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Halton women march on courts |

By JANET BAINE house in Milton to protest the
“Women united will never be Canadian Supreme Court decision
defeated, gentlemen,” _one’ to strike down the Rape Shield Law. -

demonstrator said ina stfdng voice

the Milton courtrooms Tuesday
afternoon.

“Oh yeah?” responded one of
several men in suits who were
standing in the hallway.

“Oh yeah,” the woman said.
None of the men replied.

The woman was demonstrating
with about 25 others at the court-

Police beat

Lost control

A car was totalled in an acci-
dent Saturday close to midnight,
but the driver and three pas-
sengers received only minimal
injuries. The car was
northbound on Winston Chur-
chill Blvd. near 10 Sdrd. when
the driver lost control and hit a
hydro pole, police said. The
driver was charged with care-
less driving. He and two of the
passengers were from George-
town, while the third passenger
was from Norval, police said.

Liquor, cigarettes stolen

Overnight Friday, the
Georgetown Open Kitchen was
broken into and $3,686 worth of
items were taken. Entry was
gained by kicking in the rear
door, police said. Five 40- ounce
bottles of alcohol were taken, a
gold watch, a calculator, $60 in
change and $1,386 worth of
cigarettes.

held in Burlington after the August
22 court decision was made. No fur-
ther demonstrations are planned in
Halton at this time.

The women held placards,
chanted slogans and marched in a
circle in front of the courthouse for
about a half hour. They then headed
in the front door of the courthouse,
walked tnrough the land registry
office, and marched in the hallway
by the courtrooms.

The demonstration was orderly
following the brief exchange and
after a few minutes, the women
went back downstairs and circled
around the outside of the building.

The demonstration was or-
ganized by three women'’s groups:
Women of Halton Action Move-
ment, Halton Women’s Place and
the Halton Rape Crisis Centre.

“(We're demonstrating) to raise
the awareness of everyone, par-
ticularly those in the legal system,”
said Judy Shpeley, the treasurer of
Halton Rape Crisis Centre. “Sexual
assault is a silent crime that most
women keep silent. By protesting
and walking, we're refusing to be
silenced anymore.”

Shpeley said statistics from both
her organization and the police
show that only one in ten women
who have been sexually assaulted
will take the case to court. The court
ruling will act to further silence
women, she said.

Shpeley added, “Women are not
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decision that rape victims can be
questioned in court about their
sexual history. The 1983 law
prohibited defence lawyers, except
in rare circumstances, from asking
a victim about her past sexual ac-
tivity with someone other than the
person charged with the crime.

“In achieving its purpose — the
abolition of the outmoded, sexist-
based use of sexual conduct
evidence — it overshoots the mark
and renders inadmissible evidence
which may be essential to the
presentation of legitimate defences
and hence a fair trial,” Madam Jus-
tice Beverley McLaughlin wrote in
the ruling.

Two Toronto men challenged the
law, claiming they wouldn’t receive
a fair trial unless their lawyers
could question the women who ac-
cused them of sexual assault.

Local women’s groups, how-
ever, argue the court ruling shows
that the law considers the rights of
the woman to be less than the rights
of the man who did the assault.
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"MARCHING FOR JUSTICE

Approximately 25 women marched through the Milton courthouse
Tuesday to protest the Supreme Court ruling that repealed the Rape

Shield Law.

Volunteers needed for Rape Crisis Centre

The fall training program for
crisis line volunteers at the Halton
Rape Crisis Centre will be taking
place on eight consecutive Monday
evenings, beginning on Oct. 21 at
the centre’s Burlington office.

An orientation evening Sept. 30
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Fall training program begins Monday

will give women interested in
volunteering at the centre addition-
al information.

The Halton Rape Crisis Centre
provides a 24-hour sexual assault
crisis line, staffed by both volun-
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teers and employees. The crisis line
can only continue to exist because
of -its strong volunteer base. An
answering service allows volun-
teers to work in their own homes,
and pagers are also available to pro-
vide more convenience and
flexibility. Crisis line workers pro-
vide non- judgemental emotional
support and help the caller to iden-
tify and examine her options.
Volunteers may also be required to
provide accompaniment of victims
to hospital, the police station or
court.

Volunteers may also be used to
assist with peer support groups
which help survivors of sexual as-
sault. Groups are organized by the
Centre’s group coordinator and co-
facilitated by staff and volunteers.

Public education is provided by
the public education coordinator
and volunteers who are members of
the education committee. Speakers
Increase awareness of sexual as-
sault issues and sensitivity to vic-
tims, as well as a proactive role in
prevention because they debunk
old rape myths and provide ac-
curate information.

There is no typical or perfect
volunteer. The women at the centre
vary tremendously in age, educa-
tion, background and experience.
What they all have in common is a
commitment to the women of Hal-
ton who use the service, and a deep
conviction that the work is impor-
tant.

Some of the personal skills that
help volunteers are a highly
developed sense of responsibility,

excellent communication skills and
an ability to empathize with others.

For more information about
volunteering at the Halton Rape
Crisis Centre, please contact Mar-
garet Perry at 634-8182.
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