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COMMUNITY CORNER

NELLIS
 CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

ROAD BUILDING
EARTH MOVING

R.R. #1 Acton   853-0960

Fast, friendly lunch 
and breakfast!
Come join us! 

Ph: 853-5531 

We handle all
insurance

work
• Truck Accessories • Upholstery

• Heavy Equipment Glass 
• Window Tinting

354 Guelph Street, Georgetown
(905)873-1655

Back Hoe & Bulldozer Service 
Available 

Snow Ploughing,
Dry Fire Wood, 

Water for Wells & Cisterns
LesBentleyWaterandService@gmail.com

LES BENTLEY
WATER & SERVICE

905-693-2969

A Division of Vomar Industries Inc.

EXCHANGE
CYLINDERS

Propane Supplied ByPropane Supplied By

100% 
Canadian 
Owned

379 Queen St. East
Acton, ON L7J 2N2

(519) 853-1550

 

A division of  Tyler Transport Ltd.

CALL TO 
RESERVE

(519) 853-1550 
or toll free

1-800-73TYLER  

Sales, Service & Installation
Residential, Commercial

Overhead Doors & Openers
(519) 856-9955

Toll Free (877) 856-9955

Garage Door Works

Ken Marttala
Free Estimates

Aldo Braida 
B.A. L.L.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
69 Mill St. E Acton

28 Paisley St. Guelph 
Phone: 519-824-2242

Fax :519-824-3049

Telephone/Fax
519-853-5615

Email: 
mcnabbgraphics@cogeco.net

Carin Pelka
Licenced Paralegal

Specializing in Workplace 
Safety & Insurance Board

- Claims/Revenue
69 Mill Street East

Acton, ON
By appointment only

519-853-2091

SaleS, Service & repairS to all MakeS

1-866-919-9945 BalliNaFaD
ServiciNg actoN & SurrouNDiNg areaS 

 residential garage doors • electric openers 
commercial overhead doors • dock systems

preventative maintenance programs

call dave the ‘door gUy’
1-866-919-9945

Helen 
       McLean

It’s Worth The Call To... 905-691-8934

HomesByHelen@hotmail.com        www.HomesByHelen.ca
Recipient of the Platinum Award

2011

Sales Representative
Since 2004
Resident of Acton Since 2000

www.iProRealty.com
Ltd. Brokerage

Bistro & pub
heavenon7@gmail.com
519-856-2693

A LITTLE BIT 
OF HEAVEN

 105 Alma St. Rockwood ON NOB 2K0

 Ji
m’s Repair Shop

 LAWN & GARDEN SALES & SERVICE

AUTHORIZED WARRANTY DEALER FOR 
BRIGGS & STRATTON • KOHLER • HONDA 

• TECUMSEH MTD • NOMA/MURRAY 
• JONSERED • HYDRO-GEAR 

• SCAGG 

TEL: 519-856-2564   FAX: 519-856-9657
1-888-537-7953

McISAAC
781588 Ont. Ltd.

Septic Pumping & Drain Service
• Septic & Holding Tanks

• Rejuvenation of leaching field
• Baffle inspection & repairs

• High-pressure drain cleaning
Radio dispatched trucks

Call Don or Mac

519-853-2790
Licensed by M.O.E. RR#4, Acton

Holland Shop
European Deli

519-853-0950
More Than Just Cheese!

67 Mill Street East, Acton
&   27 Cork St. Guelph

853-1160

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Ron Henry
Serving the Community

for over 30 Years

HYPNOSIS
Unleash Your True Self

*Quit Smoking *Weight Loss *Anxiety 
*Phobias *Bad Habits *Self Confidence 

*Memory *Stress Management 
& many more issue that hold us back.

Robyn Spiers
Bronte Naturopathic Detox 

& Wellness Centre
400 Bronte St. S Suite 215 Milton

(905)-876-3047 ext. 206

ACTON’S
ANDY THE HANDYMAN

• Yard Work
• Rough & Finish Carpentry

• Professional Services
Over 20 years experience

References available
Call Andy at 

289-924-1159

 Home 
 Tenants & Condo
 Auto
 Business
 Farm

Tel: 
  519-853-0150

Fax: 
  519-853-0176

Toll Free:
  1-800-294-6886

Serving all your insurance 
needs since 1958

By David Suzuki

One benefit of the National 
Hockey League strike: it gave peo-
ple time to play outside on real ice! 
But outdoor skating could face the 
same difficulties as the NHL – a 
drastically shorter season or out-
right cancellation. Research from 
Montreal’s McGill and Concordia 
universities shows global warm-
ing is already having an effect on 
outdoor rinks in Canada.

“Many locations across the 
country have seen significant de-
creases in the length of the OSS 
[outdoor skating season], as mea-
sured by the number of cold winter 
days conducive to the creation of 
rink ice,” their study states. “This 
is particularly true across the Prai-
ries, and in Southwest Canada, 
which showed the largest (and 
most statistically significant) de-
creases in the calculated OSS 
length between 1951 and 2005.”

This echoes a 2009 David Su-
zuki Foundation report, “On Thin 
Ice: Winter Sports and Climate 
Change”. The McGill investiga-
tion looks at constructed outdoor 
rinks while DSF’s focuses on fro-
zen rivers, canals and lakes, but 
the conclusions are similar. Both 
predict that, unless we rein in 
greenhouse gas emissions, outdoor 
skating in parts of Canada could be 
history within the next 50 to 100 
years (the McGill study’s authors 
now say it could happen within 20 
to 30 years), and the length of the 

outdoor skating season will con-
tinue to decline across the country.

Meanwhile, at Ontario’s Wilfrid 
Laurier University, geographers 
have launched www.RinkWatch.
org, a website where people can 
record information about backyard 
or neighbourhood rink conditions 
over the winter.

“Our hope is that Canadians from 
coast to coast will help us track 
changes in skating conditions, not 
just this year, but for many years to 
come,” associate professor Robert 
McLeman said in a release. “This 
data will help us determine the im-
pact of climate change on winter 
in terms of length of season and 
average temperatures.”

According to the DSF report, one 
of Canada’s best-loved outdoor 
skating venues, Ottawa’s Rideau 
Canal, provides an example of 
what to expect. It concludes that, 
with current emissions trends, the 
canal’s skating season could shrink 
from the previous average of nine 
weeks to 6.5 weeks by 2020, less 
than six weeks by 2050 and just 
one week by the end of the century. 
In fact, two winters ago, the season 
lasted 7.5 weeks, and last year it 
was down to four. The canal had 
yet to fully open for skating when 
this column was written.

“On Thin Ice” notes that many 
of Canada’s hockey heroes got 
their start on outdoor rinks. “With-
out pond hockey, we probably 
wouldn’t have what has become 
the modern game of hockey,” the 
authors state. The DSF study says 
climate change could have a pro-
found effect on many other winter 
sports, from skiing and snowboard-
ing to winter mountaineering.

With food and water problems 
caused by more frequent droughts 
and floods, property losses and 
high infrastructure costs from 
rising sea levels, and increasing 
illness and death from extreme 
weather and pollution, hockey 

may be the least of our worries. 
But losing winter recreation op-
portunities, let alone our ability to 
produce food and keep our homes 
warm and people healthy, needn’t 
happen. Solutions to our human-
created problems exist. We just 
need our leaders to start taking 
this and other environmental is-
sues seriously.

That’s not likely as long as we 
keep electing people who show 
more concern for the future of 
the fossil fuel industry than the 
citizens they are supposed to rep-
resent. Politicians who only look 
ahead three or four years – until 
the next election – aren’t seeing 
the big picture. 

We need to consider every solu-
tion possible, now – from putting a 
price on emissions through carbon 
taxes and/or cap-and-trade to stop-
ping the rapid exploitation of fossil 
fuels and switching to cleaner en-
ergy sources. 

A skate or hockey game outside 
is a good place to start!

If you’re in Quebec City for 
Carnaval, January 31 to February 
3, join the David Suzuki Founda-
tion for Sommet de l’hiver (Winter 
Summit) – four days of sports, 
culture and science, presented 
with Desjardins, to raise aware-
ness about climate change and its 
effects on winter. When former 
hockey stars team up for an out-
door game against artists to help 
save winter sports, you may even 
see some NHL heroes.

Could hockey become an endangered sport?


