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Thanks!
Thank you to the companies who donated to the 

St. Albans Silent Auction & Dance
A Touch of Class
Active Choice
Anna Hamilton
Acton Optical
Blooms Away
Blue Springs Golf Club
Blue Springs Spa
Carl Rosenqueist
Carol Smith
Corks Winery
Denny’s Insurance
Denware
Dollar Stretch
Double Happiness
Emerald Isle
Georgetown Chrysler
Giant Tiger
Glazed Expressions
Global Pet Foods
Golf North Acton Meadows
Good Life Fitness
Halton Hills Furniture
Holland Shop
Home Hardware
Kathy & Alan Hall
Kitchen Help
Laurance Lafrance Consulting
Mackenzie
McDonald’s
Mill Street Crossing
Nancy Hagan-Dyk

Nellis Construction
Papillion’s Purification Systems
Pharma Plus
Pizzville
Profile Hair Salon
Prosperity One
Purity Life
Rallis Burger
Red’s Garden Centre
Roxy
Shopper’s Drug Mart - Georgetown
Silvercreek Spa
Smooth Solutions
Sobey’s
Starlight Cafe
Staying Alive Fitness
Sun Beach Tanning
Sweet Molly’s
Taco Canada
Tanner’s Restaurant
T.D. Bank Canada Trust
The Miller Family
The Needle Gnome
The Robert-Morgan Family
The Russell Family
Think Tank Computers
Tim Hortons
Trendz Hair Studio
Tri-El Industries
Willow Lane Natural Foods

Pelvic Health Physiotherapy
Most patients silently suffer with Pelvic Health complaints. 
Plevic Health complaints encompass symptoms like:
• Incontinence or pelvic pain post-partum, incontinence 
or pelvic pain following prostate surgery or 
hysterectomy, organ prolapse/heaviness complaints, 
increased frequency of urination, urinary leakage during 
higher exercise activity like running, soccer, zumba.

A limited number of physiotherapists have completed their post graduate credentialing 
for the treatment of pelvic health complaints. Physiotherapists utilize their knowledge 
of muscle function and strengthing peincipals, manual therapy techniques to address 
painful or stiff tissue, additional techniques like accupuncture, muscle stimulation and 
biofeedback to treat Pelvic Health Complaints. Let our Pelvic Health team direct you 
to your path to improved Health Appointments can be made:

ACTON 519-853-9292 (Meryl)          GEORGETOWN 905-873-3103 (Meryl)
ELORA 519-846-9919 (Janet)        GUELPH 519-767-9950 (Janet or Tegan)

No cause or origin, yet, for explosion 
and fires at Holly Industries in Acton

Second blast in eight years 
concerns Council and neighbours
When the cause and 

origin of last Thursday’s 
explosion and fires at 
Acton’s Holly Indus-
tries is determined by 
the Ontario Fire Mar-
shall’s Office, Halton 
Hills Mayor Rick Bon-
nette has some tough 
questions for the com-
pany which operates the 
sulphur manufacturing 
plant on Eastern Avenue.

“I think its time to talk 
to Holly Industries. Two 
fires in eight years, and 
near a residential area. 
I think that we’ll need 
to have a discussion 
when we find out what 
the results were,” Bon-
nette said at Monday’s 
Town council meeting, 

adding the Acton coun-
cillors and public share 
concerns about the two 
incidents.

Asked at Council for 
an update, Fire Chief 
Brent Marshall reported 
that although there was 
a small, minor evacua-
tion by Halton Police of 
three or four homes on 
Hillcrest Street, “no real 
hazardous conditions 
existed,” and the fire was 
not difficult to contain.

Later, Chief Marshall 
said there had been a 
natural gas explosion 
in the plant, but inves-
tigators don’t know if it 
sparked the explosion or 
the explosion caused the 
gas leak. On Wednesday, On-

INVESTIGATION CONTINUES: The cleanup at Holly Industries on Eastern 
Avenue continued as investigators searched for the cause and origin of the 
explosion and fires at the sulphur refining plant. – Ted Tyler photo

tario Fire Marshall’s 
Office Investigator Mike 
Owens said there are two 
fuels under considera-
tion as the cause of the 
explosion which set off 
multiple spot fires. “One 
is natural gas and the 
other is suspended sul-
phur dust. It’s one or the 
other,” he said.

Owens said several 
i tems were removed 
from the scene for test-
ing, including natural 
gas piping, sent to the 
Centre of Forensic Sci-
ence for metallurgical 
testing, and some of 
the sulphur product in 
liquid, granular and pel-
let form. He expects the 
test results within eight 
weeks.  He also said 
he’d heard unconfirmed 

reports that the incident 
caused $1.5-mil l ion 
damage.

I n  Ju ly,  2005  t he 
Holly neighbourhood 
w a s  r o c k e d  b y  a n 
“undetermined” 
explosion when dust in 
a hopper caused a flash 
fire that spread through 
the plant’s piping system 
and sections of the plant. 
Chief  Marshal l  said 
following that incident, 
changes  were  made 
in the dust collection 
equipment, and the most 
recent incident was not in 
the same area as the first 
one.

Chief Marshall said 
the building acted as de-
signed in the blast – the 
doors and silo walls blew 
off to allow the blast con-

cussion to dissipate. He 
also said during the most 
recent Fire Department 
inspection, Holly In-
dustries “met every Fire 
Code regulation.” 

Five Holly employees 
escaped without injury 
from the plant, which re-
fines molten sulphur into 
granules or pellets, main-
ly for the tire industry. 

When Acton’s Ron 
White, owner of the 
ne ighbour ing  Ron’s 
Burner Service, heard “a 
big bang” and saw the 
sky fill with smoke, he 
didn’t think of his own 
safety, but ran into the 
building to see if every-
one got out safely.

“Our service manager 
dialled 911 and then we 
ran across the rail tracks 
to the backdoor which 
was open and didn’t see 
anybody,” White said on 
Monday, adding he was 
concerned that someone 
might have been in the 
burning building.

“I went around to the 
front (of the building) 
and everyone was stand-
ing there and then the 
police and that showed 
up, so I went back to 
the office to work,” 
White said. While his 
wife called him a “hero” 
emergency  se rv ices 
officials are always con-
cerned that an untrained 
citizen trying to help 
may end up being an 
additional victim.

The plant has been 
turned back over to com-
pany officials who are 
working with insurance 
officials. 


