about to sneak up in the east as I
was coming in the door from the
west.

I looked at the clock, ticking
away in the semi-darkness. It was
time to make that adjustment.

I wound the hands backwards,
to about 1:30 a.m. and stopped the
clock.

The next morning, (a few short
hours later) at breakfast, I at-
tempted to appear well-rested and
take part in the conversation.

Mom was ready for me.

“What time did you get home
last night, dear?” she asked, so non-
chalantly.

“Oh I dunno, Mom,” I answered
slowly, staring into my corn flakes,
“I guess about 1:30ish.”

“You're sure it was that time?”
she questioned. Hmmm, she
seemed suspicious.

“Oh sure, Mom. | remember dis-
tinctly. It was right around 1:25
when | came in,” I replied, quite
sure of myself. She wasn’t going to
catch me on this one. “Why do you
ask?”

“Well,” she began slowly, “ I
noticed the kitchen clock stopped
around that time, but I'm quite sure
it was running when our company
left at 2 a.m.”

Oops! She had me. Right where
she wanted me.

I knew, precisely at that moment,
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it was going to hit the fan. Big time. -

As | recall, the next couple of .
weekends were pretty quiet, and 2
there was absolutely nothingon TV.
[ know, because I spent them at
home. My social life ceased to exist
for about two weeks.

One could say there is a moral to
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But for me, after that episode, I
learned one thing;

Always restart the clock after
you come in at night. |

GEORGETOWN & DISTRICT

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

AND BENNETT HEALTH CARE CENTRE

NEW PHONE NUMBER
AS OF OCTOBER 1, 1991

(416) 873-8722

Your morning shower can be a rude awaken-
ing when your current water heater doesn't deliv-
er! A natural gas rental water heater will provide
you with plenty of hot water for the whole family.

Natural gas water heaters heat up to three
times faster than electric water heaters, and cost
up to 49% less to operate. You'll save money - and
use energy more wisely to help preserve our envi-
ronment. Add an energy-saving shower head, and
save even more! For more helpful hints, pick up
your free Wise Energy Use Booklet at your local
Union Gas office.

Tap into hot water - and savings by the gallon.
Talk to a Union Gas Sales Pro or any Member of
the Union Gas Heating Dealer Organization today.

1-800-263-9970
wnion Gas

We bring the energy
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