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Heligion to:da y IS ‘watered-down theology’ says professor

sor Jay Newman.

Newman, the author of On
Religious Freedom, the fourth in a
series of volumes on religious

In the 1990s, the age-old para-
dox of religion and freedom is
worth reconsidering, says Univer-
sity of Guelph philosophy profes-
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A New Four-Part Film Series
From World Wide Pictures Featuring Billy Graham

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 <™
6:30 p.m.
HALTON GOSPEL TEMPLE

(Hwy. 7, one mile west of Georgetown)
EVERYONE WELCOME
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commitment and its social influ-
ences, maintains that much of
modern Christian thought has
become "a watered-down theolo-
gy  with little of a "genuine" reli-
gilous nature left.

"Today, manfr people are con-
fused about religious freedom,"
says Newman, who recently fin-
ished a term as president of the
Canadian Theological Society.

Religious liberalism, com-
mendable when it is well-moti-
vated, too often ignores the
importance of tradition, he says.
The question then becomes: "Can
religion become freer without
being deprived of its tradition?"
For Newman, the answer lies in a
more cautious religious liberalism
rooted in tradition and scholar-
ship.

He also questions the commit-
ment of Canadian institutions in
promoting respect for the rights
of others to practise religion. In
Canada, the bitterness of the
debate over religious freedom - in
such issues as separate school
funding and the saying of the
Lord's Prayer in public schools -
suggests that "we haven't ade-
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The "MONOPOLY "-like game board features names of local businesses and

industries instead of "Boardwalk " and "Marvin Garde

ns". You can buv and sell

any of 38 local businesses and enter the complex world of wheeling and dealing.

The game 1s tun and easy to learn. The entre tam

"The Game of Georgetown".

v wiall enjov plaving

The gameboard 1s personalized for the first 500 tamilies that respond.

There will be room for only 38 businesses. Anvone wis

hing to insure inclusion on

the game board may call: David Noble 877-1780 . Doug Young 8 3-2592 or

David Colvin 853-0162.
An ideal Christmas gift idea ! You will be noti

when thev arnive.
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quately established a clear con-
ception of religious freedom."

Newman argues that Canadi-
ans need to think harder about
their civil liberties, especially dur-
in% the current constitutional
debate. Unlike the United States,
where freedom of religion forms
the foundation of its freedom
Canada does not enjoy a compa-
rable cultural tradition of civil lib-
erties.

"We need to think of the philo-
sophical and ethical issues that
arise with respect to why we
allow people religious liberty
instead of accepting it as a slogan
from our new constitution,” he
says. |

In his book, Newman explores
the nature of freedom in terms of
western Christian thought by
drawing extensively on sacred
and theological works. He begins
with an examination of the ideal
of religious freedom and of the
principal ways in which religion
is both a hindrance to freedom
and a source of freedom. He goes
on to examine the nature and
value of religious liberty and the
relationship between religious
and political institutions.

As his starting point, Newman
discusses the conflicting concep-
tions of the relations of religion to
freedom. Many great thinkers
argue that religion prevents free-
dom by enslaving people to
dogma and religious leaders; oth-
ers have argued that religion
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MAPLE AVENUE

BAPTIST CHURCH
Corner of Maple & Guelph, 877-6665

Summer Visiting Pastor

SUNDAY:

11 a.m. &6:30 p.m.
Worship Service

WEEKDAY EVENTS

Wednesday Evening:
Youth & Adult Backyard
Bible Studies

CHURCH OF
ST. ALBAN

THE MARTYR
Anglican Church of Canada

537 Main St. Glen Williams
(Mountain & Main Sts.)

416-877-8323

Rector: Rev. Carol A. Skidmore, L. Th.
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Sunday Services: 8 am, 10:30 am
Church School/Nursery: 10:30 am

Come join us - a warm welcome awaits you!

NORVAL

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
499 Guelph St. (in the heart of Norval)

CLOSED FOR
HOLIDAYS
UNTIL
AUGUST 17th

- MCuaph sl Ceogelows. 47900

Church Office 877-8868; Manse 873-6928

brings order to the unlimited free-
dom in people's lives.

Another side of the argument
1s that "only through religion can
people be free" because religion is
the source of freedom, says New-
man. He notes that many of the
%reat images of freedom - the

xodus from Egypt in the Old
Testament and the teachings of
Christ in the New Testament - are
derived from religious scriptures.

"There are two sides to the
coin,” he says. "Religion is an
obstacle to freedom and it may

also be the ultimate foundation of
freedom."

Religion poses a threat to free-
dom when it is used for manipu-
lation by powerful religious lead-
ers or by secular institutions, he
says. In the latter case, these insti-
tutions (such as politics, media
and universities) attempt to con-
trol religion by propaganda and
even oppression.

"Orthodox elements that domi-
nate any established religious
group often restrict or threaten

personal freedom,” he says.
Newman, who has studied
religious freedom for 25 years,
believes people have an obliga-
tion to promote a world where
lives can belived with freedom.

His earlier books on the theme
of religious commitment include
Foundations of Religious Tolerance
(1982), Fanatics and Hypocrites
(1986) and Competition in Reli-
gious Life (1989).

Halton Gospel Temple
Phone (416) 877-2759
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Highway 7 West of Trafalgar Rd., Georgetown
Affiliated with P.A.O.C.
Pastor Rev. David Tapley,
Youth Pastor Rev. Dale Reddekopp

SUNDAY SERVICES
9:45 a.m. Christian Education
11:00 a.m. FAMILY WORSHIP
6:30 P.M. Evening Praise
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Family Night
Friday 7:30 p.m. Youth Alive

Christian Reformed

Church
Trafalgar Rd.

SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.

Rev. P. Stadt
LISTEN TO THE BACK TO GOD HOUR
7:30 A.M. Hamilton CHAM 820
7:30 P.M. Burlington FM 108
9:0C P.M. Guelph CJOY 1460
anc¢ Mon.-Fri. Faith 20
5:3C A.M. Global TV Ch. 6 and 41
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Laoies' Coffee Break Tues. 9:30a.m.
(Sept. through May)

JOINT SUMMER SERVICES

Knox and Limehouse
Presbyterian Churches
and
- St. John's United Church
of Georgetown
and Glen Williams

9:45 at Limehouse
11:00 a.m. Knox, Georgetown

Rev. Nancy Knox conducting

SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.
Thursdays 10:00 a.m.

Rector:
Rev. Thomas M.S. Kingston, B.A,, B. Th.

Pastoral Archdeacon:
Ven. John H. McMulkin, B.A., S.T.B., D.D.




