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What budget committee did:

By STUART JOHNSTON

Acton may have to wait another
two or three years before it gets a
new arena, but a new firehall there
1S expected to begin construction
this summer.

The Town’s Budget Committee
slashed the approximately $4 mil-
lion arena project from this year’s
capital budget Tuesday night, ac-
cording to chairperson Councillor
Pam Johnston.

“It was cut...partly because of the
economy, and the relocation of the
arena was another factor — we
have no land right now,” Johnston
said in an interview.

The new Area One firehall was
approved, in principle, at an es-
timated cost of $1.04 million. Ap-
proximately $95,000 was taken
from the Fire Department’s training
account to help pay for the new
facility, which is to be located on the

What's the
verdict, Willie?

Wiarton Willie is due to poke
his nose out of his burrow today,
(Saturday, February 2) and tell
us whether we’ll have an early
spring or a late winter.

[t’s all in the shadow. If this
furry creature sees his shadow,
according to the traditional tale,
It means six more weeks of
winter. If he doesn’t see his
shadow at noon, so the story
goes, spring can come anytime.

An animal biologist at the
University of Guelph scoffs the
legend and says if groundhogs
appear on February 2nd, it is
because it’s time for him to chase
girls for the mating season.

According to such places as the
Kortright Centre for Conserva-
| tion which sponsors a Gary, the
Groundhog Day annually, the
animal’s shadow has been cor-
| rect seven times in the last 10
years.

We'll leave it to you to decide
on the merits of the myth.

By JANET BAINE

Like all provincial politicians,
MPP Noel Duignan says he is
defending his corner of the
province and is trying to bring
government funding to Halton
North.

But not for a new Acton Arena.

Funding fora new arena was top
on the list of priorities for the newly
elected MPP at Queen’s Park.

However, Duignan told this
newspaper Wednesday, arenas
aren’t included in a list of possible
NDP projects. The New Democrat
i1s still hoping some of the $700 mil-
lion the Ontario government is
committing to public improvement
projects will make its way to Halton
Hills.

Duignan added he is also look-
Ing at alternative sources of fund-
ing.

When the MPP heard Halton
Hills" budget committee axed the
arena from their list of 1991 priority
projects, Duignan said provincial

No to Acton arena,
yes to new fire hall

southeast corner of Churchill Blvd.
and Hwy. 7.

T'he Budget Committee also ap-
proved the purchase of a new
pumper for the Fire Department.

All decisions by the committee
must be approved by council in the
spring.

The replacement cost of a new
arena was tagged at $4 million, with
approximately $3.25 million
funded by debentures. The annual
debt charges would have resulted
In a 7.3 per cent increase to next
year’s taxes, according to Johnston.

The budget committee rejected a
staff recommendation to apply for
Provincial grants this year in order
to receive the money and begin con-
struction of the project in 1992. In-
stead, the application will not be
submitted until next year, which

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

NDP has no cash
for Acton arena

moncy will be harder to get for the
project.

“Council hasn’t made a commit-
ment, until they do, it will remain a
low priority for the Province,” he
said.

“It makes ita little difficult if you
don’t have the local council behind
the project,” he said. “But that still
won't stop me.”

Announcements will be made
within the next 10 days on how the
5700 million will be spent. Duignan
wouldn’t speculate on which Hal-
ton Hills projects the money might
be used for, or how much money
might come to his riding.

Moncy won’t be spent on a par-
tisan basis, so NDP representatives
have no guarantee that money will
come to their riding, he said.

When he first went into office,
Duignan handed a list of local
projects he considered priorities
over to the government. Projects on

the list included:
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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The Tradition Continues

A casual relaxing mid-day meal among family
and friends is a delightful activity for many on
Sunday.
The cosy, country setting offers a warm and
inviting feeling for your gathering.
Jor your enjoyment our chef prepares new er
seasonal breaKfast specialties each Sunday.
Traditional favorites include our carving
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station and the popular Create Your Own
Omelette Station.

Plus - fresh made waffles, a selection of country
breads, fresh fruits and berries, pastries from
Dufflets. Fruit Juices, homemade desserts and
other creations to please your palate.

The tradition continues Sundays, at Jack.
Tanners Table.
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