Grades 1,2 and 3 students at Pineview School

sang their hearts out for a room filled with parents

Christmas tree evolved | Tim #Hotlons

from ancient customs

Long before the advent of
Christianity, plants and trees that
remained green all year had a
special meaning for people in the
winter. Just as people today deco-
rate their homes at Christmas
with pine, spruce and fir trees,
ancient people hung evergreen
boughs over their doors and win-
dows.

In many countries people
believed that evergreens would
keep away witches, ghosts, evil
spirits and illness.

The ancient Egyptians wor-
shipped a god called Ra, who had
the head of a hawk and who wore
the sun as a blazing disc in his
crown. At the solstice, when Ra
began to recover from illness, the
Egyptians filled their homes with
green palm rushes which symbol-
1zed for them the triumph of life
over death.

Across the Mediterranean Sea,
the early Romans marked the sol-
stice with a feast called the Satur-
nalia in honor of Saturn, the god
of agriculture. To mark the occa-
sion, they decorated their homes
and temﬁles with evergreen
boughs. The Saturnalia was a spe-
cial time of peace and equalit
when wars could not be decla
when slaves and masters could
eat at the same table, and when
gifts were exchanged as a symbol
of affection and brotherho

In Northern Europe the myste—
rious Druids, priests of the
ancient Celts, also decorated their
temples with evergreen boughs as
a symbol of everlasting life. The

And the happiest of holidays to you and yours.
We so greatly appreciate having good friends
and customers like you.

Merry Christmas

Vikings in Scandinavia thought
that evergreens were the special
Elant of the sun god Balder. Many

istorians believe that our word
for Yule came from the Norse
world 'rol’, the Gothic word "hiul’
or the Saxon word 'hweol' all of
which means wheel and refers to
the cycles of the sun.

When families bring home
their Christmas tree from a sales
lot or a choose-and-cut tree farm
they are following a tradition that
is more than a thousand years
old. Bringing in the Yule log was
a ritual that began in Great Britain
and that spread throughout
Europe, eventually reachmg
North America. On Christmas eve
the large central trunk of a great
tree was dragged from the forest.
Everyone in the family, both
adults and children, helped with
the job by pulling on ropes. When
the log was finally brought into
the house it was thrown on the
family fireplace where it burned
for the 12 days of Christmas.

Miracle plays

In the Fourteenth Century,
when few knew how to read,
churches held 'miracle plays' to
tell the people in villages and
towns stories from the Bible. The
play held every December 24,
Adam and Eve's Day, was about
the Garden of Eden. The play
showed how Eve was tempted by
the serpent, how she picked the
apple E'om the forbidden tree,
and how the couple was expelled

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Donuts, Timbits, Muffins, Cookies, Cakes, Pies and more
5 Mountainview Road, Georgetown
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877-6493
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at the annual Christmas concert Tuesday night.

= | VITOS MARKE

Halton Hills Weekend - Sat. December 22, 1990.Page &

Season’s Greetings

May your holiday be wraphped In joy and friendship.
We’re so happy to say thanks to all our friends.
Stop in and pick up your copy of the limited
"World Around Us" calendar.

BARBER & HENLEY LTD./

GEORGETOWN TRAVEL
72 Main Street South, Georgetown

877-2214

NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING'

5 Mountainview Road,
Georgetown
877-6493

HOLIDAY HOURS
CLOSING

3 p.m. Christmas Eve
(Dec. 24)

RE-OPENING
7 a.m. Boxing Day

(Dec. 26)

CLOSING
3 p.m. New Year's eve

(Dec. 31)
RE-OPENING

3 a.m. Jan. 1st

Fruit
Baskets

995

2%
Milk

99

4 litres

Bananas

*While Supplies Last

LARGE SELECTION OF CHRISTMAS
PLANTS & CUT FLOWERS

FIRST TIME BUYERS

Take a look at this 3 bedroom two storey home in the older area of
town, walking distance to GO train, living room, dining room, eat-in
kitchen, new roof, new furnace, lovely lot. Great starter home. For full
details call JOHN A. EDGAR at 877-9500 or 453-2900. CT90-56

CANADA TRUST REALTY

Poinsettias

99

and up

Maple Lodge

. Wild Bird
Weiners

Seed

Fancy Macintosh

Limehouse Rd. & #7 Highway
(Just west of Georgetown)

877-0628
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