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DINION
Government =
faxes, taxes

By TERRY O'SHAUGHNESSY

If countries were judged on their ability to create govern-
ment waste and inefficiency, Canada would surely find itself
ranked number one. If it weren't for the peculiar Canadian
consent to multiple levels of government, and the accompa-
nying mountain of taxation which supports it, hordes of
bureaucrats would be faced with the dubious prospect of
turning in their briefcases and hitting the unemployment
line. The question is: if Canadians were to take a long hard
look at the accumulated taxes they pay every year to support
their mushrooming governments, would they willingly con-
tinue to sustain the most questionable "make-work" scheme
ever devised?

Former Auditor General, Kenneth Dye, doesn't think so.
In a recent speech, Dye was harsh in his criticism of the mas-
sive duplication of effort and money that has been wasted by
bureaucratic bloat: "... there is a lack of awareness of the sig-
nificant amounts of tax paid to the governments in our land.
Many in Canada would point to Ottawa as the big taxing
government without realizing how much tax is paid to
provincial and municipal governments. And many don't
think of the huge amounts of provincial and federal con-
sumption taxes they are paying when buying gasoline,
cigarettes or liquor and wine. If the average Canadian clearly
understood that they work about half their life for govern-
ment, keeping only rou%hly half of what they earn for them-
selves, I think they would pay more attention to what is hap-
pening to their family pocketbook."

Words of wisdom, Mr. Dye. It's no secret Canadians are
perhaps the most governed people in the world. The United
States, for example, has one member of Congress for every
575,000 people, while in Canada, there is one MP for every
88,000 citizens - Canada has cornered the market on govern-
ment, several provincial and territorial governments, and
countless municipal and regional governments are employed
to "look after" a mere 26 million or so citizens is absurd - not
to mention obscenely expensive. Dye dlso refuses to mince
words: "There are literally tens of thousands of citizens elect-
ed to govern us one way or another, with hundreds of thou-

sands employed by these government entities to deliver the

services we Canadians have asked our elected officials to
provide. Why pays for all of this? You do!" The former Audi-
tor General goes on to suggest that government spending at
all levels has been rising faster than the income produced in
this country, and that, even after adjusting for inflation, gov-
ernments at all levels have more than doubled the amount
they spend.

Of course, elected officials these days respond to any criti-
cism of over-spending with their stock answer, delivered in
that selfless tone, stating that if Canadians insist on compre-
hensive health care or better education, well, they simply
have to pay for it. But no one is suggesting that health care
services shouldn't be paid for, or that better education and
job training is not a necessig:alt's the government waste and
unaccounted-for spending that sticks in the collective throat
of the taxpayer. And as governments turn more and more to
personal income and consumption taxes as a means of rais-
ing revenues - as Dye suggests - Canadians will continue to
hand over increasing amounts of hard-earned money to vari-
ous levels of government. .

Where does that leave the average Canadian and his or
her picked-over pocketbook? Dye says simply that taxpayers
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Dear Editor:

North Halton Pro Life Association (NHPLA),
formerly a branch of the Halton Pro-Life Associa-
tion is now (as of April 1991) an independent fully
autonomous organization.

We will have our own constitution drawn up
and have it legalized so that we will be authorized
to issue receipts to our supporters for income tax

Pugﬁse&
r mandate is to educate the general public of
the region of north Halton on all the pro life issues.
Members of school groups, church groups, men's
and ladies' groups etc. wishing to obtain educa-
tional material or speakers should contact North
Halton Pro Life by mail at the address below or
phone 854-2318. '
We therefore appeal to our pro life friends in
the north Halton area for your continued support.
Those of you who have already sent in your
annual $10 membership fee to Halton Pro Life for
1991 can consider yourselves members in good

North Halton Pro Life is now
separate, independent group

recognized educational organization receipts will
be issued by the Halton l’gr'.:) Life Association of
B;:gréington. 1s is expected to continue until early
1992.

For the benefit of those who are not already
aware of the structure of the Pro-Life Movement it
is divided into three classifications, that is there
are three arms to the Pro-Life Movement.

1. Political - such as Campaign Life Coalition
which works directly on the political level.

2. Educational - Organizations such as North
Halton Pro Life, Hamilton Right to Life, are educa-
tional groups. All the Pro-Life educational groups
in Canada come under the umbrella organization
"Alliance For Life."

3. Counselling - Groups involved in providing
counselling and support (financial and moral) for
those in crisis pregnancy situations come under
this group.

In anticipation of your continued support we
are forever thankful.
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