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Kawartha a paddlers paradise

By KEVIN CALLAN

The Kawartha region, once
home to a mountain barrier
lapped by mud-bottomed
inland seas, transformed itself
through time into a scoured
landscape, bulldozed by four
glaciers, each being a mile thick,
more than 10,000 years ago.
Once the elevated peaks were
striped from the land the area
boasted an undulated pattern of
lakes and rivers amongst ridges
and hill.

Geologists believe this trans-
formation to be one of the most
important geological bound-
aries in Canada - the southern
edge of the Canadian Shield.
Avid canoeists, however,
believe that this natural wonder
has become, through the actions
of time and ice, a true paddler's
paradise.

The first paddlers known to
venture through the Kawartha
chain of lakes and rivers were
nomadic Indians, seasonal wan-
derers hunting caribou and
giant elk. The only evidence of
their existence are graven
images carved into limestone
approximately. 1,500 years ago.
The most intriguing of these
pictroplyphs are a series of 14
canoes representing a vehicle of
the spirits in their journeys to a
perfect world.

In 1615 Samuel de Cham-
plain, guided by the Hurons of
Georgian Bay, was honored by
being the first white man to

paddle through the Kawarthas
on route to battle the Iroquois in

settle contract

There will be no strike at Halton

Hills Hydro as members of the
CUPE Local 3387 recently agreed to
a two year contract.

Accordin

Steve Townsley the 35 unionized

employees agreed to a package that
per cent increase
this year and 4.75 in the second year

included a 5.25

of the contract.

Townsley said. “With the way

“It’s a sign of the times,”

things are, we're happy. It may be a
little more percentage-wise with
some of the others in the area.”

to local president

You can move ri
and never change a thing. It comes complete with main floor
laundry, woodburning stove in family room, ensuite bath in |

New York State. He too was
impressed with this historic
aquatic highway, writing in his
journal that this area was "fine
and of pleasing character."

For 200 years the land which
the Mississauga Indians called
Ka-wa-tha, meaning "bright
water and happy lands,”
became the preferred route of
the missionaries and fur

traders.

The area was first settled by
foreign immigrants in the early
1800s, and they too developed a
love for paddling the lakes and
rivers. Catharine Parr Traill, one
of the earlier settlers who
became a famous writer of the
Kawarthas, preferred travelling
by canoe. "I had the honor of
being paddled home by Mrs.
Peter in a new canoe, just
launched, and really the motion
was delightful, seated on the
bottom of the little bark on a
few light hemlock bows. I
enjoyed my voyage home
exceedingly."

By the 19th century settlers

were obtaining birchbark or
dugout canoes from the local
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master bedroom, interlock brick driveway and more. To view |g
this fine home call Don Schenk, Sales Rep., now at 873-3377 . 4

'BEGINNERS LUCK! $136,900
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Indians to participate in a num-
ber of annual regattas. With
such a demand for water crafts
in-the area it is no surprise that
the first modern canoe had its
birthplace in the Kawarthas.

John Stephenson, fed up
with portaging a heavy dugout,
was inspired to build a lighter
more streamlined canoe. And,
in 1858 Mr. Stephenson, along
with Tom Gordon, manufac-

tured the first plank and rib
canoe.

The demand for the "Peter-
borough Canoe" became world
wide. Surveyors travelled the
West and North with the aid of
a "Peterborough.”" A Lakefield
canoe was allegedly the first to
be paddled across the English
Channel. Even Roosevelt and
Queen Elizabeth paddled a
cedar-rib canoe built in the
Kawarthas. But it was the given
area, where these famous canoe
craftsmen obtained their build-
ing material that attracted the
avid canoeists by the hundreds.
In 1907 a tourism brochure
advertised this land of "bright
water and happy lands” as
being "the playground of the
Continent.”

Now, with Crownland and
Provincial Parks preserving
some of the best remaining
routes in the Kawarthas there
still exists secluded pockets of

semi-wild lakes and rivers lying

In sweet abandonment, where a
canoeist can become lost for the
weekend in an ancient paddles'
paradise.
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According to General Manager

Gerry Trudell non-unionized | or877-7887 (Res.). CW91-031 _
employees will receive the same in- COUNTRYWIDE ALL-PRO REALTY INC. DON SCHENK,
crease. 328 Guelph St., Georgetown Sales Rep.
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ELEGANCE!

Sparkling clean, neutral decor and located in Georgetown's Park District. Beau-

tifully treed lot, grand entrance, and lots of bells & whistles for $299,900. Call
Glenda Hughes® to be impressed. NRS9630

John Hill*

Sales Rep.

VOO PP

OUR "8 DIAMOND" SALES STATUS AND
11-1/2 YEARS OF QUALITY SERVICE
PUTS US...

"A CUT ABOVE"

= NATIONAL REAL
INRS® ESTATE SERVICE

NRS BRAND REALTY INC., REALTOR

AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER BROKER
45 MOUNTAINVIEW RD. N., GEORGETOWN

Toronto Line: 840-1268 Fax: 873-2477

873-0300
RESIDENCE: 877-8402
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Glenda Hughes®

Sales Rep.

COUNTRY DREAM!
Beautiful new Viceroy home on 10 private treed acres near Hwy. # 24. "Nothing
but the best" the rule here with top quality floor coverings, custom oak kitchen
with built-in appliances, gorgeous master suite and a huge bright partially fin-
iIshed basement with 4th bedroom. $319,000. Call John Hill*. NRS9555
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Outdoor Adventures

Youth of Acton! Are you
looking for something exciting
to do this summer? If you are
then the Halton Hills Recre-
ation and Parks Department
has something for you! Out-

thON & 877"51 65
ASSOCIATES Tor. (416) 453-1286

door Adventures will go
horseback riding, attend
Sportsworld, and go swim-
ming and camping. Spaces are
limited so register early. For

more information call 873-
2600, ext. 270.

LIMITED REALTOR Erin (519) 833-9714 =% @
247 Guelph St., : - el
Goorgetpown Sy 9573 LARRY BARNSTAPLE

Sales Representative*

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKING!
Esso Gas Bar, Jug Milk Store. Post office plus a detached home. High volume business
with great returns. Great location for solid year round traffic. Call Larry for details.

91-358

2500 sq. ft. ind. comm. space at Hwy.
427 & Queensway
Acton Farmhouse $1,190.00

1200 sq. ft. ind. space plus 300 sq. ft.
office - Selby Drive Brampton .. =

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE
North of Milton and 401 - 6 1/2 acre build-
Ing lot on paved road, workshop included,

lots of trees. Asking $139,900. Vendor
says to try an offer! It's got to go. Call
Larry Barnstaple*. 91-223
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w = | Beautiful 10 acre ot under power of sale. 4 miles north
s s e . | of Hwy. #9. Call Larry* 453-1286. 91-274
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$229,500. Upgraded 3 bedroom brick. Two
fireplaces in antique brick. Main floor laun-
dry,huge family room, games room, 3

baths - all on 1/2 acre estate lot. Call Larry
Barnstaple*. 91-191
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$112,900

Well located building lot, in area of quality homes 6
miles north of Georgetown GO Train. Larry* 453-1286.

91-296
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WHAT A START!
$143,900. Asking - outstanding 3 bdrm. townhome,
new floors, new bathrooms, rec rm. with bar, garage.

Beautifully decorated. Vendor says SELL! Call Larry
Barnstaple* 91-340

$16,700 down, quality 3 bedroom on
fenced landscaped lot, gleaming hard-
wood, main floor laundry, oak trim, rec.
room with fireplace, lots of extras. Call
Larry Barnstaple®. 877-5165. 91-254

PARADISE FOUND!

Charming log home on 15 acres with pond and trees, trees, trees. Lots of pine
Inside, 1 1/2 baths, 4 bedrooms and extra high basement workshop. Step on

the oversized deck and enjoy the birds while having your moming coffee. It's
a treasure at $375,000. Call Glenda Hughes* NRS9562

A HONEY
* New bath” Garage
" Pretty lot across from Fairy Lake

* Spotless 3 bedroom
* Gleaming hardwood
Call Glenda Hughes".
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