Christ is the important word in ‘Chfis tmas’

By DOREEN PALMER

Some today would put an "X"
through the "Christ® in
"Christmas,” and call it "Xmas."
Yet even such people know, deep
within their hearts, there must be
more to life than giving and
receiving gifts and going to par-
ties.

After the recent earthquake in
San Francisco, a newspaper ar-
ticle stated that the Lord’s Prayer
was no longer allowed in their

schools - with one exception -

during an earthquake! When the
chips are down and humans be-
come helpless, they look to a
power higher than their own to
save them.

The Christ of the Christian
faith is "the only God." (1) If we
believe Him to be the "God with
us,” the Immanuel of the New
Testament (2) foretold in the Old
Testament (3), we cannot possibly
see Him as the god of other faiths.
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A CLEAR CONSCIENCE

With the knowledg:e of good and
evil man came into the possession
of conscience. A sense of
blameworthiness smote him when
he committed, or even con-
templated committing, evil. This
has SO ever since.

The Bible tells us that even the
most ungodly and benighted
heathen "show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience
also bearing witness, and their
thoughts the meanwhile accusing or
else excusing one another” (Rom.
2:15).

It is true that man’s conscience
can be violated so often that it be-
comes caloused or, as St. Paul puts
it: "seared with a hot iron" (I Tim.
4:2), butevents or incidents can take
place which suddenly awaken the
conscience and make it sensitive
again.

Many a person has indulged in
"the pleasures of sin” more and
more freely until, suddenly, his sin
has found him out and his con-
science has caught up with him to
condemn him day and night and
make life itself un ble.
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He was born to a virgin because
His Father was not a human.
Jesus lived as a man for 33

years, was crucified because He

Tomorrow

claimed to be God in the flesh (4),
rose from the dead on the third
day (5), and is alive forevermore
(6). Jesus said that even if One
were to come back from the dead,
some people would still not
believe (7). Even though some
will never believe, 2,000 years
later the Christian church is alive
and well. Jesus said it always
would be alive and well! (8)

The reason many don’t believe

The Bible teaches that all men

outside o{’ 1(0531.11:"ist are, to some de-
, trou 1ty consciences

ﬁ certainly mzw "through
of death..all their lifetime subject to
bondage” (Heb. 2:15). But it also
teaches that "Christ died for out
sins” so that our penalty havin
been paid, we might be delive
from a guilty conscience.

Sincere and intelligent believers
in Christ, having been "once
purged,” have "no more conscience
sins” (Heb. 9:14; 10:1, 2). They arg{
to be sure, conscious of their sins,
but they are no longer tortured by a
forever-condemning conscience, for
they know that the penalty for all
their sins, from the cradle to the
coffin, was fully met by Christ at
Calvary.

This is not to imply that even a
sincere believer may not be
troubled about offending the One
who paid for his sins, but he knows
that the judgment for these sins is

ast. Thus he earnestly seeks, like

aul, "to have always a conscience void
of offence toward God and toward
man " (Acts 24:16).
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in the Christ of Christmas is be-
cause they don’t know Him.
They may have been introduced
to Him, but it takes more than an
introduction to know someone
intimately. We must spend time
on our knees if we are to become
intimate with Jesus Christ.

Jesus’ conception in Mary’s
womb was a miracle, and His
conception into the heart of a con-

senting person is likewise a

miracle. Both births are by the
same Holy Spirit. (9)

After birth, a loving parent
would never leave a small baby
unattended, or else it would die.
The same is true of a spiritual
child, he must be given spiritual

food or he too will die. The food

he requires is called "the Bread of
life" and "the living Water" - the
Word of God and the power of
His Spirit.

The Apostle Paul knew the
determination required if we are
to grow spiritually. He wrote:

"My determined purpose is
that I may know Him - that I may
progressively become more deep-
ly and intimately acquainted with
Him, perceiving and recognizing
and understanding the wonders

DIRECTORY of
HALTON HILLS

Churehes
&
Temples

MAPLE AVENUE
BAPTIST CHURCH

Corner of Maple & Guelph

Pastor Edwin H. Mitchell 877-6555/0320
Sundays
9:45 a.m. Family Bible Study
11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m. WORSHIP & PRAISE

Weekdays

CLUBS - Bible Studies - Choirs

Youth Recreation - Ladies' Coffee Hour -
Jolly Seniors - Little Cherub Nursery -
Growth Groups

A FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

ST. PAUL'S
ANGLICAN CHURCH

Winston Churchill, South of Hwy. 7
Norval

Rev. Richard Ruggle, MA, B.Th.
877-3404

All
Are
Welcome!

YOU CAN
PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD
HERE ...
CALL BETH

AT 877-5266

o

&

|\

of His person more strongly and
more clearly. And that I may in
the same way come to know the
power outflowing from His
resurrection which it exerts over
believers." (10)

Again Paul writes: "If we
deliberately keep on sinning after
we have received the knowledge
of truth, no sacrifice for sinsis left,
but only a fearful expectation of
judgment and of raging fire that
will consume the enemies of
God." (11)

If we name ourselves by the
name of Christian, we must
choose this day to be determined
to pursue the truth as given in the
Bible. If we don’t, we are really

joining the league of those who
would put an "X" through His
name.

To which group do you choose
to belong? I, like Joshua of old,
will say, "As for me and my

household, we will serve the
Lord." (12) My Lord is the

"Christ" of Christmas!

NIV -I1Tim1:16-17; Mt1:23;1Is7:14;
Mt 26:63-66; 28:6; Rev 1:18; Lk
16:31; Mt 16:18; Gal 4:4-6
Amplified V - Ph’p 3:10-11

NIV - Heb 10:26-27; Josh 24:15
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Christian Reformed
Church
Trafalgar Rd.
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Rev. B. Slofstra
The Back to God Hour Sundays:

7:30 A.M. Hamilton CHAM 1280
7:30 P.M. Burlington FM108

9:00 P.M. Guelph CJOY 1460
and Mon.-Fni. Faith 20

5:00 A.M. Global TV Ch. 6-22
Ladies’ Coffee Break Tues. 9:15 a.m.

ST. ANDREWS

UNITED CHURCH

Minister:

Rev. T.B. Bandy,

B.A., M.Div, Th.D.

Rev. Carol Gierak
B.A., MDiv.

89 Mountainview
877-4482

10a.m.
- Morning Worship
- Sunday School
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"Building Tomorrow's Church Today"

SALVATION ARMY
ACTON CORPS

114 Mill St. E.
853-1140, 853-1435

SUNDAYS
-- Sunday School 9:45 a.m. for all ages
-- Morning Worship 11 a.m.

-- Gospel Service 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS

-- Prayer & Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAYS

-- Home League (Ladies’ Group) 7:30 p.m.

Captain & Mrs. Wade Budgell
Corps Officers

(Doreen Palmer is a freelance
writer and member of Halton
Hills Outreach Faith Ministry
877-4853. She and her husband
attend Faith Gospel Tabernacle,
Hwy. 7 at Creditview Rd.)

Queen's Park . . .

(Continued from Page 6)
enottclﬁh faith in theirideas to put up
matching money to their own. The
past two years have seen over 50
new businesses in Halton Hills and
Milton. These ranged fromdrapery
shops to cafes and a pest control
agency. If the north of Halton
Region is to be more than a

room community for Toronto
then this of activity is going to
need more help and constant atten-
tion.

This week I talked about special
grants which the govemment has
provided to expand servicesand ac-
comodate special services. This
type of help is not the major ex-
ample of the Provincial
gvemment’ s impact on services in

e riding.

In my next Queen’s Park Report,

[ would like to talk about this

of the relationship between Halton
North and the Provindal Govern-
ment.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15 a.m.
WORSHIP SERVICE 11:00a.m.

Prayer and Bible Study Wed. at 8 p.m.
Seniors: 3rd Thursday at 11:00 a.m.
Nursery meets During Service
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St Georee's
\nchican Church

Thursday, December 28
10 a.m. - Holy Innocents
Sunday, December 31
8 a.m. - Christmas [;
10 a.m. - Holy Eucharist
Monday, January 1
10 a.m. - Holy Eucharist
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PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
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Georgetown
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Rev. David Tapley, Pastor

Youth Pastor Dale Reddekopp

SERVICES
9:45 a.m. Chnstian Education 11:00 am. Worship and the Word
NEW YEAR'S EVE SERVICE
Sunday, December 31 at 8:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m. Family Film Feature "KEVIN CAN WAIT"
945 p.m. Refreshments and Fellowship;
10:30 p.m. Waichnight Service
EVERYONE WELCOME
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