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I t  bu i lds  rese rves , 
provides for two more 
full-time firefighters and 
longer library hours – the 
operating budget approved 
by Town Council on Mon-
day requires $35-million 
in taxes, a 5.9 per cent tax 
increase reduced to 2.6 
per cent when Regional 
and school board taxes are 
factored in. 

C h a n g e s  m a d e  a t 
the January 14 budget 
meeting and ratified on 
Monday,  were offset 
with equal cuts or trans-
fers within departmental 
budgets and did not af-
fect the tax levy. The 2.6 
per cent increase is $25 
more than last year for 
Town, Region and edu-
cation taxes or $979 per 
$100,000 of assessment.

Budge t  Commi t tee 
Chair, Mayor Bonnette 

said it is “never easy” 
when wish lists, all of 
them necessary, meet with 
a directive to “stay the 
long course.” Bonnette 
noted budget struggles 
in a neighbouring muni-
cipality – Erin ratepayers 
face a potential 17 per 
cent tax increase – and 
thanked staff and the 
committee.

Ed DeSousa, director of 
Corporate Services and 
Treasurer pointed to a 
“good news chart” show-
ing Halton Hills with the 
second lowest tax rate 
per $100,000 of assess-
ment. A house with an 
“average” assessment of 
$400,000 in Acton would 
pay $1,435 in taxes. 
Milton, with its gaming 
revenue, pays the lowest 
tax rate, and Brampton 
has the highest rate.

 The cost to maintain 
the status quo requires a 
2.9 per cent budget in-
crease. Already approved 
are a 1.2 per cent fire 
levy, a 0.9 per cent spe-
cial infrastructure levy, 
0.7 per cent for a library 
levy, and 0.2 per cent for 

the arena levy, totalling 
5.9 per cent. 

DeSousa said over 75 
per cent of the Town’s 
expenses are for direct 
public services including 
infrastructure, fire, recrea-
tion and parks, library 
and capital finances. Al-

most three-quarters of the 
Town’s tax revenue come 
from residential prop-
erty taxes, and DeSousa 
said they need “broader” 
sources because “some of 
the things we are doing 
should not be on the tax 
bill.”

The longest and most 
emotional debate of the 
budget meeting centred 
on a Library Board pro-
posal to extend hours on 
Sundays and long week-
end Saturdays at  the 
new Georgetown library. 
Earlier Library Services 

Director Jane Diamanti 
said Acton’s operating 
hours would be reviewed.

The Budget commit-
tee voted to allow the 
Diamanti and Recreation 
and Parks Director Terry 
Alyman to reallocate the 
money from within their 
budgets .  Both Acton 
Councillors Clark Som-
erville and Mike O’Leary 
voted against the longer 
hours, suggesting they 
wait a year and reassess 
what patrons want.

Noting that the Town 
has spent “millions of 
dollars” on both the Ac-
ton  and Georgetown 
libraries, Mayor Bonnette 
cautioned against calling 
anyone “anti-library” be-
cause of their vote.

Acton Villa Soccer Club
More than a Kick in the Grass!  

Register on-line and get details & updates from:

www.actonsoccer.com
ON-LINE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR:

         •  Youth Outdoor Soccer: Summer 2013
         •  Adult Co-Ed Gerry HatTricks: Summer 2013

CONTRIBUTE to SOCCER in ACTON
Opportunities for:

Volunteers for Coaching and Official Tasks
Paid Referees (we provide training)

Office:   519-853-8317   -     E-mail:   registrar@actonsoccer.org

Early Bird Discount Ends January 31st 2013!

Town approves 5.9 per cent budget increase
Increase is 2.6 per cent 
when Region and school 

board increases are 
factored in

Town of Halton Hills
2012 Property Tax Comparison


