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A Division of Vomar Industries Inc.

EXCHANGE
CYLINDERS

Propane Supplied ByPropane Supplied By

100% 
Canadian 
Owned

379 Queen St. East
Acton, ON L7J 2N2

(519) 853-1550

Carin Pelka
Licenced Paralegal

Specializing in Workplace 
Safety & Insurance Board

- Claims/Revenue
69 Mill Street East

Acton, ON
By appointment only

519-853-2091

Fast, friendly lunch 
and breakfast!
Come join us! 

Ph: 853-5531 

SaleS, Service & repairS to all MakeS

1-866-919-9945 BalliNaFaD
ServiciNg actoN & SurrouNDiNg areaS 

 residential garage doors • electric openers 
commercial overhead doors • dock systems

preventative maintenance programs

call dave the ‘door gUy’
1-866-919-9945

Helen 
       McLean

It’s Worth The Call To... 905-691-8934

HomesByHelen@hotmail.com        www.HomesByHelen.ca
Recipient of the Platinum Award

2011

Sales Representative
Since 2004
Resident of Acton Since 2000

www.iProRealty.com
Ltd. Brokerage

 

A division of  Tyler Transport Ltd.

CALL TO 
RESERVE

(519) 853-1550 
or toll free

1-800-73TYLER  

Sales, Service & Installation
Residential, Commercial

Overhead Doors & Openers
(519) 856-9955

Toll Free (877) 856-9955

Garage Door Works

Ken Marttala
Free Estimates

NELLIS
 CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

ROAD BUILDING
EARTH MOVING

R.R. #1 Acton   853-0960

We handle all
insurance

work
• Truck Accessories • Upholstery

• Heavy Equipment Glass 
• Window Tinting

354 Guelph Street, Georgetown
(905)873-1655

Telephone/Fax
519-853-5615

Email: 
mcnabbgraphics@cogeco.net

67 Mill Street East, Acton
&   27 Cork St. Guelph

853-1160

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Ron Henry
Serving the Community

for over 30 Years

Back Hoe & Bulldozer Service 
Available 

Snow Ploughing,
Dry Fire Wood, 

Water for Wells & Cisterns
LesBentleyWaterandService@gmail.com

LES BENTLEY
WATER & SERVICE

905-693-2969

Advertise in this 
space for only

 $15
per week
 Call Marie 

519-853-0051
for details

Bistro & pub
heavenon7@gmail.com
519-856-2693

A LITTLE BIT 
OF HEAVEN

 105 Alma St. Rockwood ON NOB 2K0

 Ji
m’s Repair Shop

 LAWN & GARDEN SALES & SERVICE

AUTHORIZED WARRANTY DEALER FOR 
BRIGGS & STRATTON • KOHLER • HONDA 

• TECUMSEH MTD • NOMA/MURRAY 
• JONSERED • HYDRO-GEAR 

• SCAGG 

TEL: 519-856-2564   FAX: 519-856-9657
1-888-537-7953

McISAAC
781588 Ont. Ltd.

Septic Pumping & Drain Service
• Septic & Holding Tanks

• Rejuvenation of leaching field
• Baffle inspection & repairs

• High-pressure drain cleaning
Radio dispatched trucks

Call Don or Mac

519-853-2790
Licensed by M.O.E. RR#4, Acton

Aldo Braida 
B.A. L.L.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
69 Mill St. E Acton

28 Paisley St. Guelph 
Phone: 519-824-2242

Fax :519-824-3049

Holland Shop
European Deli

519-853-0950
More Than Just Cheese!

COMMUNITY CORNER

Science Matters

By David Suzuki

Last year ended on a sad note, 
with the accidental drowning death 
of Rebecca Tarbotton in Mexico, 
at 39 years of age. Becky was the 
inspirational executive director of 
San Francisco-based Rainforest 
Action Network, but her roots were 
in British Columbia.

In an October speech, she elo-
quently recalled her early days 
in the environmental movement, 
including an internship at the 
David Suzuki Foundation, and 
explained how a few people with 
purpose, committed to a goal, can 
accomplish a lot. The speech can 
be viewed on the Rainforest Ac-
tion Network website at ran.org

Becky believed strongly in so-
cial justice and environmental 
protection. For her organization’s 
campaign to save rainforests 
from the devastation of clear-cut 
logging, she and her colleagues 
met with book publishers to con-
vince them to stop using paper 
from threatened areas. 

Eight agreed, but the big-
gest victory came after much 
hard work and imaginative 
campaigning, when Rainforest 
convinced Disney to adopt a 
policy for all its operations, 
“eliminating paper connected 
to the destruction of endangered 
forests and animals.” Disney is 
the world’s largest publisher of 
children’s books and magazines, 
but the policy extends beyond 
that business to cover paper for 
all of its interests and supply 
chains everywhere in the world, 
including theme parks and cruise 
ships.

Becky also referred to a seem-

ingly gloomy conversation she 
once had with me about the fail-
ure of environmentalism. She got 
the point I was trying to make. In 
her speech, she said, “We need 
to remember that the work of 
our time is bigger than climate 
change. We need to be setting 
our sights higher and deeper. 
What we’re really talking about, 
if we’re honest with ourselves, 
is transforming everything about 
the way we live on this planet…. 
We don’t always know exact-
ly what it is that creates social 
change. It takes everything from 
science all the way to faith, and 
it’s that fertile place right in the 
middle where really exceptional 
campaigning happens – and that 
is where I strive to be.”

After a year when, as U.K. 
writer George Monbiot said, 
“Governments turned their backs 
on the living planet, demonstrat-
ing that no chronic problem, 
however grave, will take priority 
over an immediate concern, how-
ever trivial,” we need to look to 
the example of brave and inspir-
ing people like Becky Tarbotton. 
If our leaders are not willing to 
lead, it’s up to the rest of us.

We’ve seen what kind of 
“leadership” to expect from our 
elected representatives. In Can-
ada, our government is gutting 
environmental protections and 
regulations in the name of speed-
ing up fossil fuel exploitation, no 
matter how much this contributes 
to climate change. As Arctic sea 
ice melts to levels that experts 
have referred to as a “global 
disaster”, possibly disappearing 
within four to 10 years, industry 
and governments salivate at the 

prospect of having more open 
areas for oil and gas drilling, 
despite their being in sensitive 
ecosystems with extremely risky 
conditions.

Unfortunately, too many pol-
iticians focus more on the fossil 
fuel industry than the citizens 
they are elected to represent. As 
writer Rebecca Solnit recently 
posted for a year-end essay on 
TomDispatch.com, “For mil-
lions of years, this world has 
been a great gift to nearly every-
thing living on it, a planet whose 
atmosphere, temperature, air, 
water, seasons, and weather were 
precisely calibrated to allow us – 
the big us, including forests and 
oceans, species large and small – 
to flourish. (Or rather, it was we 
who were calibrated to its gener-
ous, even bounteous, terms.) And 
that gift is now being destroyed 
for the benefit of a few members 
of a single species.”

It’s not that people support 
what’s happening. A recent Envir-
onics poll showed most Canadians 
believe our governments should 
do far more to combat climate 
change. Polls indicate similar 
trends in the U.S. and U.K.

Sometimes the odds seem so 
overwhelming that it’s tempt-
ing to run and hide, to give up. 
Sometimes the gains seem so 
small and the setbacks so great 
that we can’t think of much to do 
beyond looking at our kids and 
saying, “Sorry.” 

But if there’s one thing we can 
learn from Rebecca Tarbotton 
and the many other dedicated 
people in the world, it’s that we 
can change the world if we care, 
think and act.

Rainforest defender leaves inspiring legacy 


