MP’s Notebook: As regulars
will know, I have lately turned
some attention towards the
issue of taxes, which are too
high - at all levels. And I have
been encouraging taxpayers to
come together and make some
noise about the situation.

Until that happens, I believe
we will never get real tax
reform. By reform, I mean an
integration of all levels of taxes
and an end to this stupid prac-
tice of one level of government
taxing, and then giving money
to other levels to spend.
The current system robs taxpay-
ers of real accountability from
politicians.

The government that spends

should be the one that taxes. If
Ontario, for example, controls
health care and education, then
it should tax to fund them. If
the feds control national
defence and old age security,
then it should tax only to sup-
port them. If Halton or Peel
fund policing, then they should
tax for it.

That way, the people could
have more control - through
their votes - on levels of service,
and levels of tax.

But I'd even go beyond that.
Less government and a more
integrated tax system, with
fewer taxes, would suit me. In a
report to Michael Wilson this
week I'm urging him to call a
federal-provincial-local confer-
ence on taxation, to discuss
these important issues.

Meanwhile, there are some
people who can't wait. Tax
protesters, mark these two dates
on your calendar - big turnouts
of concerned taxpayers are
expected:

e Saturday, April 13, 10 a.m.,
at Martingrove Collegiate in
Etobicoke (corner of Eglinton
and Martingrove).

* Wednesday, May 1, 7:30
p.m. at the Community Com-
slashed to just 10 minutes. Also

shortened is the time MPs will
actually be sitting there in

Ottawa.

sits, but lengthen the hours in
those days. As a consequence,
the total debating time will be
the same.

Also as a consequence, we
will all be able to spend more

plex in Caledon East. See you
there.

Canada Post has been on my
mind in recent days as we see
more changes to postal service
in several areas.

Quite abruptly last Monday,
residents of Limehouse saw
their service reduced as the
retail postal outlet near there
stopped providing full service.
It was nobody's fault - things
just didn't work out. But I will
confess to being peeved that
Canada Post provided almost
no notice to people of the
change.

[ wrote a steamy letter to the
Corporation’s president, saying
[ expected more out of the out-
fit.

Then we heard that the post
office in Palgrave is going to
close, to be replaced later this
year b¥ another retail postal
outlet. I have no great problem
with this, so long as the level of
service provided to Palgrave
does not go down as a result.

Right now I'm arranging a
Town Hall meeting so the com-
munity will have a direct
opportunity of questioning
Canada Post officials. Stay
tuned for details of date and
location.

Finally: I was not the first to
know about the Palgrave postal
situation - because Canada Post
sent my notification to the
wrong address!

Back in the House of Com-
mons this week we are debating
some proposed changes to the
rules which govern Parliament.
You may have read or heard
about some of the changes, and
reaction to them.

The reason is to make the
House more efficient, because
right now there are countless
wasted hours as people make
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Reverse Osmosis

Our most effective system for reducing some
inorganic compounds, and unwanted tastes and odors.

With Only Water System 500, water flows
through sediment and carbon pre- filters, then is
forced through an advanced thin film composite
reverse osmosis membrane where contaminants are
washed away. The water then flows through a post
carbon filter, leaving cleaner, clearer water.

What makes the Only Water System 500

Notes and quotes in the week of a MP

time in our ridings. The plan to
have the House of Commons sit
for three weeks a month, allow-
ing people like me a week a
month to come back and do
what I do in the riding - meet
with people; hold public meet-
Ings; answer phone calls; help
out through red tape; deal with
immigration, taxation etc.; work
with municipal and provincial
officials; and, most important,
listen.
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The opposition said this
change was (and I quote) "fas-
cist’ - an attempt by the govern-
ment to muzzle the House of
Commons and put an end to

democracy as we know it.
Maybe democracy as we
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know it should end. Maybe it's
time all MPs spent longer with

the people who elected them.
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long, partisan and usually
empty speeches. So the length

different from other reverse osmosis systems is its CAYMAN VANITY with

So the changes will reduce

the number of days Parliament of those speeches is going to be many standard features. Important features such as a MIPLEX VANITY TOP
high performance thin film composite membrane. An Size 20" Req. $139.
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in-line carbon “polishing™ filter. An anti-siphoning sale 11 9%
safety faucet. An automatic shut-off to conserve 24" - Reg. $169.95
water. And a large 2.7 gallon storage tank. sale 149
The system also includes a TDS (Total Dissolved 30" - Reg. $199.95
- Solids) monitor to ensure the system is operating sale 51 74°5
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And unlike some reverse osmosis systems, Only sale>119°
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Water System 500 works on both chlorinated and
nonchlorinated water supplies.
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““Look atit this way—so we're not great at figures.’"
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