by Bob Rice

Browsing through the tour
brochures it is very easy to gloss over
Cancun as just another of the many
Mexican destinations offered to us this
winter. A visit to this resort area at the
tip of the Yucatan )Peninsula reveals a
jewel for those seeking history, white
sand beaches and an atmosphere
geared strictly for the holidayers.

It may seem hard to believe but, a
mere 20 years ago, Cancun didn't exist!

This is a paradise that was built
strictly for tourist. Selected by a com-
~puter, carved out of dense jungle,
dredged from mangrove swamps and
reclaimed from the sea, Cancun was to
be the future of tourism in Mexico.

Did it work? Most certainly. Even a

direct hit by Hurricane Gilbert in 1988
couldn’t destroy the dream.

The number of hotels along the
beach strip is being added to on a con-
trolled basis. The structures themselves
are impressive. Don't look for boxy
high-rises. Each property has its own
unique identity.,, Furthermore, because
the hotel area is actually because the
hotel area is actually and island con-
nected to the mainland by a small
causeway, all hotels are on the water-
front, be it the Caribbean or the lagoon.

Cancun City itself is worth some of
your time. Located near the tiny fishing
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that boasted a population of just under
600 back in the 1960's Cancun is now

home to almost 300,000 people, every-
one of whom is connected to the tourism
or hospitality industry.

Guillermo Martinez came to Cancun
in 1874. AT that time the government
was installing the sewage, hydro and
water facilities that would be the life-
lines of the new resort area. His specialty
was transportation and in the ensuing
years he has seen his IMC company
become the largest operator of ground
transfers and sightseeing tours. If you

have visited Cancun on one of the pack-
ages offered by Canadian tour opera-
tors, 1t is most likely that you have trav-
elled between the airport and your hotel
on an IMC vehicle.

Martinez remembers a time when
the broad, palm-lined Kukulcan Boule-
vard leading to the hotel area from
downtown was just a bumpy road. He
and his fellow tourism pioneers put up
with hordes of mosquitoes and occa-
sional alligator lounging in the parking
lot as they built their paradise.

Today Cancun offers something for
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"READY FOR A BREAK?"
Enjoy a relaxing week end at the

Georgetown Motor Inn

Our 70 clean and comfortable rooms
are all equipped with phone and
cable TV. for your pleasure.

Don't miss out on our popular bridal

=
g suites, equipped with queen size

Helga or Marie

at
BARBER & HENLEY LTD.

72 Main Street South

Georgetown, Ontario g .
-3 waterbeds and double size jacuzzi
L7G 3G3 e baths
Phone (416) 877-2214

Call now 877-6986 2\
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Cancun - The Caribbean Mexico Style

almost everyone. Every type of water-
sport is available. The beaches, particu-
larly on the Caribbean side, are almost
blinding in the sunlight.

If you fancy a game of golf you can
try the Robert Trent Jones-designed 18-
hole course with green fees in the range
of $10 US. I saw a lot of people walking
about with tennis and squash racquets
and most hotels are equipped with an
exercise facility of one type or another.

The Mayan ruins of the Yucatan are
a major tourist attraction and half-day
tours to Tulum or full day excursions to
the major find at Chichen Itza should be
booked soon after your arrival.

There is plenty of shopping, either
in the hotels or some of the malls
around the city. Spend some time down-
town sampling real tacos and other
Mexican delights but keep in mind that
everything closed down from one until
five in the afternoon. As modern as
Cancun may be, the traditional siesta
still dictates the business hours.

At night you may want to visit one
of the large discos or plan an evening
with dinner and a show such as I did at
El Jaguare, where the beef is sensational
and Brazilian music and dancing is the
highlight.

Cancun. Call it Mexico's premier
tourist attraction.
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Toronto (416) 283-2350

Fax  (519) 853-0131

_p-'—-q_r__é-—- S —-T..?
— 2

'WE MAKE YOUR DREAMS A REALITY"

i'l'@l A0S

ASSOCIATE NETWORK
232 GUELPH STREET 873-2000
"FULL

ESTHETIC {
SERVICES' *
123 Main St. L’\/
Georgetown Belinda's
"Get Ready For The Sun”
20% OFF Waxing

and Pedicures

with presentation of this as
For Appointment Call

873-0333

Halton Hills Weekend/Marketplace - Sat. March 10, 1990 Page 9




