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Ask what is a government's God-given task?

A discussion is taking place in
our nation regarding its future. We
are not the only ones talking about
it. The Soviet Union and Yugoslavia
are other examples of nations in dis-
cussion about their future. Every
human being in the world lives
under the junisdiction of some kind
of governing authority. Nobody can
escape living under some kind of
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political structure. Politics and
religion are often considered to be
such controversial topics that they
are off limits in the barbershop or
the beauty salon. The future of our
nation should be a topic of conver-
sation among us all.

One of the questions that needs
to be considered in discussing the
future of Canada is: what is the job
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of government, what should we ex-
pect it to do for us?

Part of our struggle in political
discussions is that we indeed ask
ourselves too often: what can we
expect the government to do for us?
Asking what the government can
do for us is not a bad question, but
even before we ask what can the
government do for us, we have to
ask what is the government’s God-
given task?

When I live in Canada, | am
thankful that I have the freedom to
state my convictions about what I
believe the task of government is.
Not everybody shares my convic-
tions about the government, that
doesn’t mean I can’t say what I
believe. My convictions about the
F?vemment are part of my view of
ife.

A very wide-spread and impor-
tant view of life in Canada today --
which I disagree with by the way --
1s that human beings are

autonomous individuals. This
belief in human autonomy comes
out in the words of the Humanist
Manifesto: "Religious humanists
regard the universe as self existing
and not created.... But we can dis-

cover no divine purpose or

providence for human species. No
diety will save us; we must save
ourselves." People have the
freedom in Canada to believe that
and live that out. Is there room for

?ople who don’t share that view of
ife?

My view of life says there is a
God over me who has put His law-
Word to the creationHe made. My
view of life says a diety will have to
save us; that diety is the Lord Jesus
Christ who upholds His Word of
freedom over me. My view of life
tells me that God created the
government for our good.

The apostle Paul in talking about
the governing authorities in
Romans 13 says about our political
officials: "For he is God’s servant to
do you good." My view of life
shaped by the Bible tells me what
good is. Good for me is to have
room to love God above all and my
neighbour as myself. I believe that
God gave the government the task
to see that I have that room. I as a
Christian need to have that kind of
room and so do others need to have

that kind of room.

What haFFens when the prevail-
ing view of lifeis that human beings
are autonomous individuals is that
they no longer have any authority
over them. They are their own
authority. Autonomous simply
means: a law unto one’s self. When

people believe they are a law unto
themselves, they go against the way
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God made us. Eventually people
will find a law or a person of some
kind to rule over them.

We are giving that job to the
government. We expect more
andmore from the government. We
expect the government to control
education, we expect the govern-
ment to look after the environment.
We expect the government to look
after our children while we work.
We expect the government to pro-
vide the means to make a living. We
have come to expect the govern-
ment to do almost everything for
us. The government becomes our
diety, our God.

Community
Calendar

Monte Carlo Night

Georgetown Knights of
Columbus presents Monte
Carlo Night on Friday, April 26,
7:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. at Holy
Cross Hall. Admission S10 per
person ($5 play dollars and
snack included) with all
proceeds for disabled wash-

room and Birthright. For info
and tickets call Bob Smith, 877-
6325 or George Miehm, 877-
2697.

Stress management

Sarbara Halsall of POWER dropped by Limehouse
School, Wednesday to talk to the students about

A stress management
workshop will be held in
Georgetown Friday, April 26, 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. The course is $50
per person, and it is facilitated

coupons before April 30.
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the environment and how it relates to them. The

“Urgent Reminder

Georgetown and District Memorial Hospital in conjunction with
I'idy Car wishes to remind coupon holders to validate their

The funds from the proceeds are being used to allow our hospital
to purchase urgently needed equipment for the Emergency Depart-

The $35 coupon will purchase three separate services which have
a value of $70 and also allow significant discounts on Tidy Car's

The coupon gives you an incredible savings towards many auto-
mobile cleaning and detailing services as well as making a substan-
tial contribution to a much needed "Lifepak 5."

Additional coupons are available at the hospital and Tidy Car.

We load way to much on the
government. Our government is
weighed down with muchmore
than it can handle. We blame the
government when it doesn’g do
what we want.

I am not advocating a ‘laissez
faire’ government -- a government
1s best that governs least. I am
saying let people take respon-
sibility for their lives and don’t
leave everything to the government
to hand out all our wants and
wishes from the cradle to the grave.
God has given the government to
stand beside the family and not
overit. God has given the task to the
governing officials to stand by the
work force, to stand by marriages
and the arts.

Let us not force the governement
to take over whatisn’t its legitimate
responsibility. Let's ask ourselves
how we can shape this beautiful
land of ours, so there is room for all
to live in peace and love.

by Marilyn Belleghem, who is a
sEecialist in personal relation-
ships and human potential, with
27 years experience as a profes-
sional debelopment consultant,
counsellor and teacher. For
more information, call Anne

Sidebottom, community rela-
tions co-ordinator for the North |

Halton Association for the

Developmentally Handicapped
at 877-5557.

Disciplining your kids
Barbara Coloroso will be
speaking about Discipline: Kids
are worth it, at Acton High
School of Thurs. May 2 at 7:30 -

9:30 p.m. The presentation will
focus on proven strategies for
teaching young people how to
be responsible for their own be-
haviour and learning. Tickets
are $5 so contact your child’s
school or Acton High School at
853-2920.
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students are currently involved in a study unit on
the environment and Halsall was invited to speak.
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