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LENS SALE

SOLIGOR

LENSES

5 YR. WARRANTY

LIMITED QUANTITIES
& ASSORTED MOUNTS

100 = 500 mm
SUPER ZOOM

Slzngog:s

MILTON PHOTO
878-3361

ACTON PHOTO SHOP  GEORGETOWN PHOTO
853-4814 873-1237
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Your Weelk Alhead [Hleoreoscopd

ARIES The new moon on Wednesday is likely to bring a surprise
Mar. 21-Apr. 19 or two to business dealings. Family plans are altered.
TAURUS A turning point is reached where organizational matters are
Apr. 20-May 20 concerned. Your goals are most certainly within reach.
GEMINI There are some details to be worked out before making a
May 21-June 20 firm commitment in financial arrangements with another.
CANCER Partnership matters are highlighted. You are at your best
ghlig y
June 21-]J uly 22 when resolving a dispute over a business matter.
LEO Lofgk for 'Iq,hsurprisl? twist as the employment picture
unfolds. There will be a marvelous opportumty for
July 23-Aug. 22 . ncement
VIRGO The holiday spirit prevails. Friends and family make for a
Aug 23-SEpt. 29 busy social scene. Be aware of the cost.
LIBRA An emotional sensitivity to matters concerning home, fam
Sept_ 23-Oct. 22 ily, possessions, brings out deep feelings of nostalgia for
the way things were.

SCORPIO You shoyhd find it easy to communicate with those who
Oct. 23-Nov. 21 can promote your ideas and plans most effectively.
SAGITTARIUS Iics:)stdlhc tendency toward impulsive spending. Review

" the budget and know where you stand financially. The hol-
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 ;4ay period can be costly.
CAPRICORN The Sun moving into Capricorn promises an optimistic

J period. You can move forward with confidence and
Dec. 22-Jan. 19 accomplish your goals.
AQUARIUS Confidential plans develop to your satisfaction. An impor-
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 tant person seeks your advice 1n a professional matter.
PISCES The focus is on friends and family, and a busy social life,

with some down-to-earth business dealings thrown in.

Feb. 19-Mar. 20

MILTOWNE REALTY CORP.

An Independent Member Broker

(519) 853-2086 Res. 853-1505
Tor. Line (416) 454-9101

ANNE GENOE
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HALTON CREDIT UNION IS INTRODUCING
BANKING EXCELLENCE IN YOUR AREA

HALTON CREDIT UNION
is owned by the people it serves:
over 10,000 members who live or
work in the region.

Providing banking excel- C HALTON
lence, HALTON CREDIT UNION REDIT UNION
has been commitled to your community
since 1957 when it was established by a
group of Milton residents to provide the
ultimate in personal service for the area.

And it is this factor which enables us
to respond to the needs of our members far
more effectively than other financial insti-
tutions whose customers do not own them. your community.

of this special offer.

Milton 878-4168
44 Main St. E.

Oakville 3380811
464 Morden Road

As an introduction to our
five branches, HALTON CREDIT
UNION offers you bonuses to
join our membership by simply
opening any one 0f our various
accounts which best suit your
needs. These bonuses can be worth hun-
dreds of dollars to anyone laking advantage

We know you ll recognize the value of
both the bonuses offered and membership

in HALTON CREDIT UNION. Because in-
vesting in us is like investing in yourself and

Georgetown 877-6926
187 Guelph St.

TR TR0 Milton council calls public

school boards ‘irresponsible’

By ROB KELLY
Despite the advice of the

municipal treasurer, Milton town
council endorsed a resolution last
week that paints the public educa-
tion system as financially irrespon-
sible.

The resolution originated in the
village of Millbrook, near Peter-
borough. Such resolutions are often
circulated around the province in
an effort to drum up support
among other municipal govern-
ments for political stances.

Millbrook’s resolution said

municipal governments aren’t
compensated for collecting school
board taxes, so they should not col-
lect them — the school boards

should. It also said the school
boards are “seen as not being
responsible or accountable” for the
tax money they obtain.

While Milton’s supportisonly a
formality in that no action will be
taken locally beyond paying lip ser-
vice to the Millbrook protest, Mil-
ton treasurer Jim McQueen cau-
tioned against endorsing
Millbrook’s resolution because he
viewed it as inaccurate.

Municipalities do get compensa-
tion for the school board taxes they
collect, McQueen said. Taxes are
generally collected prior to the date
at which they must be forwarded to
the school boards, and the
municipality invests that money
and earns interest income for the
shorttimespanin whichitholds the
education tax dollars.

As far accountability goes, Mc-
Queen added that school boards are
“certainly” subject to the standard
financial contro{ procedures used in
any public corporation, such as ex-
ternal auditing.

“I would definitely caution
council in terms of approving this
resolution.”

Thatdidn’t sway Milton council-
lor Bruce Attenborough, however.
“I disagree with Mr. McQueen'’s in-

FRI., SAT. & SUN
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terpretation. I don’t think the board
has been responsible or account-
able.”

While the town may “indirectly
benefit” from interest income on
school taxes, that modest sum is
probably “more than offest” by the
cost of payingb crossing guards, a
cost assumed by the municipality,
Attenborough pointed out.

The councillor added that the
board abdicates its responsibilities
by keeping the public at arm’s
length whenever possible and
making most decisions at in-
camera meetings."They discourage

public input and they discourage
the public from coming to their
meetings.”

Councillor Colin Best sided with
Attenborough, painting a picture of
a school board that has become to-
tally alienated from the electorate.
“Only 10 per cent of the people
come out to vote for the school
boards and no one asks them (the
candidates) any questions at the all-

candidates meeting.”

(Rob Kelly is the news editor at
The Milton Champion, a sister

newspaper to this publication.)

Town council says board

By JANET BAINE
Halton Hills council has en-

dorsed a resolution asking the
province to allow school boards to
collect their own taxes, but stopped
short of calling public boards ir-
res%nsible.

e resolution came last month

from the village of Millbrook, near

Peterborough. It says “school
boards are seen as being not respon-
sible, notaccountable for their share
of the taxes collected” and asks the
province to allow school boards to
collect their own taxes.

“It's not that they’re irrespon-

sible, but we have to collect their [

taxes and take the heat for it,”
Mayor Russ Miller said.

Only about 30 per cent of the
municipal taxes go to Halton Hills,
about 12-15 per cent to Halton
Region, and the remainder goes to
the school boards, he said.

Although the motion was en-
dorsed by Councillor Alf Spence, he
said hedoesn’t really agree with the
wording on the motion, which
could imply school boards are not
responsible.
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Date BONUS processed:

Processed by:
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Membership Number:

Branch:

* BONUS arailable only on new loans advranced be

tween Dec. 1, 1990 — Jan. 31, 1991

Acton 853-0911
273 Queen St. E.

Burlington 335-0202
1100 Walker’s Line

should collect own

laxes

||||||||

...........
'''''''''''

i 5 - e =

..........
o

|||||||
'''''''''''''

o,

“There should be greater dif-
ferentiation between where the
finances are being allocated,” he
said.

Georgetown school board trus-
tee Dick Howitt said he doesn’t
think the school board would mind
collecting their own taxes.

“It would have to be someone
who has been living on another
Flanet with all we’ve been hearing
ately” about high school taxes who
doesn’t know school boards get a
major portion of money which is
collected, he said.

While he blames this on less
funding from the provincial
government, Howitt said the board
also has to do what it can to keep
spending down and keep taxes to a
minimum.

“I'm hearing the message (that
taxes are too high) and have been
for a couple of years,” Howitt said.
“It isn’t enough to say that grants
have been decreased; you’ve also

then got to look at the expenditure
side and what you can trim.”

The Halton Board of Education
has a long-standing dispute with
municipalities over tax collection,
because there is a lag between the
time the money is collected and
when the school board receives it.

During this time, the school
board has to borrow money and
Ea{ interest, while the municipality

olds onto the money.

In the spring, the Halton Board
of Education sent a letter to all
municipalities in the region askin
them to give the money to theboa

as soon as it is collected, and only
Burlington a to do this.

Howitt admitted that sending
out two tax bills would be more
costly. The board would have to ask
for a report from staff to find out
whether the current payments in
interest would cover the higher cost
of collecting the money betore pur-
suing the issue, he said.

A more constructive approach
municipalities could take, Howitt
suggested, would be to pass a
resolution asking the NDP govern-
ment to increase school funding as
they promised to do during the
election campaign. Renfrew Coun-
ty has already done this.

Interestingly, the resolution from
Renfrew County was given to Hal-
ton school trustees, whereas the
resolution from Millbrook was not.




