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COMMUNITY CORNER

 

A division of  Tyler Transport Ltd.

CALL TO 
RESERVE

(519) 853-1550 
or toll free

1-800-73TYLER  

A Division of Vomar Industries Inc.

EXCHANGE
CYLINDERS

Propane Supplied ByPropane Supplied By

100% 
Canadian 
Owned

379 Queen St. East
Acton, ON L7J 2N2

(519) 853-1550

Helen 
       McLean

It’s Worth The Call To... 905-691-8934

HomesByHelen@hotmail.com        www.HomesByHelen.ca
Recipient of the Platinum Award

2011

Sales Representative
Since 2004
Resident of Acton Since 2000

www.iProRealty.com
Ltd. Brokerage

Telephone/Fax
519-853-5615

Email: 
mcnabbgraphics@cogeco.net

Bistro & pub
heavenon7@gmail.com
519-856-2693

SEASONS 
GREETINGS

 105 Alma St. Rockwood ON NOB 2K0

 Ji
m’s Repair Shop

 LAWN & GARDEN SALES & SERVICE

AUTHORIZED WARRANTY DEALER FOR 
BRIGGS & STRATTON • KOHLER • HONDA 

• TECUMSEH MTD • NOMA/MURRAY 
• JONSERED • HYDRO-GEAR 

• SCAGG 

TEL: 519-856-2564   FAX: 519-856-9657
1-888-537-7953

We handle all
insurance

work
• Truck Accessories • Upholstery

• Heavy Equipment Glass 
• Window Tinting

354 Guelph Street, Georgetown
(905)873-1655

•HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 
•REFRIGERATION

156 Churchill Rd. N Acton
905-703-6686

info@truairsystems.com
www.truairsystems.com

New customers receive 
15% off

Sales, Service & Installation
Residential, Commercial

Overhead Doors & Openers
(519) 856-9955

Toll Free (877) 856-9955

Garage Door Works

Ken Marttala
Free Estimates

Aldo Braida 
B.A. L.L.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
69 Mill St. E Acton

28 Paisley St. Guelph 
Phone: 519-824-2242

Fax :519-824-3049

NELLIS
 CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

ROAD BUILDING
EARTH MOVING

R.R. #1 Acton   853-0960

Back Hoe Service Available 
Snow Ploughing,
Dry Fire Wood, 

Fresh Cut Christmas Trees,
(Delivery Available)

Water for Wells & Cisterns
LesBentleyWaterandService@gmail.com

LES BENTLEY
WATER & SERVICE

905-693-2969

SaleS, Service & repairS to all MakeS

1-866-919-9945 BalliNaFaD
ServiciNg actoN & SurrouNDiNg areaS 

 residential garage doors • electric openers 
commercial overhead doors • dock systems

preventative maintenance programs

call dave the ‘door gUy’
1-866-919-9945

67 Mill Street East, Acton
&   27 Cork St. Guelph

853-1160

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Ron Henry
Serving the Community

for over 30 Years

McISAAC
781588 Ont. Ltd.

Septic Pumping & Drain Service
• Septic & Holding Tanks

• Rejuvenation of leaching field
• Baffle inspection & repairs

• High-pressure drain cleaning
Radio dispatched trucks

Call Don or Mac

519-853-2790
Licensed by M.O.E. RR#4, Acton

Carin Pelka
Licenced Paralegal

Specializing in Workplace 
Safety & Insurance Board

- Claims/Revenue
69 Mill Street East

Acton, ON
By appointment only

519-853-2091

Wishes Everyone 
a Happy & Safe 
Christmas and a 
Prosperous 2013

ACTON 
               ROTARY

Holland Shop
European Deli

519-853-0950
More Than Just Cheese!

By David Suzuki

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if 
world leaders resolved to look at 
life in a different light this New 
Year? They could follow the ex-
ample of Bhutan. In 1971, the 
small country, nestled in the Hi-
malayas between China and India, 
rejected the idea of gross domestic 
product as the measure of progress. 
Instead, leaders focused on gross 
national happiness.

The idea is finally gaining trac-
tion around the world, and I’m 
humbled and pleased to be in-
volved with a global initiative to 
promote it. World leaders took 
the concept seriously enough to 
hold a United Nations Confer-
ence on Happiness in April 2012, 
and Bhutan was recognized for its 
environmental leadership at the re-
cent UN climate summit in Doha, 
Qatar.

Life isn’t perfect in Bhutan. It’s 
a poor country where most homes 
don’t have electricity. Crime is 
increasing and climate change 
is making life difficult for the 
farmers who provide much of the 
landlocked country’s food. Still, 
according to the Guardian, life 
expectancy in Bhutan has doubled 
over the past 20 years, almost all 
children now go to primary school 
and the country has been improv-
ing its infrastructure.

Bhutan has also enshrined 
environmental protection and 
intergenerational equity in its con-
stitution. The Right to a Healthy 
Environment is another initiative 
I’m excited about. The David Su-
zuki Foundation and I have been 
working with environmental law-
yer and professor David R. Boyd 
and Ecojustice to promote the 
idea in Canada. Boyd’s book, The 
Right to a Healthy Environment: 

Revitalizing Canada’s Constitu-
tion, offers a wonderful analysis 
of where the world’s nations now 
stand on the concept, as well as 
strong arguments for why Canada 
should join the more than 140 na-
tions that have put environmental 
protection in their constitutions.

Caring for the environment can 
help achieve gross national hap-
piness in many ways – by giving 
our children a more secure future, 
improving human health, ensur-
ing resources are available to meet 
the needs of citizens, offering rec-
reational and spiritual connections 
with nature and giving people a 
sense of pride and respect for the 
natural systems that keep us alive 
and healthy.

There’s more to happiness than 
just having a clean environment 
– and Bhutan has yet to get there. 
According to research for the 
UN Conference on Happiness, 
“The happiest countries in the 
world are all in Northern Europe 
(Denmark, Norway, Finland, 
Netherlands).” Although these 
countries are wealthy, the study 
points out that money isn’t the 
only factor, as happiness is de-
creasing in countries like the U.S. 
“Political freedom, strong so-
cial networks and an absence of 
corruption are together more im-
portant than income in explaining 
well-being differences between 
the top and bottom countries,” 
the researchers write. “At the 
individual level, good mental 
and physical health, someone to 
count on, job security and stable 
families are crucial.” Note that 
the happiest countries all have 
healthy economies and robust 
social programs. 

We can also look at how vari-
ous countries responded to the 
recent economic crisis. Those 

that bailed out banks and re-
duced social spending are facing 
the same kinds of problems as 
before. Iceland approached its 
massive financial meltdown in 
a way that was pretty much the 
opposite of that taken by the U.S. 
and Europe, refusing to rescue 
its banks and increasing social 
spending, among other measures.

Iceland still has problems, but 
it has recovered faster than oth-
er nations, and its social safety 
net remains strong. Inequality 
has been reduced, and the cri-
sis spurred citizens to propose 
and develop a new constitution, 
which is being considered by par-
liament.

There’s an old saw that says 
the definition of insanity is to 
keep doing the same thing over 
and over expecting different re-
sults. In the case of leaders who 
focus almost entirely on eco-
nomic growth and corporate 
interests, it’s a recipe for disas-
ter. As George Monbiot recently 
wrote in the U.K.’s Guardian, 
“In return for 150 years of ex-
plosive consumption, much of 
which does nothing to advance 
human welfare, we are atomising 
the natural world and the human 
systems that depend on it.”

As light gradually returns to 
the north and we celebrate a 
season of sharing, our leaders 
could brighten all our lives by 
considering what really makes 
our societies strong, healthy and 
happy. 

I wish you all good health and 
happiness for the holiday season.

Written with contributions 
from David Suzuki Foundation 
Communications Manager Ian 
Hanington.

Learn more at www.davidsu-
zuki.org.

Let’s resolve to make it a real Happy New Year


