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It Is easy to love those who love us

By DOREEN PALMER

When you and I were babies, our
mothers fed us, clothed us, and
cared for our every need. When we
cried, she comforted us, loved us,
but didn’t spank us. She knew we
were too weak and helpless to attend
to our own needs, or even tell her
about them. She loved us without
expecting our love m return.

When we are bomn into the world
of the Spirit, we are dependent upon
our Father in heaven to love and nur-
ture us. Like the fove of a mother,
God’s love is great enough to meet
our every need.

A small baby cannot understand
or return love. In the same way; one

Tomorrow

born into the kingdom of God can-
not comprehend the greatness of his
Father’s love for him. However, as
ime goes on, both the physical child
and the spiritual child begin to real-
ize that the one who provides their
every need truly does love them.

So it is that as we grow up spiritu-
ally we begin to comprehend the

love of a God who would send His
only Son to our world to die that we
might inherit etemal salvation. We
begin to talk to Him just as a baby
leamns to talk to his parents. At first it
is a few words, but our response and
communication develops as we
grow. We begin to respond to and
love the One who has cared for us
for so long.

Christianity is the development of
a relationship with Jesus, its foun-
der.

The One to whom we relate is

God Himself. (1) We leam to love
Him because He loves us.

Moses was told that in order to get
water from the rock he must speak to
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it. (2) Since Jesus is our Rock (3),
we too must speak to Him if we wish
to receive the cleansing power of His
Spirit. Moses became angry at the
people instead of speaking to the
rock. Often you and I, instead of
praying to Jesus, blame others for
our predicaments.

Jesus knew how difficult it would
be for those who have never scen
Him in person to believe in Him and
speak to Him. He told the doubting
Thomas, “Because you have seen
Me you have believed; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet
have believed”. (4)

Paul put it this way, “Now we see
through a glass darkly, but then face
to face; now I know in part but then
shall I know even as also I am
known”. (5) We need not put our-
selves on a guilt trip because we
have difficulty developing and
maintaining an effectual prayer life.

Jesus is well aware of our problem
of speaking to One we can’t see. He
knows we are but children of dust
and He is the eternal “I AM”. (6)
Great Christians whose faith is
very strong got there by much self-
discipline and perseverance in their
prayer life. This is difficult at first,

Living with cancer

The Cancer Society will hold
group discussions to provide emo-
tional support and practical
guidance to patients, families and
friends. The groups are sponsored
by the Canadian Cancer Society and
led by nurses. They will be held at
St. Paul’s United Church, 123 Main
St., Milton, every second Thursday
from 7.30-9 p.m. The next meeting

date is Feb. 23.

Bingo night

Brampton and District Branch of
the Canadian Diabetes Association
holds Bingo Night every second

but because we know how much He

loves us, it gradually becomes a
pleasure to be in His company. The
old hymn writer aptly spoke of his
‘Sweet Hour of Prayer’.

Only as we comprehend the
boundless love the Father has for His
created children can we truly praise
and worship Him. Christianity is not
a religion of strict laws, but rather it
1s a love relationship with Jesus. We
obey His laws not because of fear,
but becausc of love.

Just as we want to do something
for our parents when we grow up to
show how much we appreciate what
they have done for us, so too we
want to retumn to Jesus the love He
shows us in answering our feeble
human cries for help.

It is easy to love Jesus because He
first loved me! (7)

NIV - Jn 10:30; Num 20:8-11: 1
Cor 10:4; Jn 20:29
KJV - I Cor 13:12; Ex 3:14: I Jn
4:19

(Doreen Palmer is a freelance
writer and member of H.H. Out-
reach Faith Ministry 877-4853.
She and her husband attend Faith

Gospel Tabernacle, Hwy. 7 at
Creditview Road.)

Tuesday of the month. Join us at the
Diamond Bingo Hall, 7.15 p.m. Call
458-1648 for more information.

New office hours

The Halton Hills Unit of the Cana-
dian Cancer Society is re-opening
their office at 164 Guelph St.,
Georgetown. The new office hours
will be from 14 p.m., Monday to Fri-
day. The new office has displays of

educational materials and informa-
tion for patients. In addition, crafts

and hand-knitted articles are
available for purchase. Everyone is
welcome to drop in to see the new of-
fices or telephone 877-1124.
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* English-to-Italian translation

“TO GOD BE THE GLORY,
GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE’’!




